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Contained with this newsletter are funher
details of our next annual conference, in
lnverness between 'l8th and 21st February
1993. We anticipate a large attendance for
this meeting, so please book early.

This summer has seen more cetacean field
projects in Europe than ever before, so do
please report some of your early findings for
the benefit of other ECS members. Likewise,
any local news relating to cetaceans would be
most welcome for the autumn newsletter.
Please send all contributions by November
15th.

PETER EVANS
MARJAN ADDINK

EGS NEWS

COSINE PROJECT

This project, initiated in coniunction with the
European Commission (see ECS Newsletter
No. 14), is making good progress. A mailing
list is being prepared and a bulletin board
started. Researchers in various European
countries have now been visited by Cosine
staff, and many of these are now making
arrangements to obtain E-mail facilities. lf
you have nol been contacted but would like to
lake advantage of the scheme, please get in
touch. Our E-mail number is:

SBU2MA@RULSFB. Leidenun iv. NL.

MARJAN ADDINK
JAN WILLEM BROEKEMA

L@GAL NEWS

UNITED K¡NGDOM & IRELAND:
HUMPBACK WHALE SIGHTINGS

For several decades, humpback whales have

been no more than occasional visitors to uK
waters, wilh only eight definite sightings in

the last 25 years. However, three of these
have been in the last three years, and
further encouragement has come this
summer with a total of maYbe seven
humpbacks seen in the watefs around Britain

and lreland. The first s¡ghting occurred in

early June, when fishermen reported a

humpback off the south coast of Cornwall. ln

subsequent weeks it was seen off the south

Devon coast and then off Weymouth in

Dorset, where several people had the
opportunity to see the animal at close
quarters and even swim with iÎ.

On 22 June, a young humpback followed a

trawler into Kinsale harbour in Co. Cork,
Southern lreland. lt remained in the vicinity
of the harbour for some time, but was found

dead on 31 July, stranded in Tralong Bay,

where it had last been seen six weeks

earlier. The animal was visited by Simon
Berrow and Pat Smiddy who reported that it

was a young female, measuring 6.5 metres.

Photographs were taken of the Kinsale and

Weymouth animals so we should be able to
verify if these were the same individual.

Three humpbacks were seen north of Unst,
Shetland in late June, and one (presumably
from this pod) was observed feeding actively
off East Yell a few days later. Finally, at
least two humpbacks were seen west of the

Outer Hebrides at 58000' N, 21o24' W on 15

July.

We do not know how many individuals these
sightings represent, but given the timing and
geographical locations of the sightings, ¡t

seems likely that six or seven individuals
were involved. Let's hope lhese are the first

signs of a recovery to the much depleted
European stock of th¡s species.
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NORWAY MINKE WHALES FOR
SCIENCE

The Northeast Atlantic stock of minke

whales, numbering about 86,000 whales, is

considered to be an important component of

the Barents sea ecosystem. ln June 1992'

Norway launched a three year programme

for studying the foraging ecology of

Northeast Atlantic minke whales. According

to the research proposal, 110 whales are to

be caught in 1992, and 136 in each of the

years 1993 and 1994. The hunt is granted by

the Norwegian government according to

Article I of the lnternational Convention for

the Regulation of Whaling, 1946' (This article

authorises contracting governments to issue

to any of its nationals a special permit to
catch whales for purposes of scientific
research and catching of whales under

special permits in accordance wilh Article I
shall be exempt from the operation of the

Convention.) The decision to take whales for

scientific purposes has caused considerable

debate and provoked the anti-whaling
campaigners.

Six former whaling vessels are chartered to

undertake the catch operations. All scientific

examinations and sampling are carried out by

scientists onboard the vessels. The whales

are hunted in five areas off Northern Norway

and in the Barents Sea (west of Spitsbergen'

Bear lsland ' Hopen, off the Kola peninsula,

coastal banks off Finnmark, and Lofoten '
Vesterålen). The search for whales follows a

strict transect design, taking into account

the transects used in the shipboard sighting

surveys in 1989 and the design of the

surveys ded¡cated to assess prey availability

on the feeding grounds. The vessels move

along the transects at a speed of 7 ' 10

knots. When a whale is sighled, the whale is

chased unttl lost or caught. Processing and

biological sampling ¡s lo be completed before

the vessel resumes search for a new whale'

Search is resumed at the point on the

transecl where the chase of the last whale

wes started.

