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EDITORIAL

Since the newsletter is our main form of

communication between members, we would

very much welcome suggestions of how the

society might best develop in the future'

PETER EVANS
MARJAN ADDINK

JOKE BAKKER

ECS NEWS

CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION

ln order to clear up some ambiguity in the

wording of the Constitution, Council propose

the foliowing amendments under the section

heading Government:

"No other members of Council may serve for

longer than a four-year term, unless elected as

an officer when they may serve in that

capacity for no more than four years" to
replace "...all other officers and Members of

Còuncil may not serve for longer than a four-
year term."

After "All nominated Members of Council will

be elected at a General Meeting of the

membership", add "The Chairman will be

elected by the general membership. Other
officers are appointed by Council."

PETER EVANS

COUNCIL NOMINEES

With the pending retirement of Harald Benke,

Arne Bjorge and Genevieve Desportes from
the Council, Council nominates Finn Larsen to

become Secretary, and proposes Manuel

Hartmann, Toni Raga and Ursula Siebert to
serve as ordinary members of Council. lf the
general membership has any alternative
ñominations, please submit them to the
Secretariat in Cambridge by January 18th

1994 for consideration at the Annual General

Meeting in earlY March.

GENEVIÈVE DESPORTES
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Our pleas for contributions appears to have

borne some fruit. Many thanks to allthose who

have supplied material, and please keep it up!

With this newsletter come further details of

our next Annual Conference in Montpellier'
France, together with the two workshops
planned to take place the day before the

conference. lf you are hoping to attend, please

complete the forms and send in any

talUposter abstracts for consideration as soon

as possible.

The society has now been in existence for six
years and is increasingly recognised as the

main collective body of cetacean scientists for
consultation in Europe. lts membership
continues to rise although growth seems to be

stabilising at around four hundred persons.

The majority of people actively undertaking
field studies of cetaceans in Westem Europe

have become members. However, we are still
short of members from Eastem Europe, and

some of the Westem European countries,

notably Sweden and France, are poorly

represented compared with the situation in the
early years of the society. Membership is very
muCn affected by the location of the Annual
Conference, and there is a need to continually
advertise the society outside host countries.

This not only increases its membership, thus
helping to build up its financial resources, but

it also publicises the society. The role of the
National Contact Person is crucial here. Very
soon the society will have a new information
leaflet in colour, for publicising its aims and

activities; there will also be a membership list

for circulation; and there are proposals for
increasing the society's capital so that it can

afford to encourage student projects, the
participation of Eastem Europeans in its
conferences and worfishops, and perhaps

occasional publications from the society.
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LOGO COMPETITION

Now that the society has matured, Council feel
that there is ¡eed lor the society to have a
recognisable image which can be placed on
headed notepaper, information leaflets, and all
its publications. A competition is therefore
announced for a suitable logo. Please present
your contribution on a 35 mm slide for
showing at the Annual General Meeting in
March 1994. The logo should be simple so
that it can easily be used as a letterhead or on
a T-shirt; it should show a cetacean; and it
should highlight the European nature of the
society. The logo that is finally chosen will be
reproduced by a professional graphic
artisUdesigner.

GENEUÈVE DESPORTES

FUTURE OF THE ECS
CON FERENCE PROCEEDINGS

ln the last newsletter, three options were put
forward for the production of conference
proceedings, following discussions at the
Annual General Meeting in lnverness in
February 1993. Since then, the ECS Council
has met and discussed the matter further. The
general conclusion is that the society does not
have the resources to adopt the option of
producing a fully refereed periodical
comparable to a scientific joumal. lt should
therefore confine itself to considering one or
other of the following options: (1) The
proceedings remain as they are but with
tighter control over length (two pages of text
including references, and one page of
figuresltables); or (2) The proceedings contain
only short half-page abstracts, essentially as
presented prior to the Conference.

A ballot paper is encloscd with this newsletter
and everyone is encouraged to complete it
and return it to the Secretary by the end of
December.

PETER EVANS

1 994 MONTPELLIER CONFERENCE,
3-6MARCH1994

The 1994 conference is a joint conference of
the European Cetacean Society and the

Groupe d'Etude des Cêtacós de Méd¡terranée
(GECEM), and will be hosted by the GECEM
in the nice town of Montpellier, in the South of
France. Good weather is guaranteed of
coursel

Conerence organization is proceeding well.
The theme of the conference is lhe Role ot
Protected Areas and Tourism in Cetacean
Research and Conservation. The key note
speakers will be Erich Hoyt from UK, Richard
Sears from Canada and Giuseppe
Notarbartolo di Sciara from ltaly. The
European Cetacean Society will also invite
people from Eastem European countries
(probably from the University of Zagreb,
Croatia) and from Meditenanean countries.

