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EDITOR¡AL

For the Board members of the ECS and the
Society for Marine Mammalogy, the various
committees established, as well as almost one
hundred abstract reviewers, the last couple of

months have been ones of growing activity. We
are ten weeks away from the World Marine
Mammal Science Conference: almost 600
abstracts have been received, and bookings are
coming in fast from all parts of the world.
There have already been over 550
registrations from around 38 countries
including the Far East, Australia and New
Zealand, South Africa, Mexico, United States
and Canada, and most European countries.
Capacity is limited to 1,500 persons, so people

are advised to register soon. ln any event,
postal bookings will not be taken after 1Sth
December. lt promises to be a unique occasion
with ân unprecedented breadth of topics
covered in the programme. I would like to pay
tribute to Anne Collet who as Conference
Organiser has worked tirelessly for more than
a year to make this a successful event, I don't
know how she has had time for any of her own
work.

ln the meantime, I hope everyone has had a
successful summer. Please remember to send
in contributions however small f or the next
newsletter which is scheduled to be produced
sometime during December (deadline for
material is 'lst December). Please email them
if you can. Thank you.

PETER EVANS

ECS NEWS

PIease read caref ully the f ollowing
inf ormation since it relates to ALL
members of the ECS:

MEMBERS' RECEIPT
OF ECS MATERIAL

Some members have written to us to say that
they are not receiving material such as
newsletters and Proceedings from the society.
We have investigated this in some detail, and in

the majority of cases, one of two reasons
apply:

(1) the member has changed address since
providing that information (often at an ECS
conference). This applies particularly to
students. lf you know of someone who is a

member but is not receiving material, please
ask them to send their latest address to Mrs
Westphal at Stralsund (address below).

(2) the member has completed a form in their
handwriting (either by post or at the annual
conference) but the name and/or address is not

legible. ln future, please write this information
clearly in capital letters!

ECS CONTACT POINTS

Many prospective and current members are
uncertain whom to contact for particular
information.

(b) want to change address
(c) wish to purchase past
or proceedings, please write

lf you
(a) wish to join
membership;

or renew your

details;
newsletters

to:

Society
please

European Cetacean Society, clo Deutsches
Museum f ür Meereskunde und Fischerei,
Katharinenberg 14-20, D-18439 Stralsund,
Germany (marking it for the attention of Mrs
lnes Westphal).

lf you want details about the
(including membership f orms),
write to:

ECS Secretary, Beatrice Jann, Via Nolgio 3,

CH-6900 Massagno (Tel./fax +41 91

9660953; e-mail jann@dial.eunet.ch).

lf you want to pay your subscription
by credit card or transf er directly to
the ECS-account, please write to:

Dr Roland Lick, ECS, Postbank Hamburg (FRG),
Germany, Account-No. 789584-205, Bank
Code 200 100 20 (stating your name and
calender year for membership fee).

lf you would like to send a contribution
f or the newsletter, pref erably email
but otherwise send on diskette (in MS
Word) to the editor:

Dr Peter Evans, 70 Stratford Street, Oxford
0X1 3PS Tel./fax +44 1865 727984; email
peter. evans @zoology.ox.ac. uk)

ECS COUNCIL NOMINATIONS

Two persons (Toni Raga and Ursula Siebert)
are due to retire at our next AGM whilst our
Secretary Beatrice Jann is resigning due to
pressure of work. Thus there will be three
vacancies (including the olfice of Secretary).
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Members are invited to submit nominations for
the ECS Council to Beatrice Jann by lst
January 1998. These will be put to the vote
along with the Council's own nominations at the
AGM of the Society to be held in Monaco on

Friday 23rd January between 18:00 and
20:00. Please make sure that the nominee is

prepared to stand, and he or she should ideally
have an e-mail address.

For Council membership, it helps to have both
Southern and Northern Europe reasonably
equally represented, and to have some
representation from countries that have large
memberships.

ECS MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA

Following some conf usion over the criteria
enabling people to pay a reduced subscription
for membership of the Society, the ECS Council
has defined those entitled to "student"
membership as:

Anyone with a valid student lD card (proof of
which must be supplied at the time of
application, if necessary in the f orm of a

photocopy) or who has been unwaged for an
extended period.

ECS NATIONAL CONTACT PERSONS

National Contact Persons are appointed by the
ECS Council. They are n o t of f icially
representing that country but are volunteers
who facilitate the running of the Society on a

more regional basis and to whom we are most
appreciative. The main tasks that we ask of a

National Contact Person are that he or she

(a) encourages membership of the society
within their country by advertising it at
meetings and through answers to letters from
potentially interested persons. They should
specially try to promote the Society's annual
conference within their country.

(b) makes an annual check of the list of
members from their country (supplied from
our German "office") to ensure that names and
addresses are correct.

(c) gathers together inf ormation about
research activities within their country and
submits these at least once a year to the ECS
Council (presently to Ursula Siebert preferably
by e-mail) for publication in the newsletter.

(d) disseminates news relating to cetaceans
(conservation issues, rare species, etc) from

within their country to the Society membership
through the medium of the newsletter (send
direct to Peter Evans preferably by e-mail).

(e) sells past ECS publications within their
country on behalf of the Society, if good

opportunities to do so arise.

A number of National Contact persons have
been relatively inactive for an extended period.

To avoid this occurring in the future, Council
has decided to appoint National Contact persons

Íor a 4-year term but review the progress of

each on an annual basis, and if necessary, to

appoint an alternative person f rom that
country.

ECS PROCEEDINGS

Several times we have debated the form that
ECS Conference Proceedings should take. At the

AGM in Stralsund the ECS Board recommended
that we move to having contributions peer-
reviewed, starting f rom those accepted and
submitted lor publication from the Monaco
Conference. However, the ECS Board discussed
this further at our October 1997 meeting, and
felt that before reaching a final decision, we
should consider further the various
implications so that members could vote on this
at the AGM in Monaco (or by post).

lf peer review was to take place, the ECS
would need to establish an Editorial Committee
and a referee system established. The length of
contributions (presently four pages maximum
overall) could only be increased if only a small
portion of submissions were accepted. ln effect
the Proceedíngs would become another journal.

The advantage of having a peer reviewed set of
Proceedings is that
(1 ) it should raise the standard of
contributions, and results and interpretations
presented may be more authoritative and less
"preliminary".
(2) other scientists referring to papers cited in

the Proceedings know that these have already
been peer reviewed so citations are of greater
professional value.

The disadvantages are that:
(1) the Proceedings (and hence membership)
would cost more, because there are inevitably
extra costs in sending manuscripts back and
forth between editor, editorial committee,
reviewers and authors.
(2) Proceedings would take much longer to
appear - possibly two years from the date of
the conference. Thus it would not serve its
present function of disseminating

2



preliminary/recent results of research
(or at least at shorter notice than a
journal does).

able to confirm that your registration has been
processed by checking your bank or credit card
statement.

