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EDO]TORIAL

This newsletter contains several important
notices for ECS members, so please read
them. You could benefit!

Most of the contributions continue 10 be
provided either by the editors or Council
members. PLEASE send us your own news
or deta¡ls of recent research from your
own country which might interest others.
For example, there mighl have been
significant mortality of cetaceans along
your coastline, or a new potential threat,
a cruise that you participated in, or a
research project that has recently been
initiated. A book on cetaceans may have
been published in your country, or an
interesting conference held. You might have
been outside Europe and have news worth
transmitting to other ECS members. So
please don't take it for granted that we all
know about these. This applies particularly
to news from Mediterranean and Eastern
European countries from whom we receive
little information.

ballot circulated to everyone with the
previous newsletter. lf you do not want the
society's future to be decided by a
minority of the membership, please contact
the ECS Newsletter Editorial Office, c/o
Mammal Department, Museum of Natural
History, PO Box 9517, NL-2300 RA
Leiden, Netherlands (whether or not
you attended and voted at the AGM).

QUESTION 1 is:

.lshould like the European Cetacean
Society to remain a society for the
study & conservation of cetaceans.

- I should like the European Cetacean
Society to become the European
Marine Mammal Society including
the study of seals and other marine
mammals.

QUESTION 2 is:

- I should like annual conferences

- I should like biennial conferences

PLEASE SEND YOUR VOTE TO US BY:

sTH DECEMBER 1990

ECS sth Annual Conference
- Details & Change ol Date

The Fitth Annual Gonference of the ECS w¡ll
take place in Sandefjord, Norway, from
21st through 23rd February 1991
and not 26-28 February. lf you have not
yet completed your pre-registration form,
please amend the nights you need
accommodation to run over the period 20th
to 24th February. Other details remain the
same. Please send this to the Conference
Organizer by 30 NOVEMBER 1990.

There is no special topic for the 1991
Conference, but we will organize theme
sessions in accordance to the topics of
submitted papers. We particularly invite
you to submit papers on habitat
degeneration, incidental mortality
associated with human activity, and
population studies. We also request papers
on behaviour and feeding ecology of
cetaceans and seals.

As in last year's Conference, invited
speakers will open the session each
morning with a long talk on a particular
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IMPORTANT! ALL MEMBERS OF THE
SOCIETY PLEASE READ THIS

SECTION:

The remit of the society and
f requency ol conf erences

At the time of writing, only about forty
ECS members have returned the postal



theme. Posters will be displayed during the

second and third daYs. Time will be
reserved for discussion with authors. No

Working Group meetings are planned during
session hours in order to maximise the
time available for spoken presentations and

for discussions of posters. lf special small
group meetings afe needed, meeting rooms

will be available during coffee or lunch
breaks or after the ma¡n sessions. Please
contact the Conference Organizer if you

foresee the need for a special meeting
room.

Sandeflord is a small town with a

population of about 35,500, and is located
at the end of a fjord cutting '10 km into a
mighty moraine, the ice age's frontier
between land and sea.

For travel to Sandefiord we recommend
train, boat or flights to Oslo, and train
from Oslo Central Station to Sandefiord.
More expensive are flights to Sandefjord
Airpo rt.

Accommodation is expensive in Norway,
but we have obtained special offers for
part¡cipants. Atlant¡c Home Hotel, a

modern hotel with good standard rooms,
offers single rooms for NOK 400 per night
and double rooms for NOK 300 per person.

All rooms have bathrooms with toilet,
shower, etc. The hotel has its own library
and offers other leisure facilities including
saunas. Rica Park Hotel, a high quality
hotel, offers single rooms for NOK 665 per

night and double rooms for NOK 505 per
person. Breakfast is included in room rates
at both hotels.

The ECS Conference will be held at a

Conference centre at Rica Park, which is
five m¡nutes walk from Atlantic Home
Hotel.

CALL FOR PAPERS Communicat¡ons are
accepted either as verbal of poster
presentations; they should be in English.
For both types of presentations, authors
should submit by 15 DECEMBER an
abstract, in the format provided with the
previous newsletter. Time available for
each verbal presentalion will be 15

minutes, followed by 5 minutes for
questions. Please try to design your
presentation to strictly fil this schedule.
At the meeting in Sandefjord, aulhors of
both verbal and poster presentations should
also bring a Summary (maximum 3 pages

long), to be included in the Proceedings of

the Conference. lf attendance is not
possible, only posters are accepted.