Two workshops will be held the day before the
conference. A workshop on Field techniques
for the Study of Bottle-nosed Dolphins will be
organised by G. Notarbartolo di Sciara. A
workshop on Pathology of Cetaceans:
Diagnosis of lncidental Capture in Fishing
Gear will be organised by Thljs Kuiken.

The Commission for Marine Mammals of the
CIESM will also be held either just prior or just
following the Conference.

You will find the full announcement for the
conference enclosed with this newsletter.
Please book as soon as possible if you intend
to come to the conference, and if possible pay
the conference fee in advance as this will
greatly facilitate the registration process.

JEAN MICHEL BOMPAR AND HELENE
PETIT

Co-organisers of the 1994 ECS Conference

PATHOLOGY WORKSHOP

It'¡cloeruret cApruRE oF CETAcEANS tN FlsHtNc
GEAR: CRTTERIA FOR DIAGNOSIS AND REOUEST
FOR PHOTOGRAPHS

It is well-known that cetaceans can get
trapped in fishing gear and die. lncidental
capture in fishing gear occurs wherever
cetacean populations and fisheries coincide,
and may be a considerable cause of mortality.
When the carcass is found in the fishing gear,
the cause of death is easily established
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(although even then one must ascertain that
the animal has not died prior to being
captured!). lf the carcass is found floating at
sea, or washed ashore on the coast, ¡t
becomes more difficult to determine if it was
by-caught. Althe¡¡gtuthere are many scientific
articles on the interaction between fisheries
and cetaceans, the pathological lesions in by-
caught cetaceans are rarely described. These
lesions may vary, depending on cetacean
species and type of fishery.

To help in the diagnosis of this cause of death,
a tentative list of criteria that provide evidence
for incidental capture in fishing gear is
presented below. This list is reproduced from
a recent publication (Kuiken, T., Simpson,
V.R., Allchin, C.R., Bennett, P.M., Codd, G.A.,
Harris, E.A., Howes, G.J., Kennedy, S.,
Kirkwood, J.K., Law, R.J., Merrett, N.R. &
Phillips, S. Mass mortality of common
dolphins (Delphinus delphis) in south-west
England due to incidental capture in fishing
gear. Veterinary Record, in press).

1. traumatic lesions specific for capture in
fishing gear:
a. cleanly cut-off fin ortail fluke
b. incision wound in abdominal cavity
c. circumscribing skin abrasions on beak, fin
or tail fluke
d. multiple evenly-spaced parallel incision
wounds in skin

2. traumatic lesions not specific for capture in
fishing gear:
a. subcutaneous, intra-muscular or subpleural
haemonhage
b. skull fracture

specimen (e.9. species, sex, length) and the
circumstances of death (e.9. date and location
found, type of fishing gear used, mesh size,
target species).

lf feasible, the best photographs will be added
to the proceedings of the second ECS
workshop on cetacean pathology: diagnosis of
incidental capture in fishing gear, that will be
held in conjunction with the next annual ECS
conference in Montpellier, France, in March
1 994.

Comments on above by-catch criteria, and
photographs of by-catch lesions, should be
sent to:

THIJS KUIKEN
Contact person ECS pathology working group
Department of Veterinary Medicine
University of Saskatchewan
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Canada S7N 0W0

TURSIOPS WORKSHOP

Merxoos FoR THE sruDy oF BorrLENosE
DOLPHIN FOPUI.ATIONS IN THE WLD
Mo¡¡peulsn, 3 Mancn 1994

A workshop will be held in Montpellier, one
day before the beginning of the Eighth Annual
Meeting of the European Cetacean Society,
on field methods for the study of botilenose
dolphin populations. The workshop is open to
everyone interested; it is desirable however
that only people actively engaged in a field
project on bottlenose dolphins (or who are
seriously planning to start one) will attend.
Aims of the workshop are: 1) to bring together
all persons in Europe who are currenily
engaged in field research on botflenose
dolphins; 2) to dis;uss problems in
developing methods and adapting them to
different field conditions; 3) to attempt to
standardise at least part of the methods, so
that results will be more readily comparable;
and finally 4) to establish a permanent
forum for people interested in botilenose
dolphin field research, in order to facilitate
exchanges and cooperation in the future. The
following topics (outlined in a pre-meeting
informally held in lnverness) will be discussed:

1 Data logging (including digitization of
maps, interfacing with electronic instruments
aboard, etc.)

3. lesions consistent with death
immersion:
a. epicardial petechiae
b. fine persislent froth in the bronchii
c. bullae in the lung parenchyma

from

4. evidence of recent feeding:
a. remains of partly digested to undigested
prey (i.e. with muscle still attached to the
bones) in the cardiac section of the stomach
b. chyle in the lymph vessels of the intelinal
mesentery