Most ECS members are accustomed to
renewing their membership when arriving at

the Annual Conf erence, which is very
convenient for everyone when a few hundred
attendees are registrating. But the WMMSC
registration desk will have to welcome over
1,000 attendees from two Societies, the ECS

and the SMM, and to make sure that you won't

have to stand in line for a long time, we highly

encourage you to renew your ECS membership
as soon as possible: (1) if you have already
registered as a NEW ECS member, you have

been systematically recorded as 1998
membership so everything is clear; (2) if you

have already registered as an ECS member for
1997, the ECS membership 1998 renewal form

must be sent, prior to 15 December, together
with payment to the ECS address (European
Cetacean Society, c/o Deutsches Museum für
Meereskunde und Fischerei, Kaìharinenberg
14-20, D-18439 Stralsund, Germany, marked
for the attention of Mrs lnes Westphal); or (3)

if you haven't already registered, you MUST
send your ECS 1998 membership new or
renewal application form TOGETHER WITH the
registration form and payments (two separate
payments: one for registration and one for ECS
membership) to Terry Odell (Marine Mammal
Conference, PO Box 692042, Orlando, FL

32869-2042, USA; fax no. for credit card
payments only: +1-407-345-5397).

Organisation The plenary session
will be opened by the Prince Rainier of Monaco.
ln addition to talks presented in plenary, at
workshops, or within symposia, there will be
100 oral presentations, whilst 500 posters
will be posted during the entire Conference.
Poster boards are 1.0 m wide by 1.5 m high.

Of students who have submitted an abstract
and have checked the travel grant box, 152 are
eligible. The Travel Grant Committee will soon
inform those who have been selected. Travel
grants will be provided on site.

A few other travel grants will be available for
people from developing countries. Applications
should be sent to Leah Gerber, email:
leah @f ish.washington.edu; fax: +1-206-685-
7471.

There will be two video nights on Wednesday
21 and Friday 23 January. lf you wish to
present a video, you must register for the
conference and send a COPY of your video in
VHS format (1/2 inch) either to:

quickly
regular

Please members of the ECS consider
these points carefully and contact me
(by letter, fax or e-mail) with your
views BY THE END OF DECEMBER 1997.

PETER EVANS

WORLD MARINE MAMMAL SCIENCE
CONFERENCE

MONACO, 20-24 JAN 1998

The first WORLD MARINE MAMMAL SCIENCE
CONFERENCE (WMMSC), organised jointly by
the Society for Marine Mammalogy and the
European Cetacean Society, will be held at the
Congress Center and the adjacent Hotel Loews
in the Principality of Monaco lrom 20 lo 24
January 1998. Registration is on a first come
first served basis, so booking should be done
quickly. Furthermore, the quicker one books
the easier it is to obtain the cheaper
accommodation.

Registration As indicated in the
editorial, over 550 people from almost 40
countries have already registered to attend the
WMMSC. We had to fix an upper limit of 1,500
attendees; this might be reached before the end
of the year if registration f orms keep on

arriving at the same rate as these last weeks.
We therefore urge those who have not already
registered to do so as soon as possible. This
will also help the Conference Committee in its
work since many things need to be ordered far
in advance.

IF YOU ARE REGISTERING, PLEASE READ AND
FOLLOW ALL INSTRUCTIONS. All registrations
must bemade using the off icial WMMSC
registration form. Altered forms will NOT be
processed, and you will have to fill out an
off icial f orm and pay the on site f ees in

Monaco. lf your printer cannot handle 'll4 inch
margins on all four sides of the page, PLEASE
use Adobe Acrobat which is part of the web
page, available at no cost, to download your
forms. The form was painstakingly designed to
fit on a single page and should be printed as it
appears on the web.

Also, contact information is very important in

case we need to get in touch with you; please
make sure you are giving your CURRENT
mailing address, email and fax number so that
we can reach you. Many faxes have arrived in
unreadable condition. Confirmation is by e-mail
only; if you do not have e-mail, you should be
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Ursula Siebert, Forschungs- und
Technologiezentrum Westkueste,
University of Kiel,
Hafentoern, D-25761 ,

Buesum, Germany;
fax: +49-4834-6772;
email: usiebert@ftz-west.uni-kiel.de;

or to Dan Odell, Sea World, lnc.,
7007 Sea World Drive, Orlando,
Florida 32821-8097, USA;
lax: +4O7-345-5397;
email: odell @ pegasus.cc.ucf.edu

Below is the provisional schedule of the
Conference and workshops. Please note that
you must register for the main Conference if
you wish to attend a workshop. You are also
required to register for each workshop by
informing the respective convenor(s) that you
plan to attend their workshop. Small fees ($20
per workshop) will be requested for workshops
at the registration desk on site. The Student
Affairs Workshop fees are $10 but this will be
paid by the Societies so students having nothing
to pay.

Please check ECS-all and the ECS web site for
any last minute announcement.

PROVISIONAL TIME SCHEDULE FOR THE
WMMSC, MONACO, 20-24 January 1998

- 4 days for Scientific Sessions:
1 plenary sessions (4 talks of 30 min.):
1 Wed. 21, 09:30-10:00 = 1 talk

10:30-12:00 = 3 talks

21 verbal sessions (100 talks of 15 min.):
2Wed.21, 13:30-15:30 = 12 talks
1 Wed. 21, 16:00-17:30 = 4 talks
2 Thurs.22, 08:30-10:00 = I talks
2 Thurs.22, 10:30-'12:00 = 8 talks
2 Thurs.22, 13:30-15:30 = 12 talks
2 Fri.23, 08:30-10:00 = I talks
2 Fri. 23, 10:30-12:00 - 8 talks
2 Fri. 23, 13:30-15:30 = 12 talks
2 Sal. 24, 08:30-10:00 = 8 talks
2 Sal. 24, 10:30-12:00 = 8 talks
2 SaL 24, 13:30-15:30 = 12 talks

4 poster sessions (= c. 500 posters):
'l Wed. 21, 16:00-17:30
1 Thurs.22, 16:00-17:30
1 Fri.23, 16:00-17:30
1 Sat.24, 16:00-17:30

- administration:
SMM Board meeting, Tues. 20, 08:30-12:00
SMM Board meeting, Tues. 20, 13:30-17:30
ECS Board meeting, Tues. 20, 08:30-12:00
SMM AGM, 1st sess. Wed. 21, 18:00-20:00
SMM AGM, 2nd sess. Thurs. 22, 18:00-20:00
ECS Student Annual Meeting

Thurs. 22, 21:30-23:00
ECS AGM, Fri. 23, 18:00-20:00

SMM-ECS business meeting
Sun. 25, 08:30-12:00

- social events:
welcome cocktail
opening session
video-night
video-night
banquet + awards
tours

18:00-20:00
08:30-09:30
21:30-23:00
21:30-23:00
19:00-24:00
08:30-18:00

Tues.
Wed.
Wed.

Fri.
Sat.
Sun.

