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EDITORIAL

Our thirteenth annual conference was held in Valencia
at the beginning of April. Attended by nearly 350
people, it was an immensely enjoyable meeting. ln this
issue, Toni Raga summarises the main events.
However, l'd like to take this opportunity to offer the
gratitude of all of us who attended for the efforts of
Toni and his team in making it one of the smoothest
running and relaxed conferences that the society has
had - even if Toni himself may not have felt so relaxed!

I would like to know whether these newsletters serve a
useful function for members, and how they might be
improved. ln this electronic age, would members
prefer us to simply report things as and when they
occur, on ecs-all, and would this reach members OK, or
do you want a printed newsletter? Alternatively, the
newsletter could be enlarged, but that would require
many more contributions from members than we
receive at present. lf anyone is interested in assisting
me with its production, I would be extremely grateful.
The newslelter is produced at relatively low cost,
However, if members were prepared to pay for it, we
could make a more elaborate newsletter with
photographs, and perhaps put it into two colours. ln the
last newsletter, I sought views from members but
received only a handful of replies. I would be grateful
for more feedback than this so we can decide what to
do next. Remember, we can only design something that
suits most members' wishes, if people express these in
the first place! So do please write in.

ln the autumn newsletter, I announced the death of
three great figures in marine mammalogy. However,
one of these, Dave Sergeant, remains very much alive
(and a lot less moribund than I seem to be at present)! I

offer my sincerest apologies for this dreadful piece of
misinformation. So typical of David, his witty and good
humoured response was gratefully received, and makes
me feel very humble.

Peter Evans

ECS NEWS

1999 ANNUAL ECS CONFERENCE

The 13th Annual Conference of the ECS was held in the
Palau de la Musica in Valencia (Spain) between sth and
8th of April 1999. The main theme of the meeting was
"Marine Mammal Conservation for the New Millenium".
325 people, including 169 students, from 29 countries
from different parts of the world (Europe, North and
South America, Africa and Asia) attended the meeting.
The number of student grants was 46 and the number of
supported people was 21. The Conference was
officially opened by Mr. Juan Luis Muriel from the
Environmental Ministry and by Ms. Carmen Martorell
from the Valencian Autonomous Government.

Marine mammal specialists from different countries
participated in the three workshops that took place as
complementary activities in the Conference: a seal
biology workshop, a protected areas workshop and a
marine mammal pathology workshop.

The Organising Committee, led by Toni Raga, was
formed by members of the Department of Animal
Biology of the University of Valencia. 1 81
communications (147 posters and 34 verbal) were
presented. The abstracts were peer-reviewed by a
scientific committee chaired by Juan Antonio Balbuena,
with assistance from a team of leading experts in
cetacean biology. Bernd Würsig (U.S.A.), Greg Donovan
(U.K.) and Aleta Hohn (U.S.A.) were invited speakers
and opened every daily session. Bernd Würsig talked on

"Global climate change and its implications for marine
mammal conservation"; Greg Donovan talked on

"Human-induced problems in cetacean conservation:
can we manage to reduce them?"; and Aleta Hohn (with
Michael Scott) talked on "Endangered marine mammal
species: their likely future and a proposed conservation
strategy".

Toni Raga

1999 ANNUAL ECS CONFERENCE
WHAT WAS IT ALL ABOUT?

- a personal view

It was for the Thirteenth Annual ECS Conference that
nearly 350 people gravitated towards the Palau de la
Musica, in the Spanish coastal town of Valencia. Little
did I know, prior to embarking on this event, that this
was to be the most stimulating conference I had ever
attended.

The conference was entitled Marine Mammal
Conservation for the New Millennium. However, it is
fair to say that the range of subjects tackled stretched
beyond this already vast paradigm. This was true f or
the numerous presentations as well as for the
collection of posters which crowded the entrance hall
of the building.

The first day opened with welcoming words from
several officials of the city of Valencia, who seemed
really happy to be hosting the event, and pleasant
speeches from ECS Council members. The
presentations then began with a first, grasping (and
worrying) talk on 'global climate change and its
implications for marine mammal conservation',
delivered in the most delightful way by Dr Bernd
Würsig. The day proceeded with accounts relating to
dolphin cognition as well as with various analysis of
odontocetes' acoustics which involved physiological
aspects and social behaviour considerations. A
tremendously interesting talk concerning the fatty acid
composition along the blubber-profile of Phocoena
phocoena, leaving much 'food for thought', ended the
first day's sessions.
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The audience was then invited to rummage around the
posters, each of which, I must insist, was more
compelling than the next. Having the opportunity to
discuss the content of some of these with the authors
proved to be a titillating exercise. This was not just
due to the intrinsic fascinating nature of the subject,
but also to the chance it gave one to find common
grounds and widen ones perspective of a specific area
of research. The crowd was thereafter swept off to
the Ciudat de les Arts i les Ciències for a visit and a
reception, followed by various independent social
activities and further cetological debates.

Day Two began with an absorbing talk by Greg Donovan
on human-induced threats to cetaceans, and the
significance of looking at the broader context where
management issues are concerned. So numerous were
the following subjects that it is impossible to
enumerate them all here; the proceedings will give
them the fairness they deserve. From a very
subjective point of view, however, I was particularly
captivated by the presentations concerning infectious
diseases, viruses, contaminants and research in
biomarkers.

The final day offered another engrossing selection of
talks, all of which stood out in their own right. The
subjects of conservation strategies, impacts of noise &
whale watching, reproduction, and also population
estimates, distribution and genetic structure, mapping
of strandings, legal aspects in cetacean conservation,
and many more, were all pertinently tackled. Also of
particular interest was the presentation by Peter
Evans on 'the role of protected areas for cetaceans'.
The issue was taken further the following day in the
form of a workshop, which, I hear, was an extremely
productive one. Worth mentioning too is the traditional
conference banquet which followed the Annual General
Meeting and awards. lndeed, the sight of maybe two
hundred delegates regrouped by the same interests,
indulging in various social activities, was quite a
rejoicing one!

There are perhaps only two regrets which I ought to
express as a first-timer attendee: First, I wish the
conference had been longer, and second, where was I

all these previous years.....?

Chloe Webster

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EUROPEAN
CETACEAN SOCIETY: 1998

Paid-up members of the European Cetacean Society f or
the year 1998 numbered 457 (including 10 institutional
members), from 26 European and 16 non-European
countries. The highest representation came from ltaly
(93), Germany (75), United Kingdom (49), France
(46), Spain (31), USA (22), Portugal (21),
Switzerland (16), the Netherlands (15), Belgium (9),
Sweden (9), and Denmark (8). Other member countries
include Czechoslovakia, Croatia, Finland, Greece,

Hungary, lceland, lreland, lsrael, Malta, Monaco,
Poland, Slovenia, Sweden, the Czech Republic, Turkey
and Ukraine within Europe, and Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, Hong Kong, lndia, Japan, Malaysia,
Maldives, Morocco, New Caledonia, New Zealand,
Taiwan, and Zaire elsewhere.

For the first time in their histories, the European
Cetacean Society and the Society for Marine
Mammalogy joined forces to organise the First World
Marine Mammal Science Conference, in Monaco
between 20th and 24lh January 1998. This
represented the Twelfth Annual Conference of the ECS

and was attended by around 1,200 persons from 55
countries. lts success was largely due to the efforts of
Anne Collet (ably supported by lsabelle Deval and Bellou
Kuhn in France and Terry Odell in the United States)
who devoted much of the previous two years to
ensuring that the conference ran smoothly. Many
others also played a crucial role: the SMM board
particularly lan Stirling, Roger Gentry and Dan Odell;
the ECS board particularly Christina Lockyer, Peter
Evans, Greg Donovan and Ursula Siebert; the chairs and
members of abstract review committees; and a large
band of willing ECS & SMM student volunteers led by
Paula Moreno and Leah Gerber. A plenary session on
the subject of "Hot Topics in Marine Mammal Science"
was held, along with five symposia ("Mysticetes: why
migrate?"; "Scale lssues in Marine Mammals:
Concepts and Applications"; "Recent Advances in
Marine Mammal Acoustics: Noise pollution, Habitat
Degradation, and Policy Making"; Marine Mammals and
Oceanographic Processes"; and "Managing Marine
Mammals in an Uncertain World: Application of the
Precautionary Principle"). A total of 134 talks and
416 posters were presented at the conference.