Any comments on these criteria, and
suggestions for other criteria that might be
used would be welcome. ln addition,
photographs (either prints or transparencies)
of cetaceans with clear by-catch lesions are
requested. These should be accompanied with
as much detail as possible about the
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2 Photo-identification
3 Computer databases
4 Comparison of methods for the collectíon
of observations, including: behavioural
sampling,- group size determination,
respiration ratcû-
5 Population data: size, discreteness,
demographic rates
6 Movements and home range
7 Acoustics
I Undenrater observation and video
9 Biopsies (collecting problems, dolphin
reactions, use of biopsy in genetic and
toxicology)
10 Genetics techniques (what is the state of
probes available for Tursiops, for sex
determination, microsatellite analysis, etc.,
and what are the types of answers one can
expect from genetics)
11 Tagging and tracking
1 2 Capture/release techniques
13 Conservation problems
14 Cooperative funding possibilities

Logistic details (such as place and schedule
of the meeting) will be contained in the
conference announcement. lf you are
interested in participating in the workshop
please notify me by letter, also indicating if
you have been involved in methodological
development of any of the topics listed
above. The list is tentatíve, and open to
any sensible addition or modification at any
time.

GIUSEPPE NOTARBARTOLO DI SÛIARA

EUROPEAN NEWS

NEW AGREEMENT ON
CONSERVATION OF SMALL

CETACEANS

Following intemational concerns about the
apparent decline of porpoise and dolphin
abundance in the North Sea, and the
disappearance of porpoise in parts of the
Baltic, several countries have become party to
a new agreement on the conservation of small
Cetaceans of the Baltic and North Seas
(ASCOBANS), the text of which was made
available for signature in the United Nations
headquarters in New York in March 1gg2. The
ASCOBANS is a regional agreement, and has
been drawn up under the auspices of the
Convention of the Conservation of Migratory

Species (CMS), known as the Bonn (1979)
Convention, and ratified in 1983. This
agreement has now been signed by six range
states and the European Economic
Commission. The lnterim Secretarial for this
agreement has been set up at the Sea
Mammal Research Unit in Cambridge
commencing in June 1992. Of the six range
states that are now party to the agreement,
Belgium, Netherlands, Sweden and the United
Kingdom have now signed either without
reservation or with full ratification, and
Denmark and Germany are cunenily in the
process of completing ratification. With this
progress, it is likely that the agreement will be
in force before the end of 1993. The question
is then how exactly the Agreement will benefit
those marine mammals which include all
species and populations of toothed whales,
dolphins and porpoises except the sperm
whale, Physeter macrocephal us.

At present, the area covered by the
Agreement is as shown in the map (inset; see
the last page of this newsletter), but only the
easlem and southem parts of the coast of the
British lsles are cunenily inside the official
area of the Agreement. However, the United
Kingdom have expressed their intent to be
bound by the terms of the Agreement in all
their waters, to include the remaining northem
and westem sides. This means that effectively
all waters around the British lsles, except in
westem and some southem parts of lreland,
are covered by the terms of the agreement.

The species recognised in the area include the
following, with most common species in the
North Sea and Channel areas in bold type:

Delphinus delphis - common dolphin
Globicephala melas - long-finned pilot

whale
Grampus griseus - Risso's dolphin
Kogia breviceps - pygmy sperm whale
Lagenorhyncäus acutr¡s - Ailantic white-

sided dolphin
Lagenorhynchus albirostris - white-

beaked dolphin
Mesoplodon bidens - Sowerby's whale
Mesoplodon sp. - other rare known

spectes
Orcinus orca - killer whale
Phocoena phocoena - harbour porpoise
Pseudorca crassidens - false killer whale
Stenella coeruleoalba - striped dolphin
Tursiops truncatus - botfle-nosed

dolphin
Ziphius cavirostris - Cuviefs beaked
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whale

The Agreement aims to manage and conserve
their habitat, provide surveys and research to
estimate -abundance and distribution, fully
utilise by-cate,hes and strandings for research
on life history, contaminant load, diet, and
stock identity, establish legislation prohibiting
intentional kill, encourage research and
technology for reducing incidental catches of
cetaceans, and provide information and
education to the public including the fishing
industry. The conservation and management
plan of the Agreement is detailed in the Annex
of the ASCOBANS text, and states that the
following conservation research and
management measures shall be applied, in
conjunction with other competent bodies, to
the populations of small cetaceans found
within the area of agreement:

a. Habitat conservation and management
b. Surveys and research
c. Use of bycatches and strandings
d. Legislation
e. lnformation and education

Priorities already identified for action include
potential impacts of fishing operations,
pollution and noise on cetaceans, and the
need for population surveys.