20,
21 ,

21 ,

23,
24,
25,

5 symposia,
2 Thurs.22,
2 Fri. 23,
1 Sat. 24,

16:00-17:30 & 21:30-23:00
16:00-17:30
16:00-17:30

Scientif ic Program
There will be two concurrent oral scientific
sessions every d"y, with poster sessions
organised each afternoon. Five symposia will
be held during the conference:

Scale lssues in Marine Mammals:
Goncepts and Applications Organised by
Jonathan Stern

This symposium has two focuses, one on the
scale at which humans sample or observe
natural patterns, the other on how animals
sample their environment. The pattern that we
see depends on the scale at which we observe.
Changing that scale, from the population to the
individual or vice versa, changes our
interpretation of the pattern. Thus our
perception of the pattern is scale-dependent.
The ways animals use habitat also depends on
the scale at which they interact with the
environment. Animals may sample their
environment at different scales
simultaneously, including physiological,
allometric, behavioural, and environmental.
The sampling design of field studies needs to
take these scale differences into account. The
correlation of marine mammals with
oceanographic features, resource distribution,
resource competition, and management issues
are all scale-dependent. This symposium
f ocuses on the theoretical and practical
applications of spatial and temporal scales in

relation to marine mammal studies. Contact
Jonathan Stern at e-mail
"sternj @ tamu g.tamu. edu".
Time: Thursday 22 January 1600-1730 and
21 30-2300.

Mysticetes: why migrate? Organised by
Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara and Phil
Clapham
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Mysticetes are known to be among the greatest

migrants, and theories exist to explain both the
functions and the evolution of such migrations.
However, many exceptions to the general
mysticete migratory pattern are known, and
the more that is learned, the more exceptions
are found. The aims of the symposium - which
will also discuss whale populations living in
enclosed or semi-enclosed seas - will be to
explore the function of mysticete migration and
the factors which might influence individual
decisions on whether or where to migrate.
Contact Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara at e-

mail "gnstri@imiucca.csi.unimi.it," fax 39-2-
29-40- 1987, or Phil Clapham at
"claphamp@nmnh.si.edu". Time: Thursday 22
January 1600-1730 and 2130-2300.

Marine Mammals and Oceanographic
Processes Organised by Cynthia Tynan

This symposium welcomes presentations which
define linkages between marine mammal
ecology and oceanographic processes and
features. Oceanographers, climatologists, and
ecologists are encouraged to submit abstracts
of the ir inte rd is cip lin a ry resea rch wh ich
demonstrates the ecological importance of
oceanographic or climatologic processes to
marine mammals. Several oceanographers will
be invited to provide overviews of general
circulation patterns, and processes, which can
set the stage f or more specif ic papers
examining the distributions and behaviour of
marine mammals relative to circulation,
f rontal zones, water masses, eddies, ice
edges, and topographic features. Analyses
which show the coupling between oceanographic
f eatures and the availability of prey are
especially welcome. Submission of an abstract
is required for all presentations. Relevant
abstracts that have already been submitted for
the conf erence may be resubmitted to the
symposium on request. Please send a hard copy
of the abstract to Cynthia Tynan, Joint lnst.
for the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean, U.

Washington, c/o NOAA/AFSC/NMML, 7600
Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115-0070.
E-mail "tynan@afsc.noaa.goV," Telephone
(206)526-4033, FAX (206)526-661 s. Please
provide author's name, address and affiliation,
phone and fax numbers, and e-mail address
with the abstract.Time: Friday 23 January,
1 600- 1 730.

Recent advances in marine mammal
acoustics; noise pollution, habitat
degradation, and policy making
Organised by Ronald Schusterman and David
Kastak

The past quarter century has seen rapid
progress in our understanding of the
importance of sound to marine mammals.
Unfortunately, during the same period of time
there has been an equally rapid inf lux of
anthropogenic noise in the marine environment.
ln 1995, the publication of Richardson's
'Marine Mammals and Noise' made accessible
30 years of research on marine mammal
auditory functioning, including absolute
thresholds, masked thresholds, frequency
discrimination, and directional hearing in
pinnipeds and cetaceans. Recently, much more
extensive work has been performed on
anatomical, physiological, and behavioural
acoustics, with a new found emphasis on the
legal implications of low frequency hearing and
the effects of noise. This symposium will
present advances in lhese areas, with special
emphasis on a) the relations between ear
anatomy and function; b) amphibious hearing;
c) low-f requency absolute and masked
thresholds; d) noise-induced temporary
threshold shift; and e) anthropogenic noise and
public policy. These papers will address the
general topic of marine mammal vulnerability
to noise pollution and habitat degradation both
in air & underwater. Contact Ron Schusterman
at (e-mail rjschust@cats.ucsc.edu). Time:
Friday 23 January 1600-1730.

Managing marine mammals in
uncertain world: application of
precautionary principle Organised
Steve Swartz

an
the
by

Scientists play an increasingly important role
in the implementation of the 'Precautionary
Principle" by providing scientif ic advice to
wildlife conservationists and managers. A
unique contribution of scientists in this
partnership lies in their ability to identify
sources of uncertainty in population estimates
(production rates, sustainable removals,
population trends and other factors) to place
bounds on this uncertainty, and provide
information that is understandable and useful to
managers and policy makers. By dealing with
uncertainty in a systematic and quantitative
way, scientists can help living resource
managers evaluate the consequ€nces of
alternative management decisions and reduce
the risks to both exploited and unexploited
populations . This symposium will address the
scientific issues involved in risk-averse
management, provide recent examples of how
the scientific method is being applied to deal
with these issues, and explore future
applications of scientific risk assessment as a
conservation and management tool.
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Contact Steve Swartz; e-mail
"Steve.Swartz@NOAA.GOV," fax 1-301'713-
1875. Time: Saturday 24 January 1600-1730.

Eight wo rks h o p s will precede the regular
conference. Please notify workshop organisers
as soon as possible if you plan to attend so that
space will be made for you, and don't forget
that with the exception of the Student Affairs
Workshop, there is a fee of U.S. $20. to cover
the cost of video equipment rental, and other
incidentals payable at the conference
registration desk.

Below are the titles and descriptions of
workshops that were received as of the end of

October.

Marine Mammal Reproduction:
Morphotogy and Physiology Organised by
Christina Lockyer and Thomas Buus-Sørensen

This workshop welcomes participation by
researchers (both established in the field and
also students) who would like to make an

informal contribution on their studies on any
marine mammal (cetaceans, seals, otters,
sirenians, polar bears) that focuses on
morphology and physiology. However, it will
not be restricted to just these aspects should
there be new information of a more general
nalure on any little known or poorly studied
species. This workshop is for informal
presentation of research (including ongoing
PhD. or MSc. research) and while submission of
an abstract or presentation outline is desirable
(no deadline but early notifications are
encouraged) there will be no formal publication
or compilation of the proceedings of the
workshop. Please contact either Christina
Lockyer on e-mail "chl@dfu.min.dk" (fax +45-
33-96-3333) or Thomas Sørensen on e-mail
"tbs@dfu.min.dk" for more information, draft
agenda and request for participation. Time:
Sunday 18 January, 1330-1800, and Monday
20 January, 0800-2000.