Alongside the conference was a student meeting and
seven workshops on "Marine Mammal Reproduction:
Morphology and Physiology", "Assessing Behavioural
lmpacts of Human Activities on Marine Mammals",
"Reducing Cetacean Bycatches: Progress with Acoustic
Deterrents", "Discussion on the Biology and
Conservation of the World's Endangered Monk Seals",
"Whalewatch Research", and "Bio-acoustic Signal
Processing: Directions for Future Research".

For the first time, all summaries contributed to the
Proceedings have been peer reviewed. An enormous
amount of effort has gone into the editing and
production of these Proceedings, and the editor thanks
in particular Chris Parsons, along with Anna Colbert
and Rachel King for their invaluable help in typing,
editing, and lay-out, ably supported by Martin Rosen
and Jim Boran. Toni Raga has been responsible for
organising its printing in Valencia.

Three newsletters were produced during the year,
reviewing recent research and news items in Europe
and elsewhere in the world, conservation issues,
cetacean meetings and publications, and Society
business. The Society web page has been further
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developed in the capable hands of Jan-Willem
Broekema.

Between 14th and 17th September, the Second
European Seminar on Marine Mammals: Biology and
Conservation, was held at Universidad lnternacional
Menéndez Pelayo in Valencia, Spain, organised by Toni
Raga, with help from Peter Evans. Ten lectures were
given along with two round-table discussions (on
marine mammal mass mortalities and marine mammal
sanctuaries). The course was attended by about 120
students. The papers that were presented, along with
some other invited contributions will form a book
entitled "Marine Mammals: biology and conservation",
to be published by Plenum Press/Kluwer Academic.

The Membership list of the Society continues to be run
from the German Museum for Marine Research and
Fishery in Stralsund, which also takes care of the
mailing of material including Proceedings. The Society
is very grateful to its director Harald Benke, and to
lnes Westphal who is responsible for these tasks.

Finally, the European Cetacean Society has continued to
provide information or advice to government
dopartmonto and non govornmcntal organieations in
European countries, with representation at both
ASCOBANS and ACCOBAMS.

Beatrice Jann

THE ECS SEAL WORKSHOP, VALENCIA, SPAIN,
sTH APRIL 1999

ln October 1998, it was suggested that a seal workshop
be held during the 1999 ECS Conference. With the
exception of the Monk Seal Workshop organised during
the joint MMS-ECS Conference in Monaco, it was the
first ECS workshop dedicated to European seals. As a
consequence, the theme was kept as general as possible
with the aim of gathering researchers working both on
large and small seal populations to facilitate exchanges
between research groups involved in various areas,
species or conseryation/management objectives.

Forty-five persons, both research scientists and
students, registered for the seal workshop prior to the
ECS annual meeting, but at least tw¡ce as many actually
attended it. Twelve oral presentat¡ons were given
which dealt with four European phocids (the ringed,
grey, harbour, and Mediterranean monk seals) from
areas as diverse as the Western Sahara coast,
Madeira, the Aegean Sea, the Celtic and lrish Seas, the
western North Sea and the Barents and White Seas. We
also missed a talk on ringed seals from the Baltic Sea
and the Saimaa and Ladoga Lakes, because local sea-ice
conditions led to the postponement of seal counts in the
area and, consequently, detained the speaker in the
field during the time of the workshop.

It rapidly became clear that we did not have the
expected balance between researchers working on
large versus small seal populations; almost all

presentations actually dealt with marginal or isolated
seal populations. The resulting loss in potential
exchange was compensated for by greater consistency
between talks, as indicated by the number of common
fields of interest highlighted during the discussions.

Whatever the study area and the target seal species,
all of us were primarily interested in assessing the
size of our seal groups and the intensity of inter-group
movements. lndeed, for these marginal or isolated
populations, the result of intra-group demographic
parameters and inter-group individual movement is
critical for their survival.

Together with traditional seal counts at haul-out sites,
the use of photo-identification techniques appeared to
be of wide ínterest to better estimate both group size
and exchanges of individuals between distant locations.
Over a smaller spatial and tempiral scale, the photo-lD
approach is also particularly useful to investigate
micro-habitat use and, potentially, social links at haul-
out s¡tes. The small numbers of individual seals
generally involved often allow direct visual matches,
thus facilitating this micro-scale approach.

ln terms of habitat use, another interesting point of
discussion between grey and monk seal research groups
was the optimality of the cave-breeding behaviour.
The intuitively perceived concept of the highly
protective value of such a breeding habitat against
human disturbance has to be moderated by the often
strong exposure to wave actions. Waves are
responsible for the high dynamics of the internal cave
micro-topography and can lead to roof collapse. They
are associated with important negative effects to the
seal groups, both directly (drowned pups, disruption of
mother pup bond, etc) and indirectly (caves becoming
unsuitable for breeding).

Finally, relationships with humans in general were also
of common concern to all of us, with several recurrent
points of interest: disturbance at haul-out sites, the
effect of coastal fisheries through both by-catches and
over-f ishing, contaminants, deliberate killing and
hunting.

These threats to small populations are linked to their
inability to recover past population levels despite their
general protection status, or place several of these
marginal groups in the situation of sink populations that
would not survive without the permanent input of
migrants from core areas. Management or conservation
strategies have to consider at the same time
information on the functioning of these seal groups, and
the human dimension. The interest of the workshop in
this respect was to start cross-site and cross-species
exchanges of experience.

ln fact we were definitely short of time to address
sufficiently thoroughly these different issues. The
most interesting direct consequence of this workshop
might well have been to simply gather people who
were, before this, almost as scattered as their seals.
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As a perspective, it was proposed that an ECS seal
mailing list and an ECS seal working group be created in
order to continue these exchanges, and build up some
more practical cross-species and/or cross-region
projects. lt was proposed that such a pinniped meeting
or pinniped day should be included in subsequent ECS

Annual Conferences.

Additionally, it was decided to gather all the
presentations made at the workshop into a single
volume dedicated to "research and conservation in
marginal or isolated seal groups". Preliminary
contacts were made prior to the meeting with the
editors of the journal "Mammalia" who accepted the
principle of submitting a bunch of papers for publication
as a partially special issue of the journal. The final
decision, however, will be for the editorial board of the
journal once each paper has been peer-reviewed.

Vincent Ridoux
Seal Workshop Convenor

University of La Rochelle,
F-17026 La Rochelle cedex, France

ECS WORKSHOP ON PROTECTED AREAS,
gth April 1999

Around one hundred persons from eighteen countries
participated in this workshop whose aim was to review
criteria for the selection of Protected Areas, their
function, recommended sizes, and the feasibility of
managing such areas and enforcing protective
regulations.

The workshop was divided into four sessions each with
two - three speakers, followed by a period of half an
hour to one hour of discussion.

ln the first session, Peter Evans reviewed the present
situation and eight criteria that have been used in the
past for selecting protected areas, briefly examining
their pros and cons. He noted that of 1,300 marine
protected areas, only about 2% had been established
with cetaceans particularly in mind. The first cetacean
sanctuary was set up a quarter of a century ago but
50% of existing ones were established in the last ten
years. This was followed by a talk by Erika Urquiola
reviewing the legal ¡nstruments available for the
establishment of protected areas. These include
intergovernmental treaties such as Bern Convention
(The Emerald Network), and the EU Habitats & Species
Directive (Natura 2000); territorial conventions like
the Barcelona Convention (Convention for the
Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution),
OSPAR (Oslo & Paris Convention for the Protection of
the Marine Environment of the North-east Atlantic),
and Helsinki Convention (Convention for the protection
of the Baltic Environment against all forms of
Pollution); and Specific Agreements such as ASCOBANS

(Regional Agreement on the Conservation of Small
Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Sea) and ACCOBAMS
(Regional Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans
in the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous
Atlantic Area).