Plans at the lnterim Secretatiat are under way
for setting up a central database for
ASCOBANS members on by-catch and
strandings, and for the production of a
newsletter.

The most significant progress at present ¡n
research planning concems a major
international survey designed specially for
small cetaceans of the North and southern
Baltic Seas during summer 1994, the SCANS
cruises. This project, 50%-funded by the
European Community under the EC-LIFE
programme, will involve active participation by
France, Denmark, Germany, Netherlands,
Sweden and the United Kingdom. All are
range states to the Agreement, although as
yet France has not signed.

The Republic of lreland, although not a range
state as defined in ASCOBANS, has already
expressed interest in joining the Agreement,
and negotiations are cunently undenlrray to
effect this. Membership could be made
possible by the proposal and subsequent
approval of a modification to the existing
ASCOBANS text, once the Agreement is in
force, to extend the geographical area of
Agreement so that lreland could then sign as a
range state.

The first full meeting of ASCOBANS, once in
force, will be hosted by Sweden, and hopefully
willtake place during 1994.

CHRISTINA LOCKYER
lnterim Secretariat, ASCOB/,NS

NEWS FROM OTHER
SOCIETIES AND

ORGANISATIONS

REPORT ON THE 21ST ANNUAL
SYMPOSIUM OF THE EAAM,
MADRID 26.29 MARCH 1993

The 21st meeting of the European Association
of Aquatic Mammals (EAAM) was held at the
Hotel Carlton in Madrid, lrom 26-29 March this
year, with well in excess of 100 attendees.
The meeting was hosted by the Zoo de la
Casa de Campo, Madrid. Sessions for spoken
contributions and posters were aranged for
three days, 27-29 March, and themes included
anatomy, husbandry, pathology, physiology,

ln summary therefore, the aim is to afford
protection to these marine mammals by
reducing all threats, but at the same tíme
increasing our knowledge of the species.
Should by-catches of these creatures occur,
they must be reported and action should be
taken to recover carcasses for research. Any
live animals caught should be released, and
methods for modifying fishing gear and
operations must be cleveloped to eliminate by-
catches altogether. Clearly all this cannot
happen ovemight, and the agreement is only
the beginning.

Already signatories of ASCOBANS appear to
be exploring ways to take action in preventing
by-catches, and at the very least to accurately
report incidental takes. Currenty Netherlands,
Denmark and Germany have implemented
recording schemes with co-operation of the
fishíng industry, and the United Kingdom is
curently preparing a new scheme for
voluntary reporting by físhermen, which is
planned for implementat¡on before the end of
1 993.
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sensory abilities and "the wild". As previously,
several contributions were of high standard,
and this year, for the first time, student prizes
were awarded, made possible by a new fund
set up by the staff of the Windsor Safari Park.
The winnee*r¡ere Birgitta Thale who
presented a paper on "Digestible eyecups for
dolphins", and Robert van Dillen who gave a
paper on "Automatic photo-identification of
bottlenose dolphins". The paper by Thale
addressed the urgent need to use "clolphin-
safe" items in training captive dolphins who
frequenly ingested inedible equipment such as
eyecups, balls, etc. used in research and
shows. Thale has developed a completely
safe functional material for fashioning such
items used in the pool, which if swallowed is
totally digested in minutes.
Changes in the EAAM charter made a new
Associate Membership category for students
wíth 757o annual subscription rate. This is a
deliberate move to encourage students and
young researchers to join the membership.
The EAAM reported great success in holding
marine mammal workshops between
meetings, and announced the forthcoming
"Therapeutics in Marine Mammals" to be held
in Duisberg, 2-3 October this year. (lhe
workshop details are available from Dr
Geraldine Lacave, Boudewijnpark, Alfons de
Baeckestraal 12, 8200 Brugge, Belgium). As
at last yeafs meeting in Brugge, I was
afforded the courtesy of addressing the entire
meeting, and promoting the European
Cetacean Society. Current goodwill between
the two societies EAAM and ECS appears
evident, and members of the EAAM have
expressed a wish to have continuing and
closer ties with the ECS.

CHRISTINA LOCKYER
Observer for ECS

RECENT RESEARCH

MULL CETACEAN PROJEGT

Sea Life Surveys, based in Dervaig on the lsle
of Mull, is running an ongoing survey of the
cetaceans and other marine life found in the
waters bounded by the Treshnish lsles, Coll,
Rum, the Ardnamurchan peninsula, and Mull.
1993 has proved to be another successful
year for sightings with minke whales, common
dolphin, Rísso's dolphin and harbour porpoise
seen regularly while there has also been

report of orca sighted from a headland
opposite the Treshnish lsles.