Assessing Behavioural lmpacts of
Human Activities on Marine Mammals
Organised by Kelly Allman

This workshop will examine protocols used to
assess behavioural impacts on marine
mammals of human activities. The capability to
distinguish natural behaviours exhibited by
marine mammals from those which result from
human activities is a critical component to
most behavioural studies. Participants of this
workshop are invited to share protocols,
research techniques and ideas used to measure
effects on marine mammals. Participants will
examine how marine mammal reactions from

research activities, boat traff ic, noise and
other sources are recognized and quantified'
We will discuss paradigms used to gauge what
is considered a significant impact versus a

subtle one. Terminology used to describe
different degrees of impact will be reviewed.
Discussion topics will include the assessment
of a reaction during distribution and abundance
sightings, and the use of indicators such as

swimming direction and speed, surface and

diving behaviours, and patterns of group
associations. Acoustic, visual and physiological

techniques used to monitor behavioural
responses will be discussed. Contact Kelly
Allman, "kallman@dnai.com", tel +1'510-527-
1879, fax +1-51O-527-1970. Time: Monday
19 January, 0800-1800.

Red uci ng Cetacean BYcatches:
P ro g ress w¡t h Aco ustic Dete rrents
Organised by Simon Northridge, Andy Read,
and Greg Donovan

This Workshop is intended for workers active
in this field. lt is not intended to produce an

overview of the problem but rather to review
results from recent fieldwork and theoretical
advances and to discuss ways in which to move

forward. Brief presentations of recent results
will take place on the first evening. The
following day will be a round-table workshop,
following a predetermined agenda. A major aim
of the workshop will be to agree to a standard
protocol for testing the efficacy of
modifications to fishing gear, with the focus on

obtaining statistically meaningful results. The
Workshop will be limited to a maximum of 30
people. lf you wish to attend, please contact
Simon Northridge on e-mail 'spn1@st-
andrews.ac.uk" or fax lo +44-1224-734246,
giving a brief outline of your potential
contribution. Alternatively, contact Andy Read
at "aread@mail.duke.edu' or Greg Donovan at
"10145.1360@Compuserve.com." Time:
Monday 19 January, 1800-2300 and Tuesday
20 January, 0800-1800.

Discussion on the Biology and
Conservation of the World's
Endangered Monk Seals
Organised by Alex Aguilar and Bill Gilmartin

Monk seals remain one of the most threatened
and poorly known groups of pinnipeds. Of the
three modern species of the genus, one is

considered to be extinct and the other two are
highly endangered. This workshop aims at
gathering experts and interested scientists,
students and managers to present information
and participate in discussion of the current
status, biology and conservation of the genus
worldwide. The workshop will develop in two
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parts: l) presentation of communications and ii)
discussion of main topics: population status and

trends, general biology and behaviour, and

management. Submit abstracts of
communications (verbal or posters) by the
beginning of November. Verbal communications
are limited to one per presenter, but more than

one poster may be presented per person. The

format for abstracts is the same as for the

main Conference. Fax or e-mail versions may

be sent to meet the deadline, but a good quality

hard copy is required. Abstracts will be

distributed to attendants. Please contact Dr.

Alex Aguilar (e-mail: alexa@porthos.bio.ub.es,
fax:+34-3-319-8959), or Mr. William
Gilmartin (e-mail: william.gilmartin@noaa.gov,
fax: +1-808-293-9558). Time: Monday 19

January, 0800-2000 and Tuesday 20 January,
0800- 1200.

Whalewatch Research Organised bY

Christopher D. Malcolm and Dave Duffus

Following the 1995 workshop, "Scientif ic
Aspects of Managing Whale Watching", in

Montecastello, ltaly, development ol a

scientific framework was determined to be a

primary issue with respect to management.
This workshop will provide an opportunity to
present recent advances, in a formal session,
and revisit and discuss research directions in a

subsequent informal session.
For f urther details, contact Christopher D.

Malcolm, Dept. of Geography, University of
Victoria, Victoria, BC, Canada; e-mail:
cmalcolm@office.geog.uvic,ca. Time: Monday
19 January, 0800-2000.

Bio-acoustic Signal Processing:
Directions for Future Research
Organized by Michel André and Cees Kamminga

This workshop is organized f or active
researchers in the field of marine mammal
bioacoustics. lt is intended to debate the future
issues of research and not to review previous
results. Signal Processing includes the
theoretical aspects of how marine mammals
process and use acoustic information as well as

the scientific interpretation and understanding
of marine mammals bio-acoustic signals,
incorporating recent advances in technology
for signal acquisition and analysis as well as

software dedicated to bio-acoustics. Short
presentations based on very recent results will
open the discussion following a determined
program centred upon f inding common
strategies of research and in defining
immediate issues to be applied to marine
mammal biology. The workshop will have a

limited number of participants and will be
conducted over a period of one day. People

interested in attending should contact Michel
André or Cees Kamminga, sending a short
outline of their presentation. Michel André (e-

mail mandre@infovia.ulpgc.es or alternatively
mandre@cmmc.ext.ulpge.es, fax +34-28-55-
1555); Cees Kamminga (e-mail
kamminga@it.et.tudelft.nl; fax +31-15'278'
1843). Time: Tuesday 20 January, 0800-
1 800.

WMMSC Student Aflairs WorkshoP
Organised by Leah Gerber and Paula Moreno

The objective of the student workshop is to

provide students with career planning tools and

to give them contact with professionals and

other students. Presentations will be made by
senior scientists from Europe and the U.S.

about programs that they supervise, graduate
positions, and volunteer positions. Journals
that accept papers related to marine mammals,

available marine mammal bibliographies and
grant writing for marine mammal research will
also be summarised and discussed. Senior
scientists representing various disciplines will
be available for informal discussion with
students. A separate session for students only
will focus on student issues relevant to SMM

and ECS. A social gathering will follow. Contact

Leah Gerber at "leah@fish.washington.edu,"
fax 1-206-526-66'l 5, or Paula Moreno at
"nop48929 @telepac.pt." Time: Tuesday 20

January 1330-1800

The following workshop has been organised, but

no formal description is available as of the end
of October:

"Histopathological Findings in
Cetaceans" Organised by Manuel Hartmann

ln an informal way, histopathological slides
will be presented to the participants for a joint

discussion of findings and diagnosis. Slides
should be provided by the participants
themselves and may cover any subject related
to cetacean histopathology and histology. They
will be viewed through a microscope attached
to a video screen. The aim of the workshop is

to jointly discuss any finding of interest of
interest of interest and possibly comment on
unsolved cases. Persons planning to attend the
workshop should contact Manuel García
Hartmann. Please indicate the number of slides
that you may want to present. Contact Manuel

García Hartmann, Muelheimer Str. 273, 47058
Duisburg, Germany.
(e-mail ha005ha@unidui.uni-duisburg.de;
tel. +49-203-305-5942;
fax +49-203-305-5922). Time: Monday 19

January 0800-1800.
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The Scientific Program Committee is co-
chaired by Dr Roger Gentry, Seattle, USA
(email "gentry@afsc.noaa.gov")
and Dr Peter Evans, Oxford, UK (email

"peter.evans@zoology.ox.ac.uk") to whom
enquiries specific to the program should be
addressed.