The second session, which concentrated upon case
studies, started with a talk by Enrique Alonso on the
Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary - one of the
first and best known sanctuaries for marine mammals
in the United States. He reviewed the history of its
establishment, and outlined some of the problems it has
faced over this period, and important lessons learned.
Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara then outlined the
rationale, history and current status of the Ligurian
Sea lnternational Sanctuary for Mediterranean
Cetaceans. Since most Mediterranean countries have
not established their EEZ's, most Mediterranean waters
(and most of the critical cetacean habitats) fall outside
the 12 n.mile territorial waters. The establishment of
an area of the Ligurian Sea encompassing over 100,000
km2, between l.lW ltaly, Southern France and Northern
Sardinia, represents a potentially very important
conservation measure, forbidding fishing with
driftnets, regulating whale-watching, and generally
assessing the effects of human act¡vities (referred to
as Project Pelagos).

The final talk of the morning was by Gabriele Prochnow
who explained the rationale behind the proposal to
establish a protected area for the harbour porpoise in
the waters off Amrum and Sylt (German Wadden Sea).
Gabriele emphasised the need for public understanding
of the purpose of a sanctuary and how it may be
managed without necessarily restricting the activities
of local users.

After lunch, we moved into the session that considered
management issues in particular - education, legislation
and enforcement. Enrique Crespo reviewed
interactions between humans and marine mammals (and
other wildlife) in Patagonia, and gave us the benefit of
many years experience of coastal management in a
region that has its own human economic and social
problems. Two major activities (fisheries and oil
production) have benefits calculated at one million US
dollars or more per annum. lnevitably, in the face of
such important benefits, there is strong pressure on
the local marine environment. A Patagonian Coastal
Zone Management Plan was prepared between 1993-96
to evaluate the distribution and abundance of natural
resources, their interaction with human activities, and
the status of protected areas.

Following this, we moved across the Atlantic to
mainland Portugal and its offshore territories, notably
the Azores, and Rui Prieto listed some of the
management initiatives which the portuguese
government was taking for the first time to protect
important habitats of vulnerable species like the
harbour porpoise and bottlenose dolphin. ln the Azores,
which have some of the highest cetacean species
diversities in the North Atlantic, a total of 1g Marine
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Sites of Community lnterest have been identified. Five
of these are receiving special attention through an Rl
LIFE project.

The last talk of this session was by Bernd Würsig who
examined various methods that have been used for
monitoring marine mammals in protected areas. ln
Bernd's view, this research should be of a baseline
nature, continual and with at least low-level
monitoring, and in sufficient detail to detect changes of
aboul20/o of population numbers from year to year.
He emphasised the value of taking an ecosystem
approach.

The final session originally was intended to look at the
role of protected areas in overall species conservation,
but because of a need to re-arrange two of the talks,
this was only partially addressed. Russell Leaper
talked in this session rather than in the morning, and
gave us a history of the Southern Ocean as an example
of a Protected Area. This region has experienced
intensive human explo¡tation during this century,
resulting in a substantial reduction of the overall
biomass of whales living here. Several international
agreements (e.9. CCAMLR) have been made to provide
some level of environmental protection, But most
relevant are the initiatives that were proposed to the
lnternational Whaling Commission for the establishment
of a Southern Ocean Sanctuary. All IWC governments
with the exception of Japan have observed this
Sanctuary since December 1994. Russell outlined
various research programs recently undertaken along
with possible directions for future research.

The last talk of the workshop was given by Céline Liret.
Céline reviewed the studies that she and her colleagues
have been undertaking on a resident coastal bottlenose
dolphin population in the lroise Sea, Brittany. By
studying habitat use in some detail (using multiscale
GIS), it is possible to identify key areas for particular
activities, and thence use this to provide a sensible
management scheme for this area within the
framework of the Marine National Park project in the
lroise Sea.

A tribute to the interest generated by the speakers and
discussion afterwards was that despite this workshop
following on from a night of banqueting and dancing, the
great majority of attendees remained in a small lecture
room until around 8pm. Discussions could easily have
gone into a second day, and would probably have
benefited by so doing, particularly if some narrowly
defined questions were then addressed. We therefore
hope that, following the publication of the proceedings
of the workshop (probably as a special newsletter
issue), we might organise a second meeting that takes
things a stage further from this first overview of a
still quite young topic.

Peter Evans
Erika Urquiola

CALLING ALL STUDENTS!

I hope everyone who went to Valencia enjoyed the
conference (and the weather!). We had a students'
meeting between sessions and I'd like to briefly outline
the topics we discussed and emphasise a few important
points that were raised. Forty people attended the
meeting from several different countries.

Proceedings from the students workshop
in Monaco
Many people attended the workshop in Monaco
which was a great success thanks to Paula Moreno
and Leah Gerber. The proceedings of this workshop
including a guide to careers in marine mammal
science are now available to everyone (thanks to
Sonia Mendez), and can be obtained as an attached
file by e-mail. Just send a request to my e-mail
address.

Students workshop in Cork 2000
Following the success of the workshop in Monaco,
many students expressed an interest in having
another - next year in Cork. Topics suggested
were: basic training in how to manage a research
project: this would include elements ranging from
project planning to experimental design, data
analysis and writing up a thesis. Also, interest
was expressed in having a workshop to train
students how to make a good conference
presentation. lf anyone has any suggestions for a
workshop please let me know.

Travel grants for future conferences
Students represent an important element of ECS

conferences and their attendence is greatly valued
by the society. However attending international
conferences can be prohibitively expensive f o r
many of us. ln many countries, opportunities exist
for students to apply for financial aid to attend
conferences, and European funds are also available
(l'm looking into this). Several students
volunteered to find out about travel grants in their
home countries, and to pass this information on to
others. Here's the list so far:

Ben Tarrant (UK) b.i.tarrant@cheerful.com
Alice Mackay (UK/lreland)
Alicia Costa (France) acosta@infobiogen.fr
Sara Platto (ltaly) stenella@idesys.com
Sara Magalhaes (Portugal)
smagalhaes @ doo.uac.ot
Stefan Huggenberger (Germany) huggi@stud.uni-
f rankf u rt.de

As you can see, many countries are not covered so
if you would like to be a volunteer, your help would
be very much appreciated.

By finding financial help, some students may be
able to attend conferences that they otherwise
would not be able to afford - such as the next SMM
in Maui!

a

a

a
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Survey of senior researchers At
previous conferences, a survey of senior
researchers was carried out as a means of
providing contacts for students looking for work o r
projects. The results from the survey will be

available soon. Just drop me an e-mail and I'll send
a copy as an attched Word file. ln future, the ECS

will provide an address list of all consenting
members, providing information about their
research interests and websites.

Communication
Good communication is essential if students can
share information and benefit from the ECS

between conferences. Many students are still
unaware of the student e-mailing list <ecs-news>.
Most students now have access to e-mail and this
provides an excellent way to keep in touch. To
subscribe, send this message: join ecs-news
yourfirstname yourlastname stop

To the following address:

<mailbase @ mailbase.ac.uk>

This provides contact to all other members of the
list. There is also a student web page now
established by SMM. lt is:

<http://www.whoi.edu/SSM M>

You can always contact me direct on
e-mail: <gingg!m_@-ucc.ie> or by post: ADC,
Department of Zoology and Animal Ecology, UCC,
Cork, lreland.

lf anyone has any queries or suggestions, please do
not hesitate to get in touch with me.

Good luck and see you in Cork!!

Simon lngram

New ECS Working Group

ln the last few years there has been a growing interest
in the study of beaked whales, particularly in the field.
This was evident from the number of presentations
dealing with beaked whales at the recent ECS

conference in Valencia. lt was agreed at that
conference to set up a beaked whale working group
within the ECS to act as a source of information and
provide contacts for those working with beaked whales
or intending to set up such studies. lt would also help
to develop international co-operation for studying
these oceanic creatures which may move between
territorial waters.