The highlight of the summer must be the first
undenruater footage of minke whales in the
UK. Once more we have had several minke
associations with the research vessel, 'Alpha
Beta'. On one particularly notable occasion
two juvenile minkes joined the boat, then
travelling at approximately two knots, and
appeared to 'bow-ride' with us, quite visible
unden¡¿ater, rolling over to 'show' us their
white bellies. We have recently also been
rewarded with associations of a school of
harbour porpoise (about 20 individuals) and
also with a school of Risso's dolphin (7
individuals) with the research vessel. Harbour
porpoise had previously been known as quite
shy animals!

The past four years in which this project has
been operating have revealed the diversity of
both marine and teneslrial wildlife here. ln
order to preserve this habitat in its present
condition we are concerned that the area
should be governed by some sort of
legislation. We are hoping to propose the
establishment of a marine conservation zone
for these waters such that the resources
present will only be used in a sensible and
sustainable way. The fact that we find minke
whales throughout the period that 'Alpha Beta'
goes out to sea (April to November) suggests
that this is not a migratory population, while
the photographic lD work has demonstrated
the presence of the same recognised whales
both within and between years. We therefore
believe that the establishment of a protected
area will benefit these animals to the full,
since it is very likely that these waters are
home to the minkes for much of their lives.
Any help or advice from ECS members
concerning the setting up of a marine
protected area would be appreciated. We
would also be grateful to hear from any other
organisations with simil¿ r plans.

A fundamental goal of the project is to build
up a detailed picture of the distribution and
relative abundance of cetaceans, the nature of
the marine environment and the way in which
different parts of it are used by man. lt is
important that changes in these factors can be
measured. The collection of data required to
do this is facilitated by an interactive program
called LOGGER which runs continuously on a
PC while 'Alpha Beta' ís at sea. This
automatically logs a number of data such as
position and water depth and regularly
prompts for the entry of data on the
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environment and on sighting conditions, boat
search status and effort. LOGGER's function
is to ensure that data are collected accurately,
consistently and comprehensively with the
least anîount of effort on all possible
occasions. Fõl-further information on the
program, contact Jonathan Gordon, WildCRU,
Dept of Zoology, South Parks Rd, Oxford OX1
3PS.

The research carried out here is stricily
benign. We believe that we are helping to
demonstrate that interesting and useful data,
including that needed for effectíve
conservation and management, can be
collected from free-ranging cetaceans (even
minke whales) without killing or even
disturbing them.

lf you wish to participate in the project as a
student on a voluntary basis, or by paying to
join a whale package, please contact Richard
Fairbairns, Sea Life Surveys, Torrbreac,
Dervaig, lsle of Mull, Scotland, PA75 6eL.

We are extremely gratefulto IFAW, who have
funded specific items of equipment for this
season. The project is also indebted to the
following scientists for their support and
advice at all stages of the project, from setting
up data collection protocol to actively
analysing data collected: Sheila Andercon,
Jackie Chappell, Andrew Evans, Peter Evans,
Jonathan Gordon, Lex Hiby, Genevieve
Leaper, Phil Lovell, Mike and Victoria
MacArthur, and Vassili Papastavrou.

RICHARD FAIRBAIRNS

INTERSPECIES COMMUNICATION
PROJECT . EILAT, ISRAEL

l¡¡reRosclpurueRv Pno¡ecr FoR rne Sruov or
Col¡¡¡utrlrcatþN BETWEEN HUMAN Bel¡¡cs l¡lo
Dotpx¡lr¡s As oBsERvED lN A "SuuM-wrH-THE
DoLpHtN" pRocRAM tN sEMt+Aprltw.

During the period February - March 1994 we
willstart a research project at "Dophin Reef in
Eilat, lsrael, supported by students of biology
and of theology.

"Dolphin Reef " is an institution where a group
of six bottle-nosed dolphins, living in semi-
captivity in a natural bay in the Red Sea, are
trained to participate in a "Swim-With-The-
Dolphin" rehabilitation program for patients
suffering from mental affections (autism,

Down syndrome), depressions or cancer. The
therapy consists of (dolphin-initiated) contacts
between patient and dolphins, that may result
in positive changes in behaviour of the patient
due to interspecific communication. This
therapy is based on mythological and
legendary man-dolphin interactions as well on
recent tribal traditions known from west
African and north Australian native peoples.

The research project will focus at two objects:

1. The observation of the dolphin group living
in semi-captivity in order to detect behavioral
differences as compared to free-ranging
animals.

2. The study of man-dolphin contacts as
compared to descriptions found in literature
and with regard to differences in the approach
of healthy and sick people by dolphins.