For general enquiries, please contact the
Conference Committee Chair, Dr Anne Collet,
Centre de Recherche sur les Mammiferes
Marin, lnstitut de la Mer et du Littoral, Port

des Minimes, 17000 La Rochelle, France. (fax:

+33-546-44-9945; e-mail "crmm @ univ-
lr.f/') or consult the following web sites:
"http://pegasus. cc. u cf . e d u/-sm m" o r

"http://web. i nter. n l/users/u se rs/
J.W.broeke ma/ecs. htm"

Completed registration forms (obtainable from
Anne Collet or the above websites) should be

sent to: Marine Mammal Conference, PO Box
692042, Orlando, FL 32869-2042, USA (fax
1 -407 -345- 5397).

Looking forward to seeing you in Monaco,

THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

NEWS FOR STUDENTS

ELECTION OF THE STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE ECS BOARD

(1ee8-ee)

1. Announcement for candidates

At the next Annual Gonference, Monaco, 20-24
January 1 998, the current student
representative will end her two-year term of
office (1996-e7).

The Board asks for any student member
interested in serving as student representative
for the period 1998-99 to submit their name
following the instructions below.

The major roles of the student representative
include:
- organisation of a Student Annual Meeting;
- support for individual or collective initiatives
to improve opportun ities f or ach ieving
academic or prof essional qualif ications with
regard to cetacean research;
- improvement of the performance of the
Society by better liaison between members;
- participation in the Board Meetings and
representation of student interest and
execution of tasks assigned to the student
representative;

- help in the organisation of the Annual
Conf erence;
- general assistance of students upon request
or on one's own initiative.

2. Procedures

To be eligible, the candidate must be a student
member. The candidates should be able to

communicate reasonably in English and to have

access to e-mail.

- to apply, fill in the form below and send to

Paula Moreno (details below); it must be

received by 1st December (so that names can

be announced during December in time for
voting).

- do not forget to enclose photocopy ol valid
student-lD card.

For persons nominating themselves, please
provide the following information (do not
nominate others because we need proof that
they are willing to stand).

NAME, AGE, DEGREE, UNIVERSITY, COUNTRY,
LAST YEAR OF MEMBERSHIP PAID, ASPECTS
OF CV RELEVANT TO THIS POSITION, and an

outline of INITIATIVES YOU WOULD PROMOTE.

VOTING PROCEDURE

- only student members with updated fees may
vote;

- voting can be done either by filling in the
appropriate form (to be circulated by mail in

December, and on ECS-all and ECS homepage)
and sending to Paula Moreno not later than Sth

January (date of reception) or by voting at the
AGM in Monaco. For those not attending the
Monaco Conference, this will be your only
opportunity to vote.

Votes that f ail to comply with these
requirements will be cancelled.

WORKSHOP ON STUDENT AFFAIRS AND
CAREERS AT THE WORLD MARINE
MAMMAL SCIENCE CONFERENCE

As most of you know I am organizing together
with Leah Gerber (SMM) a workshop for
students at the next Conference in Monaco (the

World Marine Mammal Science Conference,
Monaco 20-24 January, 1998).

This workshop is meant to address relevant
issues to assist students in becoming
involved/proceeding in marine mammal
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research by promoting the contact between
students and senior researchers.

The nature of presentations and discussion is

very diversed, ranging from oral presentations

to round tables. We also plan lo gather
documentation, which will later be made
available through the WEB or copies will be

distributed during the conference (eventually
sent by mail upon request).

The structure you will find below is provisional

and the text in brackets is only to give you an

idea of what could be raised. We welcome your

comments, suggestions and assistance to

organize - lF YOU WISH TO VOLUNTEER
TO HELP ON ANY TOP¡C, DON'T
HESITATE TO CONTACT ME - and improve
this program.

The first topic "Careers in Marine
Mammology" consists mainly of providing
practical information on relevant tools. Then
invited speakers will present research
programs covering many different fields and at

the end participants can pose questions. After
the break we will concentrate on issues related

to the Societies. Then we will have the
opportunity to sit in small groups and select
from a wide variety of topics and meet with

well known senior researchers. Bern Würsig,
Peter Evans, Jeanette Thomas, and Christina
Lockyer are some of the scientists that have
already accepted this challenge. Finally, there
will be a time to recharge batteries at the
'welcome reception" where we will join
everyone else.

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

-introduction

-academic programs related to marine
mammals (since marine mammals are not a
discipline, it is intended to give a picture of the
many academic ways to approach research on

them.)

- grant writing and funding sources
(most of us know how difficult or impossible it

is to study without a grant or even, at a later
stage, to carry oul projects without funding.
However not many f eel comfortable about
writing applications. Tips will be given.)

- sources for attaining literature and
examples of available bibliographies
(by species or field area) (no matter if
you are doing an essay for a course or
preparing your MSc. or PhD, a solid
bibliography is fundamental but often we can't
get hold of it. At other times we make a long

search and f ind little ref erences without
knowing if there is little on the subject or if
our search is poor. Finnally it can also happen

that we need a very long time to gather those

references. To help you to conduct successful
searches it will be presented a few hints where
you can get them most easilY.)

-journals which accept papers related
to marine mammals (Publishing is
important both to keep track of developments
in research and for your qualification. But what

is the most suitable form of publication for
your results? ls it a short note or an article?
ln what journals should you attempt
considering the specific topic? How should you

avoid having a paper rejected and how long can

it take until it is published?)

- job market: the reality (sooner or later
we'll have to consider ways to join our

interest on marine mammals with making
money out of it and finding a job. ls it wise to
choose such a career? What can we expect to

find after finishing our degrees? What kind of

choices are there?)

- Strategies for Pursuing a Career in
Marine Mammal Science (linked to the
above issue, How can we improve our chances
of not facing a dead end?)

- survey of jobs available in US and in
Europe (also linked to the above issues: which

kind of jobs are rare/common and which at

institutions are they usually available? To
what extent and in what way are the scenarios
in Europe and in the US different?)

2. Current research Programs in
Europe and the U.S. (15:00-16:00)
- Somelimes because of lack of information we
miss opportunities of getting involved at an
early academic stage in research. Or maybe
you don't exactly know yet what choosing a

specific field means in terms of field/lab work
involved and if you would appreciate it. How
developed are field techniques in certain field
areas and what are the prospectives for
progress? Our invited speakers, taking
advantage of their long and rich experience,
will give us an idea of the general research
scenarios in these regions or take their own

multifaceted research programs as examples.)