Student Award As in Previous
conferences, there will be an award for the

best verbal and Poster student
presentations, taking into accounl the
quality of the presentation and the quality

of the conlribution to cetology. Students
(graduate and undergraduate) are
encouraged to submit their presentalions

for the Award. To be eligible, they should
be the senior author and should specify
their wish to be considered in the abstract
submission form.

Student Grants Limited financial supporl
is offered to students Presenting
communications as senior authors' The

amount granted in each case will depend on

the money available, number of applicants,
and distance travelled by the applicant.
Students who wish to apply for these
grants should specify so in the Pre-
registration form.

Further lnformation about travel
expenses, schedules, accommodation, and

registration fees will be mailed at the
beginning of 1991. ln order to receive this

information, please complete and mail as

soon as possible (not later than December

15) the pre-registration form to:

ARNE BJøRGE

NORWEGIAN INSTÍTUTE FOR NATURE
RESEARCH,

PO BOX 1037
BLINDEFìN

N-0315 oSLO 3

Offer of
Coastal

lnternship at Center for
Studies, Massachusetts,

USA

The ECS is offering one internship in whale

research (mainly photo'identification and

behavioural work) at the Center for
Coastal Studies (Massachusetts, USA) f0r

the summer of 1991. The length of the
internship will be between 2 and 3 months,

beginning in late épring or early summer'
The position will provide the intern wilh

the opportunity to work with one of the
most experiences and field'intensive
research teams in the world.
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Specifically, the internship will involve the
following: (1) extensive field experience
with humpback, fin and perhaps northern
right whales in the Gulf of Maine; (2)

training in specif ic research techniques,
particularly in studies based upon the
identif ication of individual whales; (3)

access to extensive library resources; and

(4) opportunities to visit and establish
contacts with other marine mammal

laboratories in the region' Funding will be

provided for airfare, accommodation and

basic living expenses.

Applicants should be associated with a

bona-fide research program. Priority will

be given to candidates who may be able to
use the experience gained during the
inlernship to a research project
(preferably on baleen whales) in Europe;
but all applications will be considered.
Competence in spoken and written English

is unfortunatelY a Prerequisite.

Applicants should submit the following
material (in English):
(1) A one page cover letter stating their
interest, the research group at which they
are associated, and a brief description of
past and current activities of this group;

(2) A one page statement describing how

experience in photo'identification and

behavioural work in baleen whales will be

applied to current or future research
plans;
(3) A concise curriculum vitae.

Deadline for applications is 1st January
1991. Applications should be sent to:

GEÎ\¡EVIEVE DESPORTES
(address in contact list)

Participants invited f or voyage of
"Fleur de LamPau!", summer 1991

Charlie Hervé-Gruyer has contacted us to
invite ECS members to undertake cetacean

sludies on board the vessel "Fleur de

Lampaul" between 1 June and 31 August

1991. The vessel will cruise over an area

bordered by the Loire estuary to the east'
England lo the north, Portugal to the South

and the Azores to the west. ln the past,

this project has concentrated upon
introducing children from many cultures to

dolphins in their natural environment' ln

1 991 , the expedition will extend its
activities to include scientif ic studies of

cetaceans at sea. The expedition will offer
an opportunity for collaboration with
marine fishermen lo search for fishing
techniques that are least damaging 1o

marine mammals. About a month will be

spent in the Azores, studying sperm
whales. During the expedition, a telev¡sion
film of 26 minutes duration will be made,

the first of a series of five films.

lf any ECS member is interested
part¡c¡paling, please write 1o

Secretary.

in
the

PETER EVANS

FI NANGES

Following changes to the ECS Council at the

Annual General Meeting in Palma, Phil

Hammond has replaced Chris Smeenk as

Treasurer. This means that arrangements
for paying subscriptions have changed to

the follow¡ng:
Annual subscription fees are 112.50 for
full and institutional members and 17.50

for student members (25 years old or

younger, a full'time student or

unemployed) to the European Cetacean

Society. Payment maY be made at the

Annual conference in pounds ster¡ing or the

currency of the host country. During the
year, payment may be made by UK cheque,

Eurocheque or bank draft in Pounds
sterling. You can pay by cheque in any

other currency, bul you must add î6 to

cover exchange charges.