Three research '.'essels from the lnstitute of

Marine Researcn ,n Bergen are allocated to

assess prey abundance (various species of

zooplankton and fish) in the sampling areas'

Trawling and an echo integratlon system aÍe

used. The mean echo density inside squares in

a predefined grid is calculated based on the

assumption that the densities along the

survey track lines are representative of the

squares. The echo density is assigned to fish

species according to the character of the

recordings on the echograms, the target

strength of the recordings and the species

composit¡on in trawl hauls which are

frequently taken along the survey lracks'

The potential minke whale prey abundance

will be examined in more detail by various

types of trawl gear in areas with

aggregations of whales and where whales are

actually taken.

The two primary obiedives for the scientific

catch are:

(1) An analysis of the stomach contents of a

random sample of whales 1o quantify the

various types of prey consumed by minke

whales in the area;

(2) A correlation of the type and quantity of

prey in the stomachs of the random sample of

whales wilh the estimated availability of the

various types of prey in the area and period'

to enable the estimalion of food preferences

of minke whales.

However, the whales are also utilised for

other studies. Reproductive organs and age

material are collected for demographic
studies, and tissue samples from various

organs collected for studies of pollutants in

whales. Of particular interest in the study

area are problems related to radionuclides'

heavy metals and petroleum products' Data

and samples for other research proiects

could be collected upon request. ln addition,

direct participation in the research under

this programme by scientists f rom other

nations will be encouraged and welcomed to

the extent allowed by accommodation and

other logistic considerations.
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The information on the research programme
on minke whales is compiled from: A
research proposal to evaluate the ecolog¡cal
importance of minke whales in the Northeast
Atlantic. Paper SC/44|NAB 18 submitted to
the Scienlific Committee of the lnternational
Whaling Commission in June 1992.

ARNE BJØRGE

(Editors'Note: the taking of whates for
scientific purposes is a very controversial
subject. We welcome well-reasoned
alternative viewpoints f or or against this
acti vi ty. )

GERMANY

Cetacean research in the Federal Republic of
Germany has focused on small cetaceans. ln
addition, historical aspects of whaling have
been investigated.

Studies on the history of whaling have dealt
with medieval whaling, whaling in the 17th,
'l8th and 1gth centuries and the iconography
of stranded whales. They are carried out
under the ausp¡ces of "Deutsches
Schiffahrtsmuseum" and associated
researchers and groups (U, Schnall,
Deutsches schiffahrtsmuseum,
Bremerhaven),

The project to investigate stocks, state of
health and migration of the small cetaceans in
German waters has continued. Animals
drowned in fishing gear or found dead on
beaches were examined at the Un¡versity of
Kiel or Marine Museum Stralsund. Samples
were collected for studies of pathology,
contaminant levels, parasilology, age
determination, diet and reproduction.
researchers outside the FRG ìyers also
supplíed with samples. All reported sighrings
of cetaceans in German waters wef e
collected and analysed at the university of
Kiel (W. Schultz, H. Benke & U. Siebert,
University of Kiel; G. Schulze, Marine
Museum Stralsund).

Pathological-analornical and histopathological
investigations on small cetaceans from the
North and Baltic Seas, collected by the

University of Kiel, have been started. The
necropsis on the animals were carried out at
the lnstitute fúr Haustierkunde, University of
Kiel. The histopathology was undertaken in

the lnstitute for Veterinary Pathology,
University of Giessen (K. Frese & U. Siebert,
University of Giessen).