- D isc ussion with q u estio ns raised by
participants.

BREAK -- coffee, soda

3. "Student only" session (16:00-
17:00)

I



- Discuss student issues relevant to SMM and

ECS (e.S. Communication: E-mail lists,
Newsletters and local grouPs)

4. Round tables with senior scientists
of various disciplines (17:00-18:00)
(students will have the chance to speak
candidly with senior scientists). Topics
include:
- Behaviour
- Conservation/management
- Ecology
- Acoustics
- Genetics/Evolution
- Population Dynamics
- Physiology/Anatomy
- Medicine/Disease
- Natural History
- Survey Techniques/Statistics

5. Social hour: will re-convene at the
welcome reception (1800)

DON'T M¡SS ¡T I IT IS FREE, ALL YOU
MUST DO IS TO REGISTER!

This will be a unique opportunity f or
European students to meet
counterparts from America and
elsewhere, to exchange valuable
information and to contact senior
researchers in a more informal
atmosphere.

Contact me if you need further or
updated information. Send Your
registration form to me by mail, lax
or email, providing the following
inf o rmat io n:

NAME

STUDENT STATUS (undergraduate, graduate,
Masters/PhD student)

UNIVERSITY

FIELD OF INTEREST (also indicate which round
table(s) you would jo in?)

DO YOU WANT TO H ELP IN
ORGANISING?-_--

DO YOU HAVE PREFERENCE FOR A SPECIFIC
TASK?

CONTACT (address, tel., email)

COMMENTS

STUDENT ANNUAL MEETING

At the Monaco Conference, the 2nd Annual
Student Meeting will take place in the evening
ol 22nd or 23rd January. The exact date and

Agenda will be announced through the next

newsletter or at the conference.

Your participation is very important to obtain
your opinion about how the interests of

students can be better f ulf illed, and how

students can contribute to the Society. At the

meeting, a balance will be made between what

has been achieved during the past two years of

activity of the Students' representalive, what

remains to be done, and how we can organise
ourselves to make further progress.

lf you wish to send contributions f or the

Agenda, contact the Students' representative,
Paula Moreno.

STUDENTS HAVE AN EMAIL LIST

Thanks to Jan-Willem Broekema and the
Computer Support Group, students from any
part of the world are now able to communicate
with eachother very easilY.

lf you have access to email, you should join the

"ECS-news" list and you will be tuned into
relevant issues for students and can use it to
ask for assistance to other students who may

already have faced the same difficulty as you

did.

On this list, information for students about the

next Conference in Monaco is also circulated.
For example, you could use it to arrange
cheaper accommodation of cheaper trips.
Through this list, we also exchange our views
about the role of the students in the Society
and ways to assists students in pursuing a

career in Cetaceans.

At the moment the list has about 60 members.

To join the list all you have to do is to send the

following message:
To: mailbase@mailbase.ac.uk
Subject:join ecs-news... firstname
(firstname...).... last name.....stop

You will be sent more information when you
join. lf you have any questions, please do not

hesitate to contact your representative, Paula

Moreno.

DATE
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EUROPEAN NEWS interested to know if this is a special
characteristic of the Black Sea population
(subspecies relicta?) or just a result of the
species variation.

ALEXANDROS FRANTZIS

Harbour
Eastern

Porpoises in the
Mediterranean!

The existence of a harbour porpoise (Phocoena
phocoena relicta) population in the Black Sea

indicates that at one time the species was also
present in the Mediterranean Sea. Most
references consider harbour porpoise as an

extinct species from the Mediterranean Sea, at

least since the beginning of our century.
Although some sightings made close to the
North-West Af rican coasts have been
attributed to harbour porpoises, so far as we

know the presence of this species in the above

area has not been confirmed.

Although no cetacean information exists from
the north-eastern part of the Aegean Sea, a

Greek ornithologist's sighting in 1992 was our

first serious indication that harbour porpoises

might still be present, at least in this part of

the Mediterranean. Familiar with harbour
porpoise characteristics from sightings in the

UK, the ornithologist described a school of

approximately 1o-12 individuals swimming
close to the coast. The observation was made

through a telescope, while counting seabirds,
but no photographic documentation was made.

Last July, Dr. Anastasia Komnenou, Lecturer in

the Veterinary School of the Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki, was informed by
the port police, about a small cetacean which
stranded in the area of the north'east
Ghalkidiki Peninsula (4oo 13'45"N - 23o
44'00"E). Dr. Komninou and the rescue team
that she is leading, took care of the stranded
animal which was confirmed to be a harbour
porpoise (good quality photos and video are
available). The animal was seriously injured
and its right eye was missing. After five days
of intensive care, the animal left the coast
alive.

The above stranding def initely proves that
harbour porpoises still exist in the
Mediterranean Sea. Of course, we still do not
know if they are occasionally visiting the north
Aegean Sea from the Black Sea, or if they are
present with an independent, local, and more or

less geographically limited population. lf the
latter is true, then this population could be
endangered. Obviously, an urgent study and
survey is needed.

Since the stranded animal presented a

pigmentation pattern slightly different f rom
the one that appears in most books (the "grey

and white areasu were limited and did not exist
laterally under the jaws), we would be

Tel: +301
e-mail:

Zoological Laboratory,
Terpsichoris 21,
Dept. of Biology,

16671 Vouliagmeni,
University of Athens, Greece.
7284634; fax: +301 7284604

af ratzis @ atlas. uoa.ariadne-t.gr

RECENT RESEARCH

FRANCE

Laboratories involved in cetacean
research:

C.E.B.C.-CNRS, Villiers-en-bois, 79360
Beauvoir-sur-Niort (Dr Christophe Guinet, ECS

member)

C.E.R.I.MER, Faculté des Sciences de Luminy,

Université d'Aix-Marseille 2, 163 avenue
Luminy, 13288 Marseille cedex 9 (Prof. Henry
Augier, ECS member)

CE.VA.RE.N., Université de Core, 8P24, 20250
Corte (Prof. Denise Viale, non-ECS member)

C.N.E.M.M., Museum National d'Histoire
Nalurelle, Laboratoire d'Anatomie Comparée,
55 rue Cuvier, 75005 Paris (Dr Daniel
Robineau, non-EGS member)

C.R.M.M., lnstitut de la Mer et du littoral, port
des Minîmes, 17000 La Rochelle (Dr Anne
Collet, ECS member)

Laboratoire de Biogéographie et d'Ecologie des
Vertébrés-EPHE, Université de Montpellier 2,

case 94, place Eugène Bataillon, 34095
Montpellier cedex 5 (Dr Pierre Beaubrun, ECS
member)

Laboratoire d'Ethologie et de Psychologie
Animale, Université Paul Sabatier, 118 route
de Narbonne, 31062 Toulouse cedex (Fabienne