The working group would be open to anyone working
with beaked whales or intending to start a research
project on beaked whales. lts objectives would be:

1. To aid communication between researchers;
2. To allow quicker dissemintaion of results;
3. To encourage use of comparable techniques;
4. To act as a source of information to aid in species
identif ication;
5. To discuss conservation needs of beaked whales (if
required).

It is hoped to be able to set up an email mailing list and
discussion group for working members, and to organise
meetings at future conferences.

Anyone who is interested can contact either Colin
MacLeod (email: macleod_c@colloquium.co.uk) or Andy
Williams (email: Andy.Williams@Biscay-Dolphin.org.uk)
as we will be jointly chairing the
working group at the beginning.

lf there is sufficient interesl, we will then set up a
beaked whale working group and contact those who
expressed an interest with further details.

Golin D. Macleod

F212, 13 Kennoway Drive, Glasgow G11 7UA,
Scotland. Tel: +44 141 337 2209

Email: macleod_c @ colloquium.co.uk

Andy Williams

Biscay Dolphin Research Programme
6 Manor Way, Lee on the Solent,

Hampshire PO13 gJH, England.
Tel/fax: +44 1705 552631

e-mail Andy.Williams@Biscay-Dolphin.org.uk

The next ECS Conference

The ECS will celebrate the new millenium at University
College Cork in Southern lreland, hosted by Emer Rogan
It is planned to be held from 1st - Sth April, to coincide
with the University spring holidays.

ECS Council

ECS Membership subscr¡pt¡ons

As noted in the previous newsletter, we are anxious to
achieve minimum cash assets in the year of at least
half the cost of an annual conference. At present, we
are a long way short of achieving this. Furthermore,
postage costs for the Society continue to increase,
particularly for those living outside Europe.

We therefore propose new rates for European members
of 45 DM for students, 75 DM for full members, and
150 DM for institutions (lnstitutions can send up to two
persons of the¡r choice to the conference at member
rates). For those members living outside Europe we
will have to impose a further small charge to cover
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extra costs of postage. These fees will come into
effect from January 1st 2000.

ECS Council

ECS Newsletter

I mentioned this in the last newsletter, and in the
editorial of this one, but I would like to repeat some
specific questions for which I am canvassing views:

Do YOU read the newsletter?!

What do you LIKE about the newsletter?

What DON'T you like about it?

Should more money be put into the newsletter to
make it a rather more glossy production with
pictures and articles (like the American Cetacean
Society's "Whalewatcher"?

Should all material contained in the newsletter be
reported instead by e-mail?

Pleasesend me your views by July 1st - and if you'd
like to get involved in an active way with its
production, l'd welcome hearing from you!

Peter Evans

EUROPEAN NEWS

Tagged Atlantic White-sided Dolphins
found in the Faroe lslands

After a direct kill of ten white-sided dolphins in the
Faroes on 18th September 1994, two tags were found,
one sitting on one of the dolphins and the other was
found the day after on the beach.

I have first received the tags now more than four
years later. lf anybody knows about these tags, they
are welcome to contact me for further details on:
doreteb@ngs.fo

The tags are red and about 20 cm long. They are
numbered:

1. 0091164 DFO/MPO NFLD 91

2.G92 DFO SALMON NFLD

Dorete Bloch

Museum of Natural History
FO-100 Tórshavn

Faroe lslands
E-mail: doreteb @ngs.fo

DENMARK

Elimination of Porpoise
Incidental Catches (EPIC)

Following a request last October for reprints, papers
and references on bycatch mitigation and research
concerning fisheries interaction and
acoustics of cetaceans, we were rewarded with a huge
response. We would like to thank everyone for their
help. However, the database of references and our
"library" is being continually updated, so we would like
to encourage all of you to continue keeping us informed
about new papers and information that we might have
missed.

Just to remind everyone what this about, Elimination of
Porpoise lncidental Catches' (EPIC) is an EU-funded
project which commenced in June 1998 for a period of
two years. lt is co-ordinated by the Danish lnstitute for
Fisheries Research and involves three partner
institutes: Loughborough
University, United Kingdom, The Fjord and Belt Centre,
Denmark and KolmårdenZoo, Sweden. The project aims
at eliminating bycatch of harbour porpoises in set
gillnets, and has the following five objectives:

(1) recording and analysing behaviour of harbour
porpoises in controlled (enclosed) conditions, in
relation to foraging, reaction to obstacles presented
and acoustic stimuli;
(2) recording and analysing behaviour of harbour
porpoises in semi-controlled conditions in the wild, in
terms of reaction to acoustic stimuli and other
potential deterrent devices;
(3) technical improvements of deterrent devices,
signal processing, relevant analysis and engineering on
the basis of new data and current research;
(4) providing a report of bycatch rate for the harbour
porpoise population(s) at risk in set gillnet fisheries in
Danish waters through monitoring schemes, and of
population structure and diet through biological
sampling of bycatches;
(5) a result database and bibliography of bycatch
publications for disseminations via internet or on CD-
ROM.

This particular request relates to the preparation of
the database of publications relating to cetacean
bycatch mitigation research objective;

(5). The database will ultimately be prepared f or
electronic access via internet or CD-ROM, and should
eventually be available to anyone needing
this information. ln addition to this database, we shall
obtain copies, preferable reprints, of all articles in the
database to form a library so that anyone being unable
to locate a copy can refer to us here and get a copy.

So we would be most grateful to continue receiving
reprints (or good copies) of any paper(s) you have
written related to bycatch mitigation research e.g.
cetacean incidental catches/bycatch/interaction with

a
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fisheries, research on mitigation measures such as
pingers and seal scrammers, underwater acoustic
signals/sound from porpoises and dolphins, reactions to
acoustic disturbance such as seismic testing and boat
noise.

The reprints/copies will be kept at the library of the
Danish lnstitute for Fisheries Research. Please send the
articles to Christina Lockyer, The Danish lnstitute for
Fisheries Research, Charlottenlund Slot, Jægersborg
Alle, 2920 Charlottenlund. (e-mail: chl@dfu.min.dk).
Thanks!

Christina Lockyer

FUTURE CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS

Wlldlife Population Assessment
Training Workshops

DESIGN AND ANALYSIS OF
DISTANCE SAMPLING SURVEYS

Research Unit for Wildlife Population Assessment
University of St Andrews and Colorado Cooperative
Fish and Wildlife Research Unit

Workshop 1: June 14-17
Workshop 2: June 21-24

Colorado State University, Fort Collins, Colorado, USA

Overview Distance sampling is the most w¡dely
used method for estimating the abundance of wildlife
populations. The aim of these workshops is to train
participants in the latest methods for design and
analysis of distance sampling surveys, including line
and point transects. The two identical 4-day workshops
will be a blend of theory and practice, and participants
will learn the new, windows version of the software
Distance. Participants are encouraged to bring their
own data sets, and can expect to do some preliminary
analyses with their data. ln the latter part of each
workshop, time is set aside for presentation of more
advanced concepts and discussion of topics of common
interest in smaller, informal groups.

lnstructors

Stephen Buckland
David Borchers
Len Thomas
Bruce Lubow.
The workshop instructors are at the forefront of
research into distance sampling methods, and
development of software to apply the new methods.
They have extensive experience teaching distance
sampling, including previous workshops taught in the
UK, USA, Norway, and New Zealand.

Cost Course fees are US$1000, or US$750
for registered students. This covers tuition, course

materials and workshop banquet. For registrations
received after April 30th, a late-registration
supplement of US$100 will apply. To allow individual
attention to be given to each person during each
workshop, the number of participants is restricted to
30. Places will be filled on a first-come first-served
basis.