Payments in excess of the membership fee

are gfatefully received as a donation to the

Society.

Please send your membershiP fee to:
PHIL HAMMOND

SEA MAMMAL RESEARCH UNIT,

c/o BRITISH ANTARCTIC SURVEY,
HIGH CROSS,

MADINGLEY BOAD,

GB.CAMBRIDGE CB3 OET
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LOOAL NEWS

SPAIN

Dolphin Die-offs in the Western
Med ite rra n ea n

The dolphin die-off which is currently
taking place in the western Mediterranean
started in mid-July 1990 and is continuing
at the time of writing. The first animals
affected by the die-off appeared in the
central part of Spain, in the vicinity of the
town of Valencia. However, the mortal¡ty
soon spread northwards and southwards
and at present is known to have reached
the southern coasts of France and the
Mediterranean side of Morocco.

The striped dolphin Stenella coeruleoalba is
the only cetacean species that seems to
have been affected and at the time of
writing (mid-September), more than 200
individuals of this species have been found
dead or dying on the coast. Moreover, an
indeterminate number of carcasses floating
in open waters have been reported by
fishermen, coastguards and yachtsmen.

The dolphins arrived on the coast w¡th no
external signs of disease and were
frequently still alive. ln those latter cases,
death usually occurred after a few hours,
but two individuals survived 48 hours. The
epidemic has apparently affected males and
females equally, although most individuals
were sexually mature. The only exceptions
were some lactating calves, whose deaths
presumably were because of the death of
their mothers rather than to disease.

The lnstitute for Nature Conservation of
Spain (ICONA), in conjunction with local
governments concerned with those
coastlines affected by the die-off, have
organized a recovery network which
ensures that stranded dolphins are quickly
detected and transported (if fresh enough)
to appropriate laboratories, where they
are autopsied and samples taken for
various analyses. The causes of the die-off
are currently under investigation by a
cooperative research team led by the
following scientists:

Alex Aguilar, University of Barcelona:
pollutants.
Juan Antonio Raga, University of Valencia:
parasitology.

Mariano Domingo, Autonomous University
of Barcelona: pathological anatomy.
Joan Plana, Laboratorios Sobrino:
virology.
Ferran Costa, Barcelona Zoo: bacteriology
and handling of dolphins.

Barcelona Zoo and the marinelands of
Palafolls (Gerona) and Palma (Mallorca)
co-operated in the recovery and
examination of dolphins before the nelwork
had been set up.

Although the research is continuing, the
finding of important hepatic lesions and
abundant viral inclusion bodies in the main
organs of affected dolphins indicate that
the cause of the deaths is a virus, as yet
unidentified. Parallel with these findings, a
high incidence of parasites was found in the
dolphins examined. This, together with the
f ind ing of extre mely h ig h leve ls of
organochlorine pollutants (levels of up to
2800 ppm of PCBs in blubber have been
detected), suggests that previously there
may have been a weakening of the dolphins'
immune systems by PCBs. Such a
weakening of the immune system may have
facil¡tated the spread of the epidemic.

ALEX AGUILAR

Postscript The latest news (late Oct) is
that the epidemic has spread eastwards
along the southern coast of Spain (where a
mín. of 400 dolphins have died) and France
(at least c.50-100 deaths) into ltaly (10-
15 deaths between San Remo & Genoa),
with further deaths in N. Africa (but none
on Atlantic coasts). ïhe disease has been
identified as a morbillivirus (apparently
the same as lhat which affected common
seals in the North Sea). Furthermore, four
monk seals have been found dead in the
vicinity of striped dolphins so the epidemic
may be spreading to them.