Delfour, ECS member)

Laboratoire Faune Sauvage-lNRA, 65 route de

Saint-Brieuc, 35000 Rennes (Dr Michel Pascal,

non-ECS member)

Océanopolis, Département Mammifères Marins,

Port du Moulin Blanc, 8P411 29275 Brest
cedex (Dr Vincent Ridoux, ECS member)
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Other organisations
regularly involved
research:

G.E.C.E.M., Maison de l'Environnement, 16 rue

Ferdinand Fabre, 34000 Montpellier (contact

Guy Oliver)

G.M.N., 4 rue d'lsigny, 50250 Saint-Hilaire-
Petitville (contact Jean-Marc Joly)

G.R.E.C., 741 chemin des MoYennes
Bréguières, Villa Aurelia 13, 06600 Antibes
(contact Alexandre Gannier)

G.R.E.M.M,S.-SEPANSO, 3 rue de Tauzia,
33800 Bordeaux (contact Marc Ferrey)

Picardie Nature, 14 place Vogel, 80000
Amiens (contact Philippe Thierry)

(note this list does not include organisations
mainly focused on public awareness or
education such as La Baleine Blanche, CETUS,

Europe Conservation-France, RIMMO, SOS
Grand Bleu, even if they have some field
activity)

Biologists belonging to organisations
not regularly involved in cetacean
research, or independent biologists' or
biologists working in other countries:

Dr Michel André, Centro de Mamiferos de

Canarias, Universitad de Las Palmas, Culp.
aptdo. 550, 35016 Las Palmas de Gran
Canaria, Spain.

Dr Geneviève Desportes, Sjejtesstraede 9,

Bregnor, 5300 Kerteminde, Denmark.

Dr Michel Goujon, 6 rue Kennedy, 35000
Rennes.

Florence Jean-Caurant, Service
Ecotoxicologie, Faculté de Pharmacie, 1 rue
Gaston Veil, 44035 Nantes.

Jean-Pierre Roux, Marine Mammal Section,
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources,
PO Box 394, Luderitz 9000, Namibia.

Main f ields of research and proiecls:

CEVAREN (Corte): research on Pathology and
Ecotoxicology. Research on Zoogeography.

Doctoral Thesis in progress: Nelly Terris (on

distribution and ecology in the Mediterranean)

CNEMM (Paris): Research on conservation in

various countries of the Arabo-African area.
Research on AnatomY.

CREMM (La Rochelle): Research in various
fields and collaborative work within European
programs such as SCANS (abundance and

distribution in the North Sea), CHAPEL (impact

of the pelagic f isheries in the North East
Atlantic), BIOCET (contamination of small
cetaceans by metals and organochlorines in

European Seas). Participation in sightings
surveys in France and abroad, in collaboration
with other organisms. Responsible for the
analysis and editing of straning data f or

France.

Doctoral Thesis in progress:
Michel Goujon (Captures accidentelles du filet
maillant dérivant et dynamique des populations

de dauphins au large du Golfe de Gascogne, May

1996, with IFREMER and ENSA Rennes).

Valérie Mison (Effets d'une perturbation
océanographique de grande ampleur sur la

stratégie biodémographique de I'otarie à

fourrure du Cap dans le systàme Benguéla,
with Université de Lyon, CEBS-CNRS and
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources of

Namibia).

GMN (Saint-Hilaire-Petitville): Research on

bottlenose dolphins in Saint-Malo Bay and
around the Channel lslands. Participates in the
national stranding survey. Collaborative work
on the bottlenose dolphin at the European level.

GECEM (Montpellier): Research on bottlenose
dolphins and Risso's dolphins off the provençal
coast. Main collector of strandings data along
the French Mediterranean coast.

GREC (Antibes): Research on abundance and

distribution in the Western Mediterranean Sea
and (since 1996) the Society lslands, with
focus on line transect and acoustic studies.
Collaborative research work with the EPHE
(Montpellier) and the Centre Européen
d'Océanographie (Monaco). Participates in the
joint survey program "Physalus" and
"Poseidon" set up by Tethys lnstitute and

EPHE (Montpellier). Participates since 1994 in

the Cetology course set uP bY EPHE
(Montpellier).

G.R.E.M.M.S.-SEPANSO (Bordeaux): Research
on the resident bottlenose dolphin school in the
Bassin d'Arcachon, with special focus on eco-

ethological tudy and distribution in relation to
human activity. Participates in the national
stranding survey.

known to be
in cetacean
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Laboratoire de Biogéographie et d'Ecologie des

Vertébrés-EPHE (Montpellier): Research on

distribution and ecology in the Mediterranean
with special f ocus on the comparative
distribution of cetaceans and marine birds in

the northwestern Mediterranêan sea, in

relation to the productivity and hydrobiology.
Participation in IFREMER campaigns in the
Mediterranean and adjacent seas. Collaborative
research work with the Centre Européen
d'Océanographie (Monaco) and the GREC
(Antibes). Joint survey program "Physalus"
and "Poseidon" with Tethys lnstitute aimed at
a better knowledge of human activities in the
area of the future Western Mediterranean
Sanctuary.

Doctoral theses in progress:
Nathalie Di-Méglio (on the large scale
distribution in the NW Mediterranean in relation
1o ecology andseason, since 1994).
Léa David (on the small scale distribution in the
NW Mediterranean in relation to local
topography and ecology, since 1995).

Responsible since 1994 for an annual Cetology
course, held by the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes at Montpellier). This course is attended
by 20 students from Mediterranean countries
and sponsored by the Ministère de
I'Environnement.

Manages the sighting data base of the CIESM.
Collaborates with strandings surveys.

Océanopolis (Brest): Research work on two
chool of bottlenose dolphin in Western Brittany,
with specieal focus on photo-identification and
the study of distribution in relation to ecology
and human activity. Participation in the
establishment of the Parc National Marin
d'lroise. Collaborative work on the bottlenose
dolphin at the European level.

Doctoral thesis in progress:
Celine Liret (on the distribution and ecology of
the bottlenose dolphin in the lle de Sein
archipelago, with Université de Bretagne
Occidentale).

Recent Publications:

(Note: since there are numerous references
that could be included here, only a selection
have been chosen, felt typical of the activity of
a group. Communications to ECS meetíngs have
been omitted because ECS members should
already be aware of them).

Beaubrun, P.-C. 1995. Aflas préliminaire de
distribution des cétacés de Méditerranée.

(Editors CIESM and Musée Océanographique de
Monaco).87pp.

Collet, A. and Mercier, M. 1996. Les Cétacés
des côtes bretonnes: connaissances acquises
par I'analyse des échouages. Penn Ar Bed,

157-8: 12-22.

Di-Meglio, N., Romero-Alvarez, R. and Collet,
A. 1996. Growth comparison in striped
dolphins, Stenella coeruleoalba, from the
Atlantic and Mediterranean coasts of France.
Aquatic Mammals, 22(1): 11-19.