Further inf ormation The workshop booklet
is on the world-wide web at
h ttp://www. ruwpa. st-and. ac. u k/d istan ceworks hop/

Registration forms are available at that site

lf you would like a printed copy of this information or
have any questions about the workshops, please contact

Workshop Organiser
Research Unit for Wildlife Population Assessment
Mathematical lnstitute
University of St. Andrews
St. Andrews
Scotland KY16 9SS

lel:+44 1334 463228; fax: +44 1334 463748
E-mail: rhona@mcs.st-and.ac.uk

Len Thomas

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Lutra

P. 't Hart and J.S. van der Kamp describe 'Cephalic
Presentation observed in a White-beaked Dolphin,
Lagenorhynchus albirostris.

ln this article, the authors assume that this is the
probable cause of death of the mother, as may have
been the case in earlier strandings.

M.J. Addink and C. Smeenk publish 'The Harbour
Porpoise Phocoena phocoena in Dutch coastal Waters:
analysis of stranding records for the period 1920-
1994'.

Strandings are statistically compared to year, time of
year (season), coastal area, length and age
distributions, sex. Several conclusions on the North
Sea population are based upon these observations.

Both articles are in English. For more information,
please contact lhe YZ. at zoogdier@bigfoot.com or by
mail (telephone) at Bureau YZZ, Oude Kraan B, NL-681 1

LJ Arnhem, The Netherlands (+31 26 370 Sg 18)

Jan Willem Broekema

Lesions of morbillivirus infection
in a fin whale
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Jauniaux, T., Charlier, G., Desmecht, M., and Coignoul,
F. '1998. Lesions of morbillivirua infection in a fin
whale (Balaenoptera physalus) stranded along the
Belgian coast. Veterinary Record, 143: 423-424.

On 1st November 1997, a fin whale stranded along the
Belgian coast. Main necropsy findings were chronic
thombus of the portal vein, massive parasitic
infestation and emaciation. Microscopic investigations
revealed syncytia in various tissues.
lmmunohistochemistry was positive for morbillivirus.
ln addition, anti-Canine Distemper Virus neutralising
antibodies were detected in blood and aggregates of
viral material comparable to morbillivirus were
observed in syncytia. lt seems that this is the f irst
case of such disease in whales.

Thierry Jauniaux

Dept. of Pathology, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine,
University of Liege,

Bat. 843, Sart Tilman, 8-4000 Liege, Belgium
Tel: +32 4 366 4075; fax: +32 4 366 4065

Distance Sampling: Estimating Abundance of
Biological Populations

The book'Distance Sampling: Estimating Abundance of
Biological Populations' by Buckland, Anderson, Burnham
and Laake is now available again, after going out-of-
print. lt can be downloaded for free from:
http://www. ruwpa. st-and. ac. u k/d istancebook/
Alternatively, a hard copy can be ordered from Rhona
Rodger, rhona@mcs.st-and.ac.uk (for further
information, see above www site). You can also
download software Distance (also free) from this site.

Distance Sampling chapter titles:
1 lntroductory concepts
2 Assumptions and modelling philosophy
3 Statistical theory
4 Line transects
5 Point transects
6 Extensions and related work
7 Study design and field methods
I lllustrative examples

Stephen T. Buckland

Mathematical lnstitute, North Haugh,
St Andrews KY16 9SS, Scoiland

Tel. +44 1334 463787; tax +44 1334 469749
e-mail: steve@mcs.st-and.ac.uk

Marine Mammals Ashore:
A Field Guide for Strandings

CD-ROM version

by J.R. Geraci and V.J. Lounsbury, National Aquarium
in Baltimore, Baltimore, Maryland, USA. (A
cooperative project of the National Aquarium in

Baltimore, National Marine Fisheries Service, and
National Ocean Service)

This CD-ROM is an updated version of Marine Mammals
Ashore: A Field Guide for Strandings, published in 1993
and now out of print. The book was designed to provide
marine mammal stranding network participants with
the information necessary to understand and deal with
strandings: an overview of marine mammal biology,
behaviour, and health; guidelines for response and
rescue operations; advice for dealing with the media
and the public; and protocols for collecting data and
specimens.

The electronic version features the original book in
Adobe Acrobat portable document format (PDF) with
full search, cut-and-paste, and print capabilities.
Additional materials include: updates on important
topics and procedures, supplementary sample and data
collection protocols, directories of organisations
involved in marine mammal rehabilitation and research,
and a multimedia overview of the CD-ROM contents and
project goals.

(US and Canada: $18.00 US/ Other: $20.00 US. Prices
include airmail delivery)

Further information and order forms are available at:
http://www. aq ua. o rglan imals/con se rvation/cd rom. ht
ml OR contact:<vlounsbury@aqua.org>
FAX: +1 410 576 1080

Valerie Lounsbury

NEW JOURNAL

This is to draw your attention to the establishment of a
new journal, the Journal of Cetacean Research and
Management. A 15% subscription discount is offered
for members of the European Cetacean Society and the
Society for Marine Mammalogy. More information,
including the Guide for Authors and an order form can
be obtained from the IWC web site:
http://ou rworld. com puse rve. com/homepages/iwcoff ic
e. You are encouraged both to submit suitable papers
for consideration and, of course, to subscribe!

INTRODUCT|ON This peer-reviewed journat has
been established to publish papers on those matters of
most importance to the conservation and management
of whales, dolphins and porpoises, and in particular,
papers that are relevant to the tasks of the IWC
Scientific Committee. These will include papers on:* population assessment and trends. population dynamics
* population biology* taxonomy* risk averse management strategies* direct and indirect exploitation* environmental changes and threats in the context of
cetaceans
* scientific aspects of whale watching and sanctuaries
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The language of the journal is English. lts aim is to
publish high quality original papers that advance
scientific knowledge significantly and that can
contribute to the wise conservation and management of
cetacean species.

Publisher: lnternational Whaling Commission,
Cambridge, UK. ISSN: 1561-0713
Format: 295mm x 21Omm, double column, hard-
wearing softback
lndex: included in the December issue - both by author
and subject .

Periodicity: Three times per year - April,
September, and December
Supplement: This will contain the full Report of the
Scientific Committee

Annual Subscription:
1100 [US$175; .150] institution; Ê20 [USg120;
.1101 individual (Note: ca. 15o/" discount for members
of ECSand SMM - rates therefore: Ê60 or US$10S or
.90)
lndividual issues: Ê25 [US$40; .45]
Supplement only: Ê40 [US$70; .60]

Greg Donovan
Editor

Journal Of Cetacean Research and Management
lnternational Whaling Commission
The Red House, 135 Station Road

lmpington, Cambridge CB4 gNp, UK
e-mail (Journal): lWCJournal@CompuServe.com

e-mail (Subscriptions): subscriptions@iwc.org
Web page: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/

homepages/iwcoff ice
PAST CONFERENCES

Measuring Behaviour'98:
Conference Proceedings available on-line

ln August 1998, the Measuring Behaviour,gg
Conference was held in Groningen, The Netherlands.
This meeting brought together almost 300 scientists
who presented and discussed new methods and
techniques in behavioural research. The Proceedings of
the Conference, which comprise 358 pages in print,
have recently been placed on the web. you can access
them at:
http ://www.noldus.com/events/mb9g/mb9g. htm.

The Proceedings include some 1S0 summaries of
presentations, with illustrations and links to other
resources. Both an index by topic and an index by
author are provided. We hope you will find it a useful
source of information.

Copies of the printed edition are also still available.
The book comes as a handy spiral-bound volume and
costs NLG 50 (US$30) plus postage. Orders can be sent
to the Conference Secretariat at the address below.
Because of the small amount, we can only accept

Wineke Schoo

Chair, Local Organising Committee
Measuring Behaviour,98,

Conference Secretariat,
P.O. Box 268, 6700 AG Wageningen,

The Netherlands
Tel: +31 317 497677; fax: +31 317 424456

E-mail: mb98@noldus.nl

FUTURE CONFERENCES

Proposed Russian
Marine Mammal Conference

" Marine Mammals of the Arctic"

The Russian Marine Mammal Council is looking for
support to hold a Conference entitled "Marine Mammals
of the Arctic", in Arkhangelsk, Russia, in the middle of
September 1999.