MICHAEL SCHEER (student of biotogy)
PETER ITAY BEHR (student of biotogy &

comparative religions)
BIANKA HOFMANN (student of comparative

retigions)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TxE eoroRs UNDERTAKE No REsPoNsIBILITY FoR
VIEWS EXPRESSEO IN CONTRIBUTIONS PUBLISHED
IN THIS SECTION.

PROCEEDINGS I

I believe that if the Proceedings contain only
abstracts this will not give enough information
to other researchers looking into the subject.
However if they are to be refereed, I think that
the lead-in times would be too long, and it
may also discourage people from submitting
articles. Thus, I go for option one, that the
Proceedings remain as they are, but with the
proviso that there is a statement at the
beginning of the Proceedings that the articles
have not been peer reviewed.

DAVID BOWLES

PROCEEDINGS 2

There has been some - rather unfortunate -
talk about the future of the ECS proceedings:

7



should they stay, or should they be
discontinued? The main argument against the
proceedings appears to be their somewhat
"obscure" status: they do not contain properly
refereed 'scientific articles and therefore
should not beciffi by professional authors.

I strongly advocate continuation of the
proceedings, for the following reasons:

- The newsletter being what it is, the
proceedings are the only substantial
publications the ECS offers its members.
Discontinuing them without giving a good
alternative would result in bad value for our
membership fees.

- The proceedings in the first place constitute
the reports of the annual meetings of the ECS.
lf the material presented there is nowhere laid
down, we might as well stay at home. Of
course, the talks are given as working papers;
refereeing and final scientific editing would be
premature for most of them at this stage.
Moreover, those members who are unable to
attend the meetings (and that is the majority of
our membership) should be able to read what
was presented and discussed.

- The proceedings give us excellent insight
into the research activities of our members
throughout Europe, professional and amateur.
The volumes tell us what projects are going on
and who is doing what. For this purpose it is
irrelevant that the articles do not offer
thoroughly worked-out and refereed results.
The aim of the proceedings is giving
information to those who want to orientate
themselves in the vast field of European
cetology, and who want to get in touch with
other workers on the subjects of their interest.
Moreover, beginners are provided with a good
introduction to the literature published
elsewhere.

- Some research projects are run by amateurs,
and results are unlikely to appear in the form
of a scientific paper for some years to come, if
ever. Nonetheless, many data collected by
these workers are important, and it would be a
pity if all that material would remain hidden in
inaccessible files.

- The proceedings give us a good insight into
the history of cetacean research in Europe,
the shifting fields of interests, the projects that
were run in the past, the various conservation
problems, etc. I would know of no other source
of such information.

- Finally, doing away with the proceedings
would not be in agreement with our great
appreciation for all the work our editors have
done to make the information available in a
highly readable form.

Let us keep the proceedings as long as we
have no alternative.

CHRIS SMEENK

WHALE WATCH¡NG REGULATIONS
AND CODES OF CONDUCT IN

EUROPE

I am writing to ask fellow European Cetacean
Society members for information on any
existing and proposed Whale Watching
Regulations and Codes of Conduct in
European waters. I propose compiling the
information and making it available to ECS
members. Thís might be a useful first step for
a discussion on EC regulations.

Whale watching is an industry that has seen a
phenomenal world-wide growth over the last
decade. With this growth have come concems
that the industry be properly controlled to
ensure that there is minirnal disturbance to the
animals. However, regulations and voluntary
codes seem to be very different in different
places. This is perhaps an inevitable
consequence of the differences betv'een the
many species that are subject -o whale
watching. Also, cetacean biologists arld whale
watching operators around the world seem to
hold differing views on what constitutes
appropriate regulation.

I would be very grateful if anyone involved in
this debate in a European context could send
relevant information to me.

VASSILI PAPASTAVROU
Dept of Biology

University of Bristol
Bristol BS8 1Uc

UK

ECS LOGO

Earlier in this newsletter, members are asked
to think about a new ECS logo to replace the
current whale & dolphin. The decision to
replace our logo, however, was apparently
made by the Council alone, without
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considering the membership's opinion. For us,
this is certainly a reason for concern, since the
logo is definitely part of the ECS's "face".
Replacing it may be considered a major
decision, in which all members should be able
to be heard, ã!Ê in-the next Annual General
Meeting or by postal vote, as with the proposal
for changing the Proceedings. lf a majority
among our members would like to have a new
logo, we will be happy to accept that decision
or any other, but as long as matters like this
are decreed solely by the Council, we are
rather worried about democratic procedures in
the Society.