Gannier, A. 1995. Les Cétacés de Méditerranée
nord-occidentale: estimation de leur abondance
et mise en relation de la variation saisonnière
de leur distribution avec l'écologie du milieu.
Thèse de Doctoral, Université de Bretagne
occidentale.

Ridoux, V. 1996. Mammifères Marins en

Bretagne. Penn Ar Bed, 156'7: 1'96.

Robineau, D. 1995. A propos de la preetendue

symbiose entre les pêcheurs lmragen de
Mauritanie et les dauphins. Mammalia, 59(3):
4 6 0-4 63.

Robineau, D., Duguy, R. and Klima, M. 1995.
Handbuch der Saügetiere Europas, Band 6 18.
Ziphiidae, Kogiidae, Physeteridae, Balaenidae,
Balaenopteridae. Aula Verlag, Wiesbaden. Pp.

505-583.

Terris, N. and Viale, D. 1995. Recenement des
populations de Cétacés autour de la Corse.
Rapp. Comm. int. Mer Médit.,34 (1995).

ALEXANDRE GANNIER

Some additional lnformation
about GECEM

The GECEM (Groupe d'Etude des Cétacés de
Méditerranée) is supported by the French
Environment Ministry and Ministry in charge of
Sea, according to the law about conservation of
Nature.

Since 1991, GECEM has been promoting several
studies on the French Mediterranean coasts. At
present three main projects are underway:

After estimating the Corsican population of
Tursiops in 1993, we have been concentrating
our woirk on the north-west coast of the
island. Every summer, a team follows Tursiops
over an extended period of days (and nights if
possible), in order to obtain information on site
f idelity, reproductive rates, exchanges
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between groups, interactions with human
activities, etc.

Since 1994, a similar study has been conducted

throughout the year along the coasts of
Provence where a noticeable return of the
species has been observed.

On the coasts of Provence, we have also
started started a study ol Grampus in 1989.

The aim of this work is to obtain more
inf ormation on this poorly known species,
especially in terms of conservation. Photo-ld
has been undertaken with 10% ol individuals
re-sighted two-four times. So if you have any
observations or good photographs ol Tursiops
and/or Grampus in the area, we are especially
interested.

GECEM also collects strandings information
from the French Mediterranean coasts. A

report with a short analysis is published every
year. lf you or your group is interested in a
sample of the results, please make contact
with the association.

JEAN.MICHEL BOMPAR & GUY OLIVER

GECEM,

16 rue Ferdinand Fabre,
F-34000 Montpellier,

France
E-mail: serve@univ-perp.fr

(Editor's Note: lf any other grouP or
individual within France, or any other country
for that matter, wishes to report in a little
more detail about their activities than appears
in the National Summary, please send your
contribution to the Editor, preferably by e-mail
or on diskette in MS Word)

NEWS FROM REST
OF THE WORLD

Hong Kong Dolphins

ln June 1995 the Silliman University Marine
Laboratory hosted the UNEP Symposium and

Workshop on South East Asian Small Cetaceans
and Dugongs, in Dumagete, Philippines. The
South East Asian region, for the purose of this
meeting, encompasses the Philippines,
Australia, PDR China (including Taiwan), Hong
Kong, Macau, Socialist Republic of Vietnam,
PDR Lao, Kingdom of Cambodia, Thailand,
Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam, Singapore,
lndonesia, Myanmar and the Republic of Korea.
It was agreed at the meeting that an informal
newsletter would be set up to report research

and events within the region. This newsletter
is SEAMMAM, the first issue of which was
completed in mid November 1996. What follows
is a brief summary of the newsletter.

OCEANARIA
There has been some concern as to the growing

trade in dolphins for Asian dolphinaria (see also
postings on MARMAM). A "marine mammal
park" is to be developed at Subic in the

Philippines, which will be lor "conservation,
research and breeding". lt has been suggested
that captive bred animals will be used to stock

regional dolphinaria where the present
mortality rate of wild caught dolphins is

believed to be high. Ocean Park Limited, Hong

Kong also announced its intention to breed
boltlenose dolphins and false killer whales for
use in other Asian dolPhinaria.

MARINE MAMMAL SANCTUARIES
The Philippines reports the establishment of its
first Marine Mammal Sanctuary at Pamilacan
lsland. The income from ecotourism is hoped to

replace the revenue lost by laws now banning
the cetacean fishery that operates within the
area. On lst June 1996, the Hong Kong Marine
Park Ordinance came into effect and an area of

12km2 has been gazetted as a "dolphin
sanctuary" in the northwest waters of the
territory. Doubts as to the eff ectiveness of

this as a consêrvation measure have been
widely expressed as construction of a fuel
terminal has already commenced within the
bounds of the gazetted area.

REG IONAL COLLABORATION
ln May 1996, researchers from the Philippines
and Malaysia participated in a joint workshop
and survey of the Sulu Sea, the water body
that separates these two countries. This
workshop was sponsored by the Convention on

the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals (CMS) and the Ocean Park
Conservation Foundation (OPCF). Both
workshop and survey were a great success.
Despite the typhoon in mid survey, 65
sightings were made, one of which is the first
confirmed record of Guviers beaked whales in

Philippine waters. Researchers from the
Philippines and Malaysia will go to Southwest
Fisheries Science Centre in La Jolla to receive
additional training. Following this workshop,
the Malaysian Marine Mammals and Whale
Shark Working Group was formed.

NEl^/RESEARCN{

Reports lrom several long term surveys of

lndonesian waters were made, documenting the
presence of eight species of cetacean and

dugong. ln Australia a new research project in

Queensland waters commenced. This study,
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conducted through James Cook University, will
f ocus on ref ining telemetry techniques and
using photo identificalion to study cetaceans in

north Australian waters. The first radio and
satellite tags were attached to bottlenose
dolphins in October 1996. ln Singapore, lhe
newly formed Dolphin Study Group is starting a
long term project to document the presence of

marine mammals in adjacent waters. lt is

hoped that the newly established Ministry of

Ocean and Fisheries of Korea will play a

greater role in marine mammal conservation
than previous ministries.

CONSERVATION

Mainland China reports another death of the
dwindling Baiji population, again stressing
fears that the population will become extinct if
the remaining animals of the population are not
removed from the river and placed in a semi-
natural lagoon which already supports a small
population of finless porpoise. ln Hong Kong, a
colloquium on the conservation of the Chinese
White Dolphin (the lndo Pacific Humpback
dolphin) was hosted by the Agriculture and
Fisheries Department. The three year study on

conservation of this species, funded by this
department and conducted through the Swire
lnstitute of Marine Science, is due to be
completed in December 1996. The "Chinese
White Dolphin" has been adopted as the emblem
of Britain's handover of the colony to China in
July 1997.

LINDSAY PORTER

The Swire lnstitute of Marine Science
The University of Hong Kong

Cape d'Aguilar
Hong Kong
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