The principal objects of the Conference are to discuss
the results, priorities, and perspectives of Arctic
marine mammal studies (whales, dolphins, seals,
walruses, and polar bears) to establish new and
strengthen the existing international collaboration in
the field. One of the aims of the planned Conference is
to support Russian marine mammal studies, which are
critical for understanding many Arctic problems.

The main topics of the Conference are as follows:
distribution and migration, population biology, ecology
and behaviour, acoustics, protection, conservation, and
utilisation of marine mammals in the Arctic, North
Atlantic, and North Pacific seas, the role of marine
mammals as an indicator of sea pollution, perspectives
for eco-tourism, marine mammals and gas/oil
development problems.

The idea of the conference is supported in Russia by the
Arkhangelskí Government, Russian lnteragency
lcthyological Commission, Russian Ministry of Science
and Technology, and State Committee of Environment,
and State Committee of Fisheries.

Facing the current economic problems in Russia, and
near-to-zero level of governmental subsidies f o r
science, we will ask IFAW, the US Marine Mammal
Commission, Arctic Council, WWF, and other
organisations for funds to support the Conference.

We need funds to support participation (travel and
accommodation for Russian specialists (we hope to
have about 30 participants), and to provide
accommodation for foreign specialists (up to 20 from
Norway, Canada, USA, Japan, the Netherlands, etc.),
some money for technical work (mail, printing of
abstracts, etc). lt is possible that we will use a less

payment via credit card.
cardholder's name and expiry
with the order.

Credit card number,
date must be provided

10



expensive meeting place ¡n Arkhangelsk, and maybe
foreign colleagues will be able to find funds for their
participation themselves. ln spite of this, we think we
need between US$ 35,000 and 50,000 for a successful
organisation of the Conference.

The Organising Committee of the Conference would like
to know your opinion on the importance of such
conference, the Conference programme, your possible
participation, as well as possibilities of f inancial
support of the Conference and publication of the
Proceedings. A detailed programme of the Conference
will be prepared after all arrangements and financial
problems are settled. Please contact:

Prof. V. Zemsky
MMC Chairman

Prof. V. Bel'kovich
Conference Chairman

The Russian Marine Mammal Council,
36 Nakhimovsky Pr.,

117581 Moscow, Russia
Tel./fax (095) 124 7290;
e-mail belkov@sio,rssi.ru

Meeting of the American Society
of Mammalogists,

University of Washington, Seattle, USA,
20-24 June 1999

The 1999 meetings of the American Society of Marine
Mammalogists will take place at the University of
Washington, Seattle, Washington, USA from June 20th
to 24th. As in the past two years, there will be spoken
and poster sessions set aside for marine mammal
contributions. Submission of papers for these sessions
is entirely optional and those who desire to have their
marine mammal material included in other sessions
(e.9. behaviour, anatamoy) are free to do so. lt is
anticipated that this option will be clearly indicated on

the abstract form.

ln addition to the sessions devoted to marine mammal
research, the ASM Marine Mammal Committee has
organised a symposium entitled "Marine Mammals: The
Next Century." The symposium attempts to foresee
trends and problems for the world's marine mammals
in the context of human development for a hundred
years into the future. The speakers and their topics
will be:

Dr. Ben Zuckerman, Dept. of Physics and Astronomy,
University of California al Los Angeles - "The Human
Niche: Demography, Technology and Economy to
21 00.'

Dr. John Harwood, Sea Mammal Research Unit, School
of Biological and Medical Sciences, University of St.
Andrews - "Seas and Rivers: Marine Mammal
Environments to 2100."

Dr. Doug DeMaster, Director of the National Marine
Fisheries Service, National Marine Mammal
Laboratory, and President of the Society for Marine
Mammalogy - "Predation and Competition: The impact
of fisheries to 2100."

Dr. Lee M. Talbot, Program on Environmental Science
and Public Policy, Department of Biology, George
Mason University - "Conservation Agendas, Their
Evolution and Consequences to 2100."

For further details, please contact

Paul K. Anderson
Chair, ASM Marine Mammal Committee

Society for Marine Mammalogy
13th Biennial Conference

Maui, Hawaii, 28 Nov - 3 Dec, 1999

The Thirteenth Biennial Conference on the Biology of
Marine Mammals will be held on Maui, Hawaii at the
newly renamed Outrigger Wailea Hotel in Wailea,
Hawaii. Preconference workshops are scheduled to
begin on Saturday November 27th and run through
November 28th. Conference (actual on site)
registration will occur on Sunday November 28th. The
meeting will begin the morning of the 29th of November
and continue on through Friday December 3rd. The
special conference hotel rate will be good for three
days prior to, and three days following, the meeting.
This year's banquet will be a Hawaiian Luau

AIR TRAVEL PLANS - MAKE THEM EARLY It iS

important to plan and schedule your trip well in
advance of the meeting because of the Thanksgiving Day
holiday on Thursday Nov 25th. Flights around that time
are typically very fully booked. Maui can be reached
by either direct flights to Kahului Maui from the
continental U.S. or flights to Honolulu connecting to
Kahului Maui. lnterisland flights are particularly busy
during the Thanksgiving holiday season. Wailea and
Kihei are about 17 miles from Kahului.

WORKSHOPS and SYMPOSIA As previously
announced, the deadline for applications for workshops
and symposia passed on 1st March 1999. ln order to
allow as many submitted papers and posters as
possible, the board of the society voted to limit the
number of symposia to no more than five. A variety of
topics are under consideration but no new suggestions
for topics can currently be accepted. Workshops will be
held on November 27th and 28th during the two days
prior to the actual conference. Symposia are embedded
within the conference.

ELECTRONIC ABSTRACT SUBMISSION The primary
place to submit abstracts is via the interactive
website:
<http://webdata. soc. h awaii. ed u/abst ract/>.
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Author information and text of the abstract should both
be typed into the self-explanatory webpage. Abstracts
will only be accepted up until JUNE 1, 1999 in order to
permit peer review evaluation of all abstracts.

I-IOTEL The first announcements indicated that
the meeting would be held at the Aston Wailea Resort
Hotel. That hotel has changed its name and is now the
Outrigger Wailea Resort Hotel. lts address is: 3700
Wailea Alanui Drive, Kihei, Maui Hawaii 96759. lf you
are calling from North America, the toll free number
for making reservations is 1 (800) 967-2960. The
direct number is (808) 879-1922. Hotel room rates
range from $134.00 for garden view rooms to
$159.00 for ocean view rooms. There will be no
additional charge for a third or fourth person per room.
It seems likely that the garden view rooms will fill fast
so it may be prudent to make reservations early. lf
you call to make reservations make sure that you let
the person know that you are associated with this
meeting. The room rates are substantially lower than
the resort's normal rate and the hotel has agreed to
offer the same prices for three days prior to and three
days after the meeting. You may want to take a look at
the hotel via the web. lf so, you can access it via
<http//www.outrigger.com. hawaii/details/property.a
sP=owr> but DO NOT MAKE RESERVATIONS ON-L|NE. tf
you do, you WILL NOT receive the negotiated
conference discount rates.

PRE-REGISTRATION Please be encouraged to
register for the meeting for additional savings
later you register, the more expensive it will be.

p re-
The

Registration forms and information are available via
the websites. The registration website is linked to both
the abstract submission site:
>http://webdata.soc.hawaii.edu/abstract and the
Conference home page:
http://webdata. soc. hawaii. ed u/abstract/Maui. html.