Studies on the biology and protection of
cetaceans and seals on the coast of
Mecklenburg-Prepomerania have continued.
For many years, the Marine Museum
Stralsund has collected information on the
existence of harbour porpoises, harbour
seals, ringed seals, and grey seals on the
southern shores of the Baltíc Sea.
Furthermore, the museum is responsible for
collecting all marine mammals found dead
along the coast of Mecklenburg-
Prepomerania, to gather all evidence on the
slate of health, and to analyse and inlerprel
the results (G. Schulze & K. Harder, Marine
Mammal Stralsund).

Ecopathological monitoring of marine
mammals in the coastal waters of Lower
Saxony has also continued. Autopsies of
diseased and stranded marine mammals were
conducted with special reference 1o

contagious diseases, possible eff ects of
human activities in the wild (e.g.
omphalogene infections and skin diseases),
parasilology, and pollutants (M. Stede,
Seehundaufzucht- und Forschungsstation
Norden-Norddeich).

Parasites and food analyses of the digestive
tract of harbour seals in the German as well
as the Danish part of the Wadden Sea have
been examined. Harbour porpoises ¡n the
North Sea and in the Baltic Sea were
similarly examined (R. Lick, University of
Kiel).

Evaluation of a heavy metal-accumulation
pattern in soft and hard tissues of marine
mammals - namely harbour porpoises and
harbour seals - and their role in the
metabolism of calcium in relalion to precise
age and sex wers continued. Analysis of
sighting and stranding data of harbour
porpoises and their significance for the
migration patlern in the southern North Sea
was undertaken. The improvement and
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development of new techniques for precise

age determination of marine mammals was

continued (H. Kremer, University of Kiel)'

Marine mammals of the Persian Gulf after
the War were surveyed. The possible impact

of the Gulf war on marine mammals was
investigaled during a Greenpeace expedition
from August to October. ln the northern part

of the Persian Gulf, the coasts of Bahrain,

Saudi-Arabia, Kuwait and lran were
surveyed to look at the abundance and
distribution of marine mammals in the area
which was impacted by the war. Whenever
possible, animals have been photoidentified
(T. Henningsen, Greenpeace).

lnvestigations on determining heavy metal
and organochlorine concentrations of various
tissues of common and striped dolphins from
France collected in the last 14 years have
been started. These pollutants are also
sludied in harbour porpoises from Germany.
There will also be an investigation into the
relationship belween pathological changes and

toxin levels in these animals (U. Siebert,
Free University of Brussels).

The main topics of research proiects of the
"Delphinarium Münster" were sensory
capabilities and cognition of marine mammals
in ecological perspective (G. Dehnhardt,
Delphinarium Munster).

lnvestigations on the morphogenesis and fetal
histology of the brain in loothed whales were
completed. Three-dimensional enlarged
models of the sperm whale brain and the
narwhal brain were made and interpreted in
comparison with other toothed whales and
the human. Morphology and histology of the
subcortical acoustic system in dolphins
(harbour porpoise, La Plata dolphin) was
investigated. The investigat¡on of the dolphin
head (Pantropical spotled dolphin) via
dissection and tomography was cont¡nued (H.

Oelschlåger, Universily of Frankfurt).

Harbour Porpoises
Harbour porpoises were investigated for
mercury contamination (specifically for
inorganic and organic mercury compounds)
and were investigated with regards to

contamination w¡th chlorinated hydrocarbons
(PCB's, chlorinated pesticides) (8. Luckas &

W. Vetter, University of Honenheim).

Aerial surveys covering 5117 linear
kilometers were conducted in an area north
of Fyn, Denmark, and in the Kiel Bight,
Germany, in June-July. These have provided

estimates of harbour porpoise abundance by

use of line-transect theory utilistng
measurements of perpendicular distances to
sight¡ngs and fitt¡ng the probability density
function by a hazard rate model (M.-P.

Heide-Jørgensen, Danbiu Aps, Copenhagen;
W. Schultz and H. Benke, University of Kiel;
T. Henningsen, Greenpeace Germany).

Ship surveys in the Kiel Bight and Lübeck
Bight were conducted in Augusl - September
to test the value of sailing boats for harbour
porpoise surveys (W. Schultz, H. Benke & B.