PETER F/ANS

UNITED KINGDOM

UK Government gives funding for
cetacean research

ln July 1990, the UK government launched
a funding package (amounting to 179,000
pounds sterling) for studies upon UK
cetaceans. Three projects received
funding. Details of lhese are given below

4



(from press release issued bY UK
Department of Environment):

(1) The co-ordination and sampling
of marine mammal strandings in
Engtand and Wales About 150 cetaceans
are washed up each year around the UK

coasls. There has been little systematic
study of causes of death, extent to which

animals afe affected by pollutants or

sutfer from disease. The purpose of this
project is to fund a qualified vet at London
Zoo to study these strandings. This
proposal will also help develop a national
strategy (concentrating first on cetaceans)
for the sampling and study of all wildlife
diseases.

The Co-ordinator (Th¡is Kuiken, Zoological
Society of London) will work in close co'
operation with the Natural History Museum
and the Sea Mammal Research Unit who in
turn will undertake post-mortems and
clinical analysis as part of the second
project in this package. The project is

entirely funded by DOE and is valued at
97,000 pounds sterling over 3 years.

(2) Post mortems and contaminant
analysis of small cetaceans The
purpose of this project is to fund analytical
work arising as a consequence of the first.
This means contaminant analysis and post-

mortems once suitable samples have been
identified by the Co-ordinator. An
assessment will be made of age and general

state of heallh (peresitic inf ection,
virology, etc) and data on accumulated
organochlorine contaminants will be
obtained. lnformation will be compared
rvith similar data on seals.

The project will be managed by NERC's Sea
Mammal Research Unit (SMRU), who will
be sub-contracting much of the post'
mortem work to the Natural HistorY
Museum. The Natural History Museum
scientist will visit strandings with the zoo
strandings co-ord¡nator. Post-morlems
will determine age, reproductive state and

sex as well as obtaining samPles of
tissues, blood and parasites for further
analysis. SMRU will undertake the detailed
contaminant analysis from samples taken
from the stranded cetaceans using
equipment and facilities loaned by MAFF.

The project will cost 68,000 Pounds
sterling, and run for one Year. The
Department of Environment is contributing

58,000 pounds with the remainder made up

by a t 0,000 pounds contribution from the
Welsh Office. Help in kind will be provided

by MAFF (facilities and equipment for
contaminant analysis) and National Rivers
Authority Welsh Region (preliminary
wo rk).

(3) Cetaceans sighting scheme There
is very little information available on the
population size and distribution of cetacean
species at sea. This project will address
this gap, and ties in with the North Sea
conference agreement on cetaceans where

we need as a firsl step to improve our
information base in order to implement the
separate Memorandum of Understanding on

Small Cetaceans.

The UK Mammal Society's Cetacean Group
has been running a sighting scheme for
several years. This is based on a network
of professional and voluntary observers
but has a 3 year data backlog. DoE funding
(24,000 pounds sterling over two years)

will support the scheme by financing
updating of the central database to take on

the backlog of information as well as
targeting new effort along the North Sea

coastline (and lrish Sea for comparison) by

establishing sites with regular, trained
observers, where sight¡ng efforl can be

measured. Funding will also be used to

improve liaison arrangements and training
of observers.

PETER ET¡ANS

OÏHI]BR. N]BWS

MEMOBANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON SMALL CETACEANS IN THE

NOBTH SEA

The Third lnternational Conference on lhe
Protection of the North Sea, involving all
governments of North Sea states was held

in The Hague, Holland in March 1990.

During this meeting, a Memorandum of
Understanding was presented on Small
Cetaceans ¡n the North Sea. The teld of this
Memorandum is reproduced in full below:

NOTE For the purposes of this Memorandum
the North Sea are comprises: (a) the North

Sea southwards of latitude 620 N; (b) the
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Skagerrak, lhe southern limit of which is
determined east of the Skaw by latitude

57o 44.8'N; (c) the English Channel and its

approaches eastwards of longitude 50 W.
The subject of this memorandum shall be
any family, genus, species, subspecies or
population of small cetaceans defined at
toothed whales Odontoceti, except the
sperm whale Plryseter macrocephalus.