Unlike the abstract submission forms, the
preregistration forms are not interactive and will
require that you download and mail them. please make
sure to follow the preregistration directions.
Preregistration is being handled by Ms. Terry Odell in
Florida (todell@fbs.net). ptease mait the
preregistration forms to her at:

Ms. Terry Odell
Marine Mammal Conference
PO Box 692042
Orlando, FL 32869-2043, USA

STUDENTTRAVELGRANTS The Socíery for Marine
Mammalogy encourages student participation in its
13th Biennial Conference and has committed funds in
the form of Student Travel Grants to help defray the
travel expenses associated with the Maui meeting.
Students must be currenily enrolled in a degree
granting program at a recognised college or university
AND be a current member or have submitted an
application for membership of the SMM. The grant

applicant must be the first author of an abstract
submitted to the 13th Biennial Conference on the
Biology of Marine Mammals. While the travel grants
are not specifically merit based, the student MUST
HAVE AN ABSTRACT THAT HAS BEEN RF/IEÌVED AND
ACCEPTED for presentation (either verbal or poster) at
the meeting. This means that students will not know
whether funding will be available for them until after
the acceptance notices have been mailed out. Further
information and application blanks
are available at:
<http://www.whoi.edu/science/B/students/bjensen/
SMMtravel.html>.

VENDORS Vendors wishing to conduct business at
the meeting are urged to contact Ms. Naomi Mclntosh at
<naomi.mcintosh@noaa.gov> for specific information.

Conference Chair: Gene Nitta, Pacific lslands protected
Species Program. Manager, Pacific lslands Area Office,
National Marine Fisheries Service, 2S7O Dole Street,
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822, USA. Tet (808) 973-2987;
Fax (808) 973-2941. E-mail: Eugene.Nitta@noaa.gov

Scientific Chair: Paul E. Nachtigall, Marine Mammal
Research Program, Hawaii lnstitute of Marine Biology,
University of Hawaii. P.O. Box 1106, Kaitua, Hawaii
96734, USA.
Tel 808 247 5297, Fax 808 247 SAg1.
E-mail: nachtig@nosc.mil

Paul E. Nachtigall

OFFER OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL

Samples of harbour porpoise tissues from
Danish waters

(North Sea and Belt Seas)

Since early 1996, we at the Danish lnstitute for
Fisheries Research have been routinely collecting
samples of various organs and tissues of harbour
porpoise tissues from Danish waters, for f rozen
storage. We started this mainly for reasons arising
from the Agreement on the Conservation of Small
Cetaceans of the North and Baltic Seas (ASCOBANS)
that encouraged the establishment of research data and
tissues banks of small cetacean tissues.

ln addition, there are also large numbers of samples
from earlier years e.g. 19BB onwards through 19g0s.
All these samples have been maintained at -2SoC.
Unfortunately we do not have the space and facilities
for longer term storage, nor for maintenance at a
lower temperature, and therefore we are now
advertising these samples as being available to any
researchers who may wish to utilise them in a
research context. All samples have associated
biological information about the animals from which
they came from, and all samples were initially from
either fresh bycaught or fresh stranded animals. Skulls
were also preserved from most post-19g5 animals,

t2



and would be available for inspection and study but are
not part of the sample offer.

Since 1996, these frozen samples include blubber with
attached skin (also in foil), muscle, liver, kidney,
heart, lung, adrenals and spleen. Those samples from
earlier years e.g. 1988 onwards through 1990s, are
not in such pristine condition, and are not so
comprehensive, but are still suitable for certain
researches. These latter samples are in particular ones
we wish to advertise as available because very soon
we may have to make the decision to destroy them.
Considering the collection effort and potential scientific
value that these samples represent, this would be
unfortunate. Examples of the types of research the
samples may be useful for include heavy metal
contaminant studies, organochlorine analysis on the
more recent material, genetics (although most samples
have already been analysed), biochemical analysis, and
may be especially useful to students and those doing
small specialised research projects - maybe of a
comparative nature with other mammals.

We are obviously not giving these samples away at
whim, but arc welcoming serious requests from
scientists who explain what they plan to use the
samples for, and can at least pay for the shipment, and
will acknowledge their source. lf you are at all
interested, please contact us now about possibilities.
We can also give further details about the associated
biological data available.

We look forward to hearing from you at the following
address:

Christina Lockyer

Danish lnstitute for Fisheries Research,
Charlottenlund Slot, DK Z92O Charlottenlund,

Denmark
Tel: +45 33 96 33 7ï tax: +4S 33 96 gg gg

e-mail: chl@dfu.min.dk

REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

Please contact me directly if you are planning to
undertake this tour so that I can send you all the
necessary details as regards the itinerary and costs.
Looking forward with much interest to your assistance
and co-operation in this venture.

Noel Narendranath Daniels

179/2-A, Polhengoda Road,
Colombo 00500, Sri Lanka

Fax: +94 1 856744

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

Chairman: ChristinaLockyer
Secretary: Beatrice Jann
Treasurer: Roland Lick
Editor: Peter Evans
Members: Giovanni Bearzi

Anne Collet
Greg Donovan
Jaume Forcada
Emer Rogan
Nick Tregenza

Student Member: Simon lngram

Chairman:
Christina Lockyer,
Danish lnstitute for Fisheries Research, '

Charlottenlund Slot, DK-2920, Charlottenlund,
Denmark (Tel +45 33 96 3373; fax +4S 33 96 3333;
e-mail chl @dfu.min.dk)

Secretary:
Beatrice Jann,
Via Nolgio 3, CH-6900 Massagno
(Tel.líax +41 91 9660953;
e-mail jann@dial.eunet.ch)

Treasurer:
Roland Lick,
Kaiserstrasse 27 B,
D-24143 Kiel,
Germany
(Tel. +49 431 738942;
e-mail rlick2059@aol.com)

Editor:
Peter Evans,
Dept. of Zoology, South Parks Road,
GB-Oxford 0X1 3PS (Tet./fax +44 1865 717276;
email peter.evans@zoology.ox.ac.uk)

Other Members of Council:

Giovanni Bearzi,
Tethys Research lnstitute / Venice Dolphin project,
c/o Thetis SpA
castello 2737/1
30122 Venezia, ltaly

Whale and Dolphin Watching
in Sri Lanka & The Matdives

I would like to obtain your kind assistance and co-
operation through your participation in Dolphin
Watching tours to Sri Lanka. I have prepared a suitable
itinerary for such a tour for interested dolphin lovers,
covering all the known locations in the deep sea off the
coasts of Sri Lanka. This comprehensive programme is
not restricted to dolphin watching but also covers
visits to wildlife sanctuaries and the cultural and
heritage sites in Sri Lanka, and lasts 2g days.

The ideal time for this tour is in January, February or
March since this is the period when plenty of dolphins
can be viewed.
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(Tel. +39 0412406336;
e-mail: venicedp@tin.it/ bearzi@tin.it)

Anne Collet,
Centre de Recherche sur les Mammifères Marins,
Port des Minimes,
17000 La Rochelle, France
(Tel +33 546 44 9910; fax +33 546 44 9945; e-mait
crmm @ univ.lr.f r)

Greg Donovan,
lnternational Whaling Commission
The Red House, Station Road, Histon,
Cambridge CB3 ODL
(Tel +44 1223 233971; fax +44 1223 232876; e-mait
1 01 455. 1 360 @compuserve.com)

Jaume Forcada,
Dept. de Biología Animal (Vertebrats),
Facultat de Biología, Universidat de Barcelona, Diagonal
645, E-08028 Barcelona
(Tel. +34 3 4021453; fax +34 3 4110887; e-mait
forcada @ porthos.bio.ub.es)

Emer Rogan,
Department of Zoology, University College Cork, Lee
Maltings, Prospect Row, Cork
(Tel. +353 21 904053; fax +3SO 21 2TT922; emait
rogan @ bureau.ucc.ie)

Simon lngram (Student Representative)
ADC, University College Cork, Lee Maltings, prospect
Row, Cork
(Tel. +353 21 904053; fax +3S3 21 277922; email
singram @ bureau. ucc.ie)

Nick Tregenza,
Beach Cottage, Long Rock, Penzance
Cornwall TR20 8JE
(Tel +44 (0)1736 711783; emait
nick@ chelonia.demon.co. uk)

Working Group Contact persons:

Computer & E-mail Support Group:
Jan Willem Broekema
Brikkenwal 20, 2317 GT Leiden,
The Netherlands
(Tef. +31 71 5212076; e-mail broekema@inter.nl.net

Pathology:
Manuel García Hartmann
Duisburg Zoo, Mülheimer Str. 279, 4TOSB Duisburg,
Germany (Tel +49 203 0055900;
fax +49 203 3055922; e-mail haOO5ha@unidui.uni-
duisburg.de)

Sightings:
Peter Evans
Dept. of Zoology, University of Oxford,
South Parks Road, GB-Oxford 0X1 3pS

(Tel./fax +44 1865 727984; e-mail
peter.evans @ zoology.ox.ac. uk)

Mediterranean Sea:
Alex Aguilar (see Spain below)

ECS Electronic Mail Addresses:
ECS-all @ mailbase.ac.uk
(An open list to which cetacean-related discussions,
remarks, or requests can be sent.)