JOKE BAKKER
MARJAN ADDINK

ANNOUNCEMENT

CETACEAN IDENTIFICATION SLIDE
PACK

describing the most important identification
features dipicted by each slide.

lf anyone wishes to purchase a pack with
manuel, a limited number ai"e available at €40
(to cover production costs) plus postage &
packing (Ê1 within UK, €5 elsewhere in
Europe) from Sea Watch foundation, 7
Andrews Lane, Southwater, WEst Sussex
RH13 7DY, England.

PETER EVANS

CONTACT ADDRESSES

EUROPEAN CETACEAN SOCIETY .
OFFICERS AND COUNCIL

MEMBERS

CHAIRMAN: Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara,
lnstituto Tethys,
Via Giusti 5, l-20154 Milano, ltaly.
Tlf +39231 4403, fax: +392294019A7
Email: GNSTRI@lMtUCCA.CSt.UNtMt. tT

SECRETARY: Geneviève Desportes,
Stejlestræde 9, Bregnør, DK-5300
Kerteminde, Denmark.
Tlf:456532 1 7 67, f ax: 456532177 6
Email: GENE@DOU.DK

TREASURER: Phit Hammond,
Sea Mammal Research Unit NERC
High Cross, Madingly Road, Cambridge CB3
OET, U.K.
f ff : 442233'1 1 354, fax: 44223929927
Email : US_PSH@UK.AC. NERC-BAS.VAXC

EDITOR: Peter Evans,
Dept of Zoology, University of Oxford, South
Parks road, Oxford OX1 3pS, U.K.
Tlflfax: ç44855727984

MEMBERS: Harald Benke,
Forschungs- und Technologiezentrum,
Universitat Kiel, Werftstrasse 10, D-25761
Busum, Germany.
Tlf: +494834604280, fax: +4948346727

Arne Bjørge,
Norsk lnstitut for Naturforskning - NINA,
University of Oslo, P.O. Box 1037, Blindern,
N-1315 Oslo 3, Norway.
TlÍ: +472854515, fax +4728560116

Previous newsletters have contained requests
for slides of various cetacean species for
inclusion in a slide identification training pack
that Sea Watch foundation was putting
together, with support from the UK department
of the Environment. That has now been
produced and thanks go to all those who have
kindly contributed to it.

The pack contains contains eighty colour
slides depicting the 28 cetacean species most
regularly observed in the eastem North
Atlantic: blue whale, fin whale, sei whale,
minke whale, humpback whale, northern right
whale, bowhead whale, sperm whale, pygmy
sperm whale, northem botilenose whale,
Sowerby's beaked whale, beluga, long-finned
pilot whale, short-finned pilot whale, killer
whale, false killer whale, Risso's dolphín,
:ommon dolphin, slripëd dolphin, Aflantic
spotted dolphin, pan-tropical spotted dolphin,
spinner dolphin, rough-toothed dolphin, white-
beaked clofphin, Aflantic white-sided dotphin,
bottlenose dolphin and harbour porpoise.

Each species has two-three pictures showing
key identification features. The larger whales
are grouped for comparison of blows, dorsal
fins, and tail flukes. Smaller cetaceans are
arranged by species comparing head shapes
and flank markings. Where possible
underwater shots and piclures of stranded
animals have also been included. With every
slide pack there is a 14 page manuel
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Finn Larsen,
Grønlands Fiskeri- og Miljøundersøgelser,
Tagensvej 135-1, ÐK-2200 København N,
Danmark.-
Tlf: +4531 854444, fax: +4535821 850

Marina Loewenstein de Sequeira,
Serviço Nacional de Parques, Reservas e
Conservação de Natureza, Rua Filipe Folque,
47-3., P-1000 Lisboa.
Tlf: +351 13523018, fax+351 1574771

EMAIL TO THE GOUNCIL:
ECS-BOARD@MAt LBASE.AC. UK

EMAIL TO ALL MEMBERS:
ECS-ALL@MAr LBASE.AC. UK

EUROPEAN CETACEAN SOCIETY -
NATIONAL CONTACT PERSONS

BELGIUM: Claude Joiris, Vrije Universiteit
brussel, Laboratorium voor Ecotoxicologie,
Pleinlaan 2, B-1050 Brussel. Tlf:
+322641 3414; fax: +322641 341 I
Email: CJOIRIS@VNET3.VUB.AC.BE

DENMARK: Carl Kinze, Zoologisk Museum,
Universitetsparkrn 15, DK-2100 København
Ø.
Tlf: +4535321 000, fax: +4535321 01 0

FAROE ISLANDS: Dorete Bloch, Museum of
Natural History, Fútalág 40,FR-100 Tórshavn.
Tlf: +29818588, fax: +2981E589
Email: NSAVN@POP.DENET.DK