Adloff, Universrty of Kiel; T. Flenningsen,
Greenpeace Germany).

Since November 1990, a proiect run by the
Society for the Protection of the Waddensea
and the World Wide Fund for Nature had been

conducled on the lsle of Sylt. This monitors
local migrations and fluctuations of harbour
porpoises. An observer network collects data
at two week intervals and from 18 different
locations by a standardized srghting method.
Within this project, basic data on behaviour
(swimming speeds, diving times, etc) will
also be taken. The feasibility of
photoidentification will be tested (L. Koch,
Schutzstation Wattenmeer, SYlt).

WWF-Germany (Wadden Sea & North Sea
Program) launched two pro¡ects concerning
the harbour porpoise (see later item):
fisheries interactions, and behaviour of
carcasses, both ¡n the area of the German
Bight. The f ormer consists mainly of
interviews with f ishermen concerning by-
catches and sightings, the latter assessing
several features from dead individuals (P.

Moreno & S. Lutter, WWF GermanY).

Studies on harbour porpoises in coastal
waters of the lsle of SYlt, North Sea,
regarding the seasonal appearance,
movemenl patterns, social behaviour, and

4



group and social struclure were conducted
(R. Schmidt & B. Hussel, SYlt).

The nervous end-corpuscle in the post'bullar

sense-organ and of the rostral sense-organ
of the harbour porpoise were investigated (G.

Behrmann, Alfred-Wegener'lnstitut for
Polar- und Marine Research, Bremerhaven).

Bottle-nosed DolPhin
The distribution and ecology of bottle-nosed
dolphins in Galveston Bay, Texas were

investigated using photo-identification (T.

Henningsen & S. Bräger, University of Kiel;

B. Wursig, Texas A & M UniversitY at

Galveston).

Studies of bottle-nosed dolphins in the Sado

estuary, Portugal, were continued. The
specific objectives of this proiect were to
study dislr¡bution and movement patlerns'
social behaviour, group and social structure,
population dynamics, sound production and

the environmental conditions and changes
within the area (S. Harzen, University of
Bielefeld).

Studies of context related parameter
variations of signature whistles in the
bottle-nosed dolphin were carried out. This
study invest¡galed the relationship between
parameter variations of bottle-nosed dolphin
whistles and particular variables of context
during a visual learning program. The results
show that these animals use different forms
of their signature whistle in relation to
different variables of context and signaller's
inner state respectively (V. Janik, Free
University of Berlin).

Tucuxi dolphins
A study on the communicative behaviour of
the coastal tucuxi dolphin was started al the
Zoo ol Nürnberg, Germany. Analyses of the
video and sound recordings were completed
at the university of Technology, Delft, The
Netherlands (4. Kilian, University of Bonn; C.
Kamminga, University of Technology, Delft).

Belugas
lnvestigations on cognition and shorl-term
memory of belugas were completed. The
representations achieved by one sense can be
integrated with those achieved by another

sense. Observed geometrical objects of

aluminium were recognised among a series of

similar oblects through echolocation. The
index of complexity and the short'term
memory were investigated (1. Schmidt & B.

Neurohr, Duisberg Zoo).

RECENT

HARALD BENKE
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WWF HARBOURS
THE HARBOUR PORPOISE IN

GERMANY

ln 1988, WWF-Germany started a campaign
on the harbour porpoise in cooperation with

other institutions. with the fecent production

of a video about the harbour porpoise in the
Baltic and North Seas, an information
package was completed which consisted also
of a brochure to reporl strandings/s¡ghtings.