The Ministers responsible for the
protection of the North Sea
environment of the Governments
ol:
the Kingdom of Belgium
the Kingdom of Denmark
the Federal Republic of Germany
the French Republic
the Klngdom of the Netherlands
the Kingdom of Norway
the Kingdom of Sweden
the United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern lreland, and
the Member of the Commission of

the European Communities
responsible for environmental
p rotectio n

hereinafter referred to as the Ministers,

Recognizing that small cetaceans are and
should remain an integral part of the
ecosystem of the North Sea;

Concerned about the population status of
small cetaceans in the North Sea;

Recalling the general principles of the
"World Conservation Strategy" and the
World Commission on Environmental
Development

Recognizing that in the North Sea area
intentional taking of small cetaceans does
not take place and is generally forbidden
under national laws;

Recognizing, lhat in the North Sea, marine
pollution, by-catches and habitat
deterioration can threaten the status of
these populations;

Recognizing that international co-operation
is essential for the conservation of small
cetaceans;

Recalling the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals (Bonn 1979) and the Convention on

Conservation of European Wildlife and
Natural Hab¡tats (Berne 1979);

have reached the following understanding

1. Purpose
1.1 The ministers will co-operate closely
wilh a view to achieving and maintaining a

favou rable conservation status for the
small cetacean populations in the North
Sea.

2. Co-operation with the Baltic
States
2.1 Given the close links between the small
cetacean populations of the North Sea and
the Baltic Sea, the ministers will
endeavour to establish co-operation wilh
the coastal states of the Baltic sea.

2.2 The ministers will intensify the
contacts already established between the
North Sea coastal States and the coastal
States of the Baltic Sea, with the object of
establishing a framework for co-operation
in the form of an Agreement as referred to
in articles lV and V of the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals (Bonn 1979).

3. Basic Arrangements
3.1 Pending the conclusion of the
agreement referred to in paragraph 2.2,
the ministers will apply the inlerim
conservation measures as contained in

Annex I to this Memorandum of
Understanding.

3.2 The ministers recognize the authorities
l¡sted in Annex ll of this Memorandum of
Understanding as contact points for the
purpose of this Memorandum.

3.3 The ministers recognize the
Management Authority appo¡nted by
Sweden as lead agency to take the
initiative for the development of an

agreement as referred to in paragraph 2.2
in the course of 1990 and to serve as a
focal point for national reports on the
implementation of this Memorandum.

3.4 All the Annexes to this Memorandum
are an integral part of the Memorandum.

4. Coming into Effect and
Denunciation
4.1 This Memorandum of Understanding
shall come into effect upon the date of its
signature. Any minister may denounce this
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Memorandum of Understanding at any time
by notif ication addressed to the other
ministers.

Annex I Management measures

Acting through the responsible authorities,
Ministers will apply measures to conserve
the cetacean populations and take the
following initiatives where appropriate:

1. Make every effort to promote the
release of any animal inadvertently
captured and which is alive and in good
health.

2. Take appropriate measures on habitat
protection including measures to curb
activities which deleteriously disturb the
marine environment and measures to
prevent, reduce or curb the release into
the marine environment of dangerous
substances which are harmful to the
species concerned.

3 (a) Devise an efficient system for
reporting by-catches and strandings, in
part¡cular to faci¡ilate the study of the
effecls of fishing industry on the species
concerned;

(b) Estimate population densities,
distribut¡on and migration patterns;

(c) Evaluate the effect of measures
taken under 1, 2, and 3 above.

4. To investigate and, in the light of
available data indicating unacceptable
interaction, to develop modifications of
fishing gear and fishing pract¡ces in order
to reduce by-catches and to prevent fishing
gear from getting adrift or being discarded
at sea.

5. Conduct co-ordinated research into the
population biology of the species as a basis
for planning further management measures
and initiatives. Areas for studies may
include:
(a) age composition, reproductive & health
status;
(b) causes of ill health and death;
(c) contaminant analysis;
(d) stock identity;
(e) energetics; and
(f) population dynamics and reproductive
biology.

6. Conduct information and public
awareness campaigns to elicit supporl for
the above-mentioned activities, in

particular to encourage the public to report
sightings, strandings and by-catches.