FRANCE: Alexandre Gannier, 14 Rue des
Capucines, F-331 70, Gradignan.
Tlf: +3356890220 (or 3393658936)
Email: I-ANGLA@FRBDXI 1 .BITNET

GERMANY: Harald Benke, Forschungs- und
Technologiezentrum, Universitat Kiel,
Werftstrasse 10, D-25761 Busum.
Tlf: +4948346A4280, fax: +4948346727

ICEI-AND: Jóhan Sigurjónsson, Marine
Research lnstitute, Skúlgata, P.O. Box 1390,
lS-121 Reykjavik.
TlÍ: +354120240, fax: +354162370

IRELAND: Simon Berrow, Department of
Zoologie, University College Cork, Lee
Maltings, Prospect Row, Cork.
Tlf : +3532127687 1, fax: +3532 1 27 4034
Email: SCZO602E@IRUCCVAX.UCC. lE

ITALY: Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara,
lnstitutio Tethys, Via Giusti 5, l-20154 Milano.
Tlf +392314403, fax: +39229401987
Email: GNSTRI@lMlUCCA.CSl.UNlMl.lT

NETHERLANDS: Chris Smeenk, National
Museum of Natural History, P.O. Box 9517,
NL-2300 RA Leiden.
Tlf: +31 71 1 43844, fax: +31 7 1 133344
Email: SBU2MA@RULSFB.LEIDENUNIV. NL

NORWAY: Arne Bjørge, Norsk lnstitut for
Naturforskning - NINA, University of Oslo,
P.O. Box 1037, Blindern, N-1315 Oslo 3.
Tlf: +472854515, fax +4728560116

PORTUGAL: Marina Loewenstein de
Sequeira, Serviço Nacional de Parques,
Reservas e Conservação de Natureza, Rua
Filipe Folqu e, 47-3., P-1000 Lisboa.
ïlf: +351 1 352301 I, fax+351 1 57477 1

RUSSIA: M.V. lvashin, All_Union Research
lnstitute of Marine Fisheries & Oceanography
(VNIRO), 17 V. Krasnoselskaya, Moscow, B-
144,107M4.

SPAIN: Alex Aguilar, Dept. de Biología Animal
(Vertebrats), Facultat de Biología, Universidat
de Barcelona, Diagonal 645, E-08028
Barcelona.
Tlf: +3434021 453, fax: +34341 1 0887
Email: ¡¡Ð<,A@PORTHOS. BlO. UB. ES

SWEDEN: Per Berggren, Zoological lnstituut,
University of Stockholm, 10691 Stockholm.

SWITZERI-AND: Beatrice Jann, Museo di
Storia Naturale, Viale Cattaneo 4, 6900
Lugano.
Tlf: +41 91 560953, fax: +4191239020
Email: JANN@CLIENTS.SWITCH.CH

UNITED KINGDOM: Peter Evans, Dept of
Zoology, University of Oxford, South Parks
road, Oxford OX1 3PS.
Tlf/fax: + 44855727984

NEWSLETTER EDITORS:

Peter Evans,
Dept of Zoology, University of Oxford, South
Parks road, Oxford OX1 3PS.
Tlfifax: +44855727984
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Marjan AddinUJoke Bakker,
National Museum of Natural History, P.O. Box
9517, NL-2300 RA Leiden.
llf: +317 1-143844, fax: +317 11 33344
EmaiI: ECS-NEWS(OMAILBASE.AC. UK_ y

EUROPEAN CETACEAN SOCIETY .
WORKING GROUP CONTACT

PERSONS

ECS COMPUTER SUPPORT GROUP: Jan-
Willem Broekema,
Brikkenwal 20, 2317 GT Leiden, the
Netherlands.
Email: ECS-HELPDESK@MAILBASE.Ac.UK

NORTH AND BALTIC SEAS: CaTl Kinze,
Zoologisk Museum, Universitetsparkren 1S,
DK-2100 København Ø, Danmark.
Tlf: +4535321 000, fax: +4535321 01 0

PATHOLOGY: Thijs Kuiken,
Department of Veterinary Pathology, Western
College of Veterinary Medicine, University of
Saskatchewan,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada S7N
owo.

SIGHTINGS: Peter Evans,
Dept of Zoology, University of Oxford, South
Parks road, Oxford OX1 3PS, U.K.
TlflÍax: +44855727984

MEDITERRANE/rN SEA: Alex Aguilar, Dept.
de Biología Animal (Vertebrats), Facultat de
Biología, Universidat de Barcelona, Diagonal
ô45, E-08028 Barcelona.
Tlf: +3434A21 453, fax: +34341 1 0887
Email: ALEXA@PORTHOS. BlO. UB. ES
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