The reporting scheme of strandings/sightings
started in 1990. As usual these sorts of
projects take some time to be established and
need continued implementation. Therefore,
the info-package has been distributed to the
environmental information-centres along the
coast, as well as to other potential
observers like fishermen, marine research
institutions, etc.

ln addition, WWF supports a systematic
sighting survey carried out by the
Wattenmeerschutzstation in Sylt, where
apparently harbour porpoises concentrate.
The data are stored in a Data Base by the
University in Kiel, where stranded animals
are the subject of several studies, such as
toxicology, feeding and reproductive ecology.
Last but not least, two sub¡ects are under
research by WWF in the current year:
preliminary results of by-catches by the
German fisheries in the North Sea, and
carcass behaviour of the harbour porpoise in

the German Bight: surfacing rate and drift
route, which after description of the
decomposition process will assess the
suitability of the Hydrodynamical Model for
the German Bight by comparing ¡t with the
route taken by released dead individuals
followed using radio telemetry. lf this is
successf ul, it will be used to reveal the
reasons behind the distribution paüerns of
strandings in the German Bight.

Any information or material (in German) can
be obtained from: WWF-Wattenmeer &

Nordseeschutz, clo Ökologiestation, Am
Güthpol 9, 2820 Bremen 70, Germany (Tel:
+49 421 658460; Fax: +49 421 6584ô12).

RESEARGFI,ELSEWFIERE ON

TF]E VA/ORLD

K¡LLER WHALES IN THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST

ln 1976, the U.S. National Marine Fisheries

Service (NMFS) initiated a research program

on killer whales Orcinus orca (popularly
called Orca) in the Pacific Northwest to

determine how many of these animals
remained in the population which had been

heavily exploited ¡n the previous ten years

for the oceanarium industry and research. I

was the contractor for the NMFS sponsored
research, and I adopted the Photo'
identification methods pioneered by the late
Dr. Mike Bigg of Nanaimo, British Columbia.
Basically, I took high resolut¡on photographs

of each individual whale we encountered in

the inland marine waters of Washington State

and southern British Columbia, and we

compared them to photographs taken by Dr.

Bigg and his colleagues. The results of my

six-month study were food for thought'
approximately 58 whales had been removed

f or capture or incidental mortality during
capture, and 68 "residenl" whales remained
as of 1976. Over 800/o of the removed

animals were ¡mmature, and forty'nine of
the whales remaining were eslimated to have

been mature. Very few immature animals
were left in the population, This was
¡mportant because the only increments to

this population wh¡ch could be determined
were by b¡rth, ... there was no immigration
f rom an oceanic population which could
magically replace removals or swell the
inshore population if foraging conditions were
particularly good.

The only "immigration" of killer whales to

the area consisted of sporadic small groups

or individuals of "transients", as we came to
tell them. These transients typically ranged
through the area for a few days snacking on

harbour seals and porpoises, and then
departed again, perhaps not to be seen in the

area again for years. Transients travel in

much smaller groups than residents and
PAULA MORENO
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range throughout the Northwest from Oregon

to Alaska. A total of about 80 trans¡ent
whales has been identified so far.

One of the th¡ngs that Dr. Bigg and I noted

during our photo-identification studies was

that if our cameras, lenses, and timing were

right on, we could identify the young whales
with reasonable consistency. This was not

easy, ... young animals of any species obtain
new nicks and scars frequently, and in the

case of whales they grow rapidly, change
proportion, and frequenlly slough patches of

skin which makes their identity difficult to
follow over exlended time. Nonetheless'
because they most frequently swim righl
alongside their mother for the f¡rst year or

so of l¡fe, theY could usuallY be
photodocumented sufficiently in that time to

be able to identify them on to maturity. We
naively expected that four or five years of
study would be sufficient to document growth

to maturity, because the scientific literalure
at the time estimated sexual maturity to
occur within lhat t¡mef rame, I drafted a

proposal to the National Marine Fisheries
Service for a twenty year studY in

expectation of completely documenting
several generations of whales to obtain good

baseline data on their population dynamics
and vigour. Dr. Bigg proposed continuing
studies to the canadian government as well.