Annex ll Authorities which are
contact points for the purpose of
this Memorandum

f or Belgium:
Ministerie van Volksgezondheid en
Leef milieu,
Beheerseenheid Mathematisch Model
Noordzee,
Dr. T.G.Jacques,
Gulledelle 100,
B-1200 Brussels.
f or Denmark:
Skov- og Naturstyrelsen Økologisk kontor,
Slotemarken 13,
DK-2970 Hørsholm
for the Federal Republic of
Germany:
Bunderminister fûr Umwelt,
Nalurschutz und Reaktorsicherheit,
Herrn Dr. G. Emonds,
Referat N3,
Postfach 120629,
5300 Bonn 1.

for France:
Ministêre de I'Environnement,
Direction de la Protection de la Nature,
14 Boulevard de General Leclerc,
92524 Neuilly-sur-Seine Cedex.
f or the Netherlands:
M¡nistrie van Landbouw,
Natuurbeheer en Visserij,
Afdeling Natuur-,
Milieu- en Faunabeheer,
Poslbus 20401,
2500 EK Den Haag.
f or Norway:
Fiskeridepartementet,
P.O. Box 81 18 DEP,
0032 Oslo L
lo¡ Sweden:
Statens Naturvårdsverk,
mr. G. Borg,
S-17185 Solna.
for the United Kingdom (provisional):
Maritime Aviation and Environment
Department,
Foreign and Commonwealth Otfice,
King Charles Street,
Whitehall, London SW1.
for the Commission of the European
Communities:
Directorate-General for Environment,
Nuclear Safety and Civil Protection and
Soil Conservation,
200 Rue de la Loi,
B-1049 Bruxelles.
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REP@RTS @F PAST
Nil EETING S

¡WC SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
MEETING, HOLLAND, JUNE 1990

The 1990 annual meet¡ng of the
lnternational Whaling Commission was held
in Noordwijkerhout, Holland in June. As
part of the Commission's Comprehensive
Assessment of whale stocks, the
comm¡ttee concentrated its efforts on
minke whales in the North Atlantic and in
the Southern Hemisphere, and on further
refinement of proposed revised
management procedures for the harvesting
of whales.

The standing sub-comm¡ttee on small
cetaceans devoted most of its discussions
to porpoises, especially the harbour
porpoise Phocoena phocoena, the vaquita P.

sinus, and the Dall's porpoise Phocoenoides
dalli. Fifty.s¡g¡, documents were
considered by the sub-committee, including
some twenty concerning the harbour
porpoise in European waters. lt is the
intention of the IWC lo publish a volume on
phocoenids in its Special lssue series.

The sub-committee on small cetaceans
made several recommendations concerning
the harbour porpoise. These are listed in

full below from the Report of the sub-
committee:

Main recommendation

The single most ¡mportant action that must

be carried out to protect the harbour
porpoise throughout its range is to reduce
incidental kill in gillnets, and the sub-
comm¡ttee recommends most strongly
that th¡s go forward.

Additional recommendations

Distribution and stock ¡dent¡ty
The importance of determining stock
structure of the harbour porpoise was
identified for all areas where populations
are affected by ¡ncidental mortal¡ty or
other factors such as habitat degradation.
The sub-committee recommends that
such studies be undertaken through an
integrated approach that includes a
combination of analyses of pollutant levels,
calving areas, non-metric variation, DNA,

allozymes and other types of research that
may contribute to stock discrimination. The
sub-commlttee also recommends that the
methodology for these different approaches
be standardized so that results are
comparable. ln geographic regions where
the distribution of harbour porpoises
extends beyond the borders of a single
country, il is recommended that
available samples and data be pooled from
as many potential subpopulations as
possible across national boundaries and be
analyzed together. The sub-comm¡ttee
further recommends that for the eastern
Norlh Atlantic the information on potential

stocks, distribution and other relevant data
be synthesized in an atlempt to produce a

clearer picture of stock struclure in that
region.

Abundance
Abundance estimates are available for few
populations of harbour porpoises, including
those with significant, or possibly
significant, levels of incidental mortalily.
The sub-commitlee recommends that
abundance be estimated for populations for
which good abundance estimates do not
exist or for which there is or may be a

large incidental kill. These populations
include those in the Northeast and
Northwest Atlantic. The sub-committee
also recommends that such studies
consider that apparent declines in
abundance may result from geographic
shitts in distribution. Trends in abundance
should be monitored on the basis of
systematic surveys. For the Northeast
Atlantic, the sub-committee recommends
dedicated sightings surveys on harbour
porpoises to be undertaken in lhe North and
Baltic Seas. For the northwest Atlantic,
the sub-committee recommends a joint
U.S.-Canada comprehensive sighting
survey in the Bay of Fundy, Gulf of Maine

and adjacent waters.