ECS-pathology @ mailbase.ac.uk
(A list for members with a special interest
pathology and anatomy of cetaceans.)
ECS-news @ mailbase.ac. uk
(A list open to students attending the
Conference.)

For enquiries about the membership
(address, telephone, fax and email),
copies of ECS pubtications, please contact

in . the

1 998

ECS-board@mailbase.ac.uk (Closed list)
(For all messages to the EOS-board members. you may
send, but cannot receive messages unless you are a
board-member.)

ECS-all-request @ mailbase.ac. uk
(To reach ECS Computer Support Group.)

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF
FOLLOWING MESSAGE:

A LIST, SEND THE

To: mailbase@mailbase.ac.uk
Subj:
Text: join ecs-all firstname.....lastname stop

The ECS Home Page can be reached at:
h ttp ://web. inte r. N L. n et/u se rs/J. W. B roeke ma/ecs

The ECS mailing lists can also be reached through World
Wide Web:
http://www.mailbase.ac.uk/lists-a-e/ecs-all (or any
other list)

list
and

Dr Harald Benke, Deutsches Meeresmuseum,
Katharinenberg 14, 18499 Stralsund, Germany
(Tel. +3831 26 50 21; Fax +3831 26 S0 60;
email Harald.Benke @ meeresmuseum.de)

NA]T[@NAL G@NTAG]T PERS@NS

Algeria Zitouni Boutiba, lnstitut des Sciences de la
Nature, Laboratoire de Biologie et pollution Marines,
University of Oran, Es-Senia, 91000 Oran (Tel. +213 6
337048; fax +213 6 410078)

Belgium Claude Joiris, Vrije Universiteit Brussel,
Laboratorium voor Ecotoxicologie, pleinlaan 2, B-10S0
Brussel (Tel. +21 2 629 3414; fax +82 2 629 3438;
e-mail cjoiris@vnet3.vub.ac.be)
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Groatia Danijela Miokovic, Rebar 145, 10000 Zagreb
(Fax 385-1-210 361)

Denmark Jonas Teilmann, Center for Sound
Communication, lnstitute of Biology, University of
Odense, Campusvej 55, DK-5230 Odense M Tel. +45 40
53 36 97; lax +45 65 32 47 Q4;

e-mail: danbiu @forskning.dk

Faroe lslands Dorete Bloch, Museum of Natural
History, Fútalág 40, F0-100 Tórshavn (Tel. +298 31
8588; fax +298 31 8589; e-mail doreteb@ngs.fo)

France Vincent Ridoux, Laboratoire de Biologie el
Biochimie Marines, Université de La Rochelle, 1S, rue
de Vaux de Foletier, 17026 La Rochelle Cedex, France
(Tel. +33 546 513922; lax +33 546 513942; e-mait
vridoux @ univ-lr.f r)

Germany Ursula Siebert, Forschungs- und
Technologiezentrum Westküste, Universitåt Kiel,
Werftstr. 6, D-25761 Büsum (Tel. +49 4834 604280;
fax +49 4834 6772; e-mail usiebert@ftz-west.uni-
kiel.de)

Greece Alexandros Frantzis, lnstitute of Marine
Biological Resources, National Centre for Marine
Research, Agios Kosmas, GR-166 04 Hellenikon (tet:
+301 8962730; fax: +301 8960108; e-mait:
af rantzis @ mail.otenet.gr)

lceland Jóhann Sigurjónsson, Marine Research
lnstitute, Skúlagata 4, P.O. Box 1390, lS-121
Reykjavík (Tel. +354 1 20240; fax +3S4 1 623790;
e-mail johann @hafro.is)

lreland Emer Rogan, Department of Zoology,
University College Cork, Lee Maltings, prospect Row,
Cork (Tel. +353 21 904053; fax +3S3 21 277922; e-
mail rogan @ bureau.ucc.ie)

lsrael Oz Goffman, lsrael Marine Mammal Research
& Assistance Center - IMMRAC The Recanati Center
for Maritime Studies, University of Haifa, Mount
Carmel, Haifa, 31905
(Tel. +972 4 824060O; lax +972 4 8240499)

Italy Giovanni Bearzi, Tethys Research lnstitute /
Venice Dolphin Project, c/o Thetis SpA, Castello
27371t, 30122 Venezia, ltaly
(Tel. +39 0412406336; e-mait: venicedp@tin.it/
bearzi@ tin. it)

Malta Sarah Micallef, Marine Life Care Group Malta
"Marilena", Censu Barbara Street, San Gwan SGN 02
(Tel. +356 338459; fax +356 341595; e-mait
mlcg @ waldonet. net. mt)

The Netherlands Richard Witte, National lnstitute
for Coastal and Marine Management, P.O. Box 8039,
4330 EA Middelburg
(Tel: +31 118 672 351; fax: +31 118 651046
e-mail: R.H.Witte@rikz.rws.minvenw.nl)

Norway Arne Björge, Norsk lnstitut for
Natu¡{orskning - NINA, University of Oslo, PO Box
736, Sentrum, N-0105 Oslo (Tel. +47 22 940371; fax
+47 22 940301;
e-mail arne.bjørge @ ninaosl.ninaiku.no)

Poland lwona Kuklik, Hel Marine Station, University
of Gdansk, 84-150 Hel, PO Box 37
(Tel. +48 58 750836; fax +48 58 750420;
e-mail oceik@ monika.univ. gda.pl)

Portugal Marina Loewenstein de Sequeira, lnstituto
de Conservaçáo da Natureza, Rua Filipe Folque 46-30,
P-1050 Lisboa (Tel. +351 1 3523018; fax +3S1 1

357 477 1;
e-mail msequeira@mail.telepac.pt)

Slowenia Darja Ribaric, Slovenia Museum of Natural
History, Presernova 20, 1000 Ljubljana (Tel, +386 61
1258 472; fax +386 61 218846; e-mail
darja. ribaric @ guest.arnes.si)

Spain Juan Antonio Raga, Departamento de Biologia
Animal, Universitat de Valencia, Dr. Moliner 50, E-
46100 Burjasot, Valencia, Spain
(Tel. +34 96 3864375; fax: +34 96 3864372;
e-mail: toni.raga@uv.es)

Sweden Patrik Børjesson, Department of Zoology,
Stockholm University, S-10691 Stockholm (Tel. +46
816 4029; fax +46 816 7715, e-mail:
please @ zoologi.su.se)

Switzerland Beatrice Jann, Via Nolgio 3,
CH-6900 Massagno (Tel/fax +41 91 9660953;
e-mail jann@dial.eunet.ch)

Turkey Bayram Öztürk, lstanbul University, Faculty
of Fisheries, Ordu Cad. No. 200, 34480 Laleti lstanbul
(Tel. +90 3239050; fax +90 216 3239050; e-mait
oztu rkb @ doruk.com.tr)

United Kingdom Nick Tregenza, Beach Cottage, Long
Rock, Penzance, Cornwall TR20 BJE (Tel +44 (0)1736
711783; e-mail nick@chelonia.demon.co.uk)

Ukraine Alexei Birkun, BREMA Laboratory,
R. Luxembourg Str. 27-2a, Simferopol, Crimea,
333720 (Tel./fax +380 652 2b3S03; e-mait
alexei @ birkun.crimea.ua)
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