Of course, neither the Canadian governmenl
nor the U.S. government had any funds for
such a long-term view; both were interested
in population size as of the mid'1970's
primarily f or catch management; and,
catches had essentially ended. Dr. Bigg
continued his studies of whales on his holiday
time and after hours from his work as a seal
expert at the Pacific Biological Stalion in

Nanaimo; and, I arranged wilh my employer,
the Ocean Research and Education Sociely in

Boston, to take time in the summef to keep
up with the study because it was biologically
interesting and important to gel the facts on

the vigour of these top predators in this
marine ecosystem. For fitteen years we have
done this, with enormous amounts of
volunteer energy most recently from
EARTHWATCH. The information coming out of
th¡s cont¡nuing sludy is further food for
thoug ht:

To starl with, we found thal ¡t takes thirteen
or more years for these Orca whales to
reach sexual maturity, instead of the four or

five prevrously estimated frcm length data
from carcasses taken In irrect whaling of
killer whales off Norway and Japan. We
estimate age at sexual maturity for males
when the secondary sexual characterislic of
increased dorsal fin height commences, and

for females by subtracting seventeen months
(the length of gestation) from the age of a

new mother observed with her firstborn calf.

Then we see how often she has a calf,... the

maximum rate of production is one calf
every three years, and the average is more

like one every 5.2 years until the mother
reaches an estimated forty years of age. We

have some documented grandmother whales

in the resident population; and, by inference

of associations we est¡mate that some are
greal-grandmothers! This was a rather
startling f ind that there were apparently
post-reproductive animals living much longer

than anyone previously expected. Our
surmise about longevity is really a calculated
guess made by computer from survival data
and probability of survival to a given age,
but as lhe study continues, I expect it will be

well documented if the whale population

su rvives.

Lifespan information is interesting because it

is similar to our own; but, what is ¡mportant
to know is production. How are the babies
doing? ln scientific jargon - what is the net

recruitment? From '1975 (Dr. Bigg's data) 1o

1991, we have documented f¡fly newborn in
the southern community. we may have
missed some because of winter births not

surviving to summer when we do our field
work. We know we missed neonatal
mortalities which never come to view; buÎ,
at least we know that no fewer than fifty
calves were born in this seventeen year
period. Based upon recovery of eight neonatal

carcasses during the study period, the
neonatal mortality is apparently high
(estimated 430/o). Additionally, we know that
ten of the live documented calves died in

their first year of life, and two others did
not survive lo yeãr f ive. ln summary,
neonatal and juvenile mortality ¡s

significantly high (about 300/0) in these
predalors, but it ¡s comparably high in other
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populations and some other species which
have been studied, so that may not be cause
for general alarm. The "net recruitment" to
the population, as it is used by scientists,
only refers to animals which survive to
sexual matunty, and it is these data which

are just now being gathered as the whales
mature. Babies are wonderful to see, but
lhey have 10 make it to adulthood to
contribute to the population. Nine animals
which we have documented as calves have
matured so far.

ln addition to the neonatal and juvenile
mortalities mentioned above, thirteen adults
have died during the study period, which
creates a net loss of four mature animals to
the population during the fifteen years of
sludy. I estimate that this net recruitment
loss will be made up from animals maturing
in the next several years if the mortality
rate doesn't rise too quickly. Sometime
around the turn of the century we may see
the net recruitment gain a b¡t if the 1984-87
"baby boom" of calves all survive. At about
that time, I estimate that the population will
have fully recovered from the capture
removals of the 1960's and early 1970's, if
all else goes well; i.e. it will have taken
about 25-30 years to recover. The point is
that human induced perturbations can have
long term effects on ecosystems and long-
lived creatures such as whales.
Furthermore, we would never know about
them unless we condr.icted long term studies.
ln general, we modern humans are far too
short-minded about such lhings to think as
far ahead as a whale generation.

There is a very disturbing undercurrent to
all of this knowledge we are gathering, ...
just as we humans seem to grasp the
ephemeral wisdom we seek to apply, the
world changes and the study species seem to
slip away to extínction or oblivion. We learn
too late that PCB's, pesticides and heavy
metals may kill enlire populations and
species by reducing their immunity to
disease and interfering w¡th reproduction.
After learning this, we ban such substances
in our own country and export them to other
countries thal don't yet know their insidious
effects, or haven't regulatory machinery to
stop their ¡mport. unfortunately, 95o/o of

these substances are out there and for the
most part irretrievable, waiting to do their
environmental damage. The damage is
already showing up in any coastal and inshore
populations of porpoises and seals, who are
suffering immune system deficiencies and
reproductive impairment. I believe that the
only way we are going to have many marine
mammal populations around for f uture
generations to study and enjoy will be for us
to examine our own lifestyles and modify
them in ways that are less destructive of the
environment. We have to learn to think as far
ahead as several whale generations to really
provide for their survival, as well as our
own.