Because of the great need for additional
abundance surveys of the dolphin and
harbour porpoise populations in the Black
Sea, especially in non-Turkish waters, the
sub-committee endorses the
recommendation in SC/42lSM40 that
such surveys be conducted as an

international effort involving at least the
four nations bordering the Sea.

Many past surveys have assumed that the
probability of detecting a target on the
trackline is 1. lt is recommended that in
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future, surveys to estimate absolute
abundance of harbour porpoises, attention
be given to estimaling g(0).

Life history
ln order to allow investigalion of the
relative selective effects of incidental and
directed takes on the sex, age and
reproductive-condition structure of
samples, the sub-committee recommends
that biological data and samples be
collected f rom harbour porpoises taken
incidentally in salmon nets in the waters of
West Greenland and that the results of
biological stud¡es of these samples be
compared to those from samples collected
from the directed take of harbour
porpoises in the same region.

Ecology
Because of the perception of fishermen in
Turkey that dolphins and porpoises are
competing with them for fish resources in
the Black Sea, the sub-committee
recommends that studies of feeding
ecology of the small cetaceans be carried
out,

Damage to habitat
The harbour porpoise is known to be
primarily a coastal species and occurs in
areas where habitat degradation may have
already had an impact on local populations,
particularly in the North Sea, lrish Sea,
Baltic Sea and along the rvest coast of
North America. Habitat degradation in this
regard includes pollut¡on, risk of
entanglement, depletion of food resources
and other anthropogenic disturbances. Legal
protection alone is not enough to ensure
future existence of the populations. The
species needs to be protected togethef w¡Îh

its nalural habitat, including food
resources. The sub-committee therefore
recommends behavioural studies of free-
ranging porpoises to gain knowledge of
habitat requirements in order to provide a
framework for establishing management
plans for the spec¡es and its hab¡tat.

The sub-committee recommends the
collection and analysis of tissues of
stranded and incidentally killed harbour
porpoises in order to monitor their
contaminant levels. lt also recommends
that monitoring of pollutants be integrated
with research on reproductive biology and
other population parameters to increase
the understanding of the possible effects of
contaminant loads on the condition of the

populations. These stud ¡es should be
conducted on a regional basis, with the
cooperation of olher investigators in the
region, 10 ensure adequale coverage of
each possible slock and over a period long
enough to obtain large and representative
samples. This is particularly important for
the northeastern Atlantic region.

Directed and incidental take
Because of apparent reduclion of abundance
in many regions and because of the as yet
poor understanding of stock boundaries, the
sub-committee recommends that a high
priority be given throughout the range of
the species to moniloring and reducing
levels of incidental mortalily in all
fisheries. This is particularly important
for the Bay of Fundy/Gulf of Maine,
Norlheast Atlantic and the coast of central
California, where available information
gives reason for great concern. Possible
r'/ays to reduce lhe incidental kills include
gear modifications, gear conversions, area
or season closures and other restrict¡ons
on the fisheries.

Knowledge of abundance in the waters of
Newfoundland and Labrador, a region with
very extensive coastal fisheries using gill
nets and other fishing gear thal kills small
cetaceans, is very limited. Estimates of
incidental catch between 1980 and 1990,
however, indicate that the incidental take
may be substantial. The sub-committee
recommends that studies of the
incidental catch and abundance of harbour
porpoises be given a high priority in that
region.

Because of last past takes, the sub-
committee recommends that the level of
incidental mortality of harbour porpoises in
salmon drift nets in coastal waters of west
Greenland be determined.

Because many estimates of incidental takes
have been based on reports from fishermen
vrithout evaluat¡ons of reliability of the
data, the sub-commitlee recommends
that when quest¡onnaire and interview
methodology is used, studies of reliability
and scaling of reported take estimates be
included.

PHIL HAMMOND
(Vice-Chairman, IWC Scientific Committee)
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Humpback Whale Conference,
Australia, September 1990

Local and overseas delegates attended a

humpback whale conference held at
Queensland Museum, Brisbane between 27

and 28 September in honour of Drs. R.G.
Chittleborough and W.H. Dawbin for their
contributions to humpback whale research
¡n Australasia. Presentations included the
following topics:

Migration patterns of humpbacks along the
easlern and western coastlines of
Australia.