KEN BALCO{VIB

NEWS FR@M @THER

SOGIETOES

REPORT OF EAAM TWENTIETH
ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM,

BRUGES, BELGIUM, MARCH 1992

The 20th annual meeting of the European
Association of Aquatic Mammals (EAAM) was
hosted by the Boudewijn Park Dolphinarium in

Brugge (Bruges), with the main meeting held
at the Akademie Hotel in the city centre. The
city of Brugge is quite delightful, and is
rightly described by many as the "Venice of
the north". The meeting started with a

welcoming cheese, wine and beer reception
at the Akademie Hotel on the evening 0f the
20th March, and then progressed through a

series of scientific sessions on the following
days with talks and films. Along with the
scientific programme of the meeting, several
social functions and tourist attractions were
arranged, including a reception lunch on the
first day and a dinner on the evening of the
penultimâte day; a boat trip thfough the
canals, a guided walking tour of the city, and
a visit to the Bouderwijn Park with lunch to
see the dolphinarium and museum.

The scientific programme included session
topics on Education, Husbandry, ln the Wild,
Acoustics, Anatomy, Physiology, Pathology
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and Neonatalogy. The species covered
included marine and river dolphins,
pinnipeds, dugongs and manatees, in differenl
parts of the wcrld, both in the wild and in

captivity and with special reference to

fisheries and environmental interactions. A

total of 35 lalks/presentations were
received, and abstracts of these talks were

available to all attendees, although there
were inevitably some changes and deletions
to the programme owing to absences during
the meeting. About 100 attendees registered
for the meeting, and these comprised
members of the EAAM both from Europe and

worldwide, local people, and interested
persons from both research and commercial
backgrounds.

As the official representalive of the ECS, I

was invited by the President, Dr Cees
Kamminga, to speak to the members and

attendees at some length about the hislory,
aims and membership of the ECS, and I

expressed appreciation of the recent
reciprocal exchange of observers at ECS and
EAAM meetings this year. The EAAM
membership expressed the des¡re to continue
this arrangement, and to forge closer links
between the two societies, particularly on
matters of overlapping interest. lwas
invited to maintain a display table
advertising the ECS and ils publications
throughout the meeting, and this, along w¡th

the opportunity to speak to the atlendees,
attracted 10 new members and the sale of
several publications.

The EAAM announced that their 1993 meeting
would be held in Madrid from 26-28 March,
and the 1994 meeting was being scheduled
for Múnster. Finally, Dr Paul Nachtigall of
Naval Ocean Systems Center (NOSC), Hawaii,
announced that he would be taking over as
Editor of the EAAM's journal "Aquatic
Mammals", from Dr Victor Manton, and that
submissions were welcomed from members
and non-members. At this meeting, Dr
Kamminga handed over the Presidency of the
EAAM to Dr van Haaften. Dr Manton
continues as Secretary/Treasurer.

As a conclusion I should mention that although
I personally have been a member of the
EAAM for more than 10 years, I have been

unable to attend a meeting for several years.
My impression this time, after a prolonged
absence, was of a reiatively small but
diverse group, not especially from an
academic background, but wtth wide and
enthusiastic ¡nterests, eager to hear about
new research, coming to attend an
interesting programme that combined science
and social events in a pleasing balance. I

thoroughly enjoyed the meeting and certainly
intend to maintain my contacts there.

CHBISTINA LOCKTER

Sea Mammal Research Unit,
c/o British Antarctic Survey,

High Cross, Cambridge CB3 OET.

ACS CONFERENCE

The American Cetacean Society (ACS) will
hold its Fifth Biennial Conference in

Monterey, California, November 6-8, 1992.

ACS is a non-profit organization whose
mission is to protect whales, dolphins and
porpoises through public education, research
and conservation.

The t¡tle of the conference is "A Celebration
of Whales", which will tie in with the
organization's Twenty-Fiftn Anniversary.
Experts in the field of marine mammal
science will address topics on the research
and conservation efforts being undertaken
today, and plans for action in the future. The
conference is open to everyone interesled in
learning about these wonderful creatures and
lhe problems they face in today's world.

Among this year's 25 speakers are Dr. John
Lien (Memorial University, St. John's,
Newfoundland) and Dr. Bernd Würsig (Texas

A & M University), keynote speaker al the
banquet.

ln conjunction with the conference, ACS will
host a major art show, featuring the work of
leading marine mammal sculptors, painters
and photographers. Artists in attendance
include Larry Foster and Bob Talbot. Also
featured will be a private reception at the
Monterey Bay Aquarium, the Banquet, a
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Research Poster Session and a Special
Evening with noted photographer Fllp Nicklin.
Boat and kayak trips in Monterey Bay are
also available.

For more information, contact the American
Cetacean Society, P.O. Box 2639, San Pedro,
CA 90731, or call (310) 548-6279.

PAUL GOLD

ANN@UNCIEMENI]TS

DOLPHIN CODE OF CONDUCT

Following a preliminary study of the effects
upon bottle-nosed dolphins of sound
disturbance f rom various craft, we have
produced (with funding from WWF-UK) a
poster and leaflet giving guidelines on how
boat handlers can minimise the disturbance
and stress which can be caused to coastal
dolphins and porpoises.

lf anyone is interested in obtaining a copy,
please contact me. I shall also bring a limited
number to the ECS Conference in lnverness.

PETER EVANS
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Belgium Claude Joiris, Vrije Universiteit
Brussel, Laboratorium voor Ecoloxicologie,
Pleinlaan 2, B-1050 Brussels (Tel. +32 2
641 3414; fax +32 2 641 3419)
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København Ø (-lel. +45 31 354111; fax +45
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20240; fax +354 1 62370)

Italy Giuseppe Notarbartolo di Sciara,
lstituto Tethys, Piazza Duca d'Aosta 4,
l-20124 Milano (Tel. +39 2 6704385; fax
+39 2 294019871

The Netherlands Chris Smeenk,
Rijksmuseum van Natuurliike Historie,
Postbus 9517, NL-2300 RA L.e¡den (Tel. +31

71 143844; fax +31 71 133344)

Norway Arne Björge, Norsk lnstitut for
Naturforskning - NINA, University of Oslo,
PO Box 1037, Blindern, N-1315 Oslo 3 (Tel.

+47 2 854515; fax +47 2 856016)

Porlugal Marina L. de Sequeira, Serviço
Nacional de Parques, Reservas e

Conservaçâo da Natureza, Rua Filipe Folque

47-30, P-1000 Lisboa (Íel. +47 2 854515;
lax +47 2 856016)

Russia M.V. lvashin, All-Union Research
lnstitute of Marine Fisheries & Oceanography
(VNIHO),17 V. Krasnoselskaya, Moscow, B-

140, 107140.

Spain Alex Aguilar, Dept. de Biología
(Vertebrados), Facultad de Biología,
Universidad de Barcelona, Avigunda Diagonal
645, E-08071 Barcelona (Tel. +34 3

4021453; fax +34 3 41 1 0887)

Sweden Bernt Dybern, lnstitute of Marine
Research, Box 4, S-45300 Lysekil.

Switzerland Beatrice Jann, Museo di
Storia Naturale, Viale Callaneo 4, 6900
Lugano (Tel. +4t 91 560953; fax +4'l 91

s ô0 953)

United Kingdom Peter Evans, DePt of
Zoology, South Parks Road, GB-Oxford OX1

3PS (Tel./Fax +44 865 727984)
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