Shore-based monitoring of humpback
populations in South Africa and Australia.

ldentification of individuals from fluke and
lateral body photographs.
The technique of computer analysis of

photographic records of individual animals.
Regional and sexual differences in fluke

pigmentation.
The whale watch industry at Hervey Bay,

Austral¡a.
Conservation and management of humpback

populations in Australia
Visual and acoustic observal¡ons of

humpbacks
Comparison of humpback songs over time

and between regions
Long-term plans for the recovery of

humpback populations.

The majority of conference papers will be
published by the Queensland Museum later
this year.

SAMANTHA FULTON

^A.NN@[TNCEMENlTS

REOUEST FOR PICTURES & FILM OF
EUROPEAN CETACEANS

ln order to help polent¡al observers with
problems of species identification for
European cetaceans I am currently putting

together an audio-visual package. lf
possible, this will take two forms: a
package of about fifty 35 mm colour slides
of cetaceans showing key identification
features with accomPanYing sound
cassette; and a video film lasting 15-30
minutes with sequences of different
cetacean species to aid identification.

lf you have any good quality pictures or
film that you would be prepared for us to
copy for this purpose, please get in touch.
All those who contribute material to the
final package will be given a complete copy
free. Other copies will be made available
(at a cost that covers its production) to
ECS members and other interested parties.

Pictures and film of all species are needed,
but especially rorquals, beaked whales,
rough-toothed and striped dolphins,

PETEB EVANS
(address in contact l¡st)

FUTURE CONFERENCE

The First European Congress of
Mammalogy will be held between 18 and

23 March 1991 at Lisboa, Portugal.

The aim of the meeting is to bring together
all those who are concerned with any
aspects of the study of mammals. The
Congress will consist of four plenary
lectures on general topics, given by invited
speakers, and thematic sess¡ons on the
following subjects: BiogeograPhY,
Evolution, Taxonomy, PaleontologY,
Morphology, Genetics, PhYsiologY,
Behaviour, Ecology, Gonservation &

Management, and Ecological Parasitology.
Oral presentations will be organized in

three parallel sessions, excepting the
plenary lectures and the opening and
closing ceremonies. Posters connected with
a particular theme will be presented on the
same day as the formal session, with the
presence of the authors for stimulating
discussion. The official language of the
Congress will be English.

Abstracts of posters and oral
presentations, which should be written in

English, should be submitted by 30 October
1990. Registration fees (accommodation
costs not included) are: 18,000 (PTE)

before 30 october, 25,000 (PTE) after 30
October, Students 7,500 (PTE) unless
excluding Saturday lunch when it is 5,000
(PTE). To register, write to:

I European Congress of MammalogY,
Departamento de Zoologia,
Facultade de Giências'
Campo Grande, Bloco C2,
1700 Lisboa, Portugal.
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NEW IWC PUBLICATION

lndividual Recognition of Cetaceans:
Use of Photo-identif ication and
Other Techniques to Estimate
Population Parameters

Special lssue 12: 440 pp.., figs, tables'
double-column format, hardbound.
Edited by: P.S. Hammond, S.A' Mizroch and

G.P. Donovan.
Pubtication date: October 1990. ISSN

0255-2760. lsBN 0 906975 23 I
Price $75.00

ln recent years several exciting non'lethal
techniques have been developed which
enable information required for
management to be obtained for at least
some species and populations. The IWC

recognized that these musl form part of its
Comprehensive Assessment program and
sponsored a Symposium and Workshop in La

Jolla, California in April 1988. Emphasis
was given 1o those techniques using
individual identification of whales
primarily by pholo-identif ication) to
estimate population Parameters.

The Symposium was attended by some 200
people and 63 papers or posters were
submitted. A major goal of the Workshop,
attended by 37 scientists f rom f ive
continents, was to provide a forum for
exchange of expertise between
researchers who are primarily f ield
workers and those who are primarily
analysts. sadly, in the past these two
groups often appeared to be unaware of
each other's existence. Simply by bringing
them together, the Workshop can be judged

a resounding success. Further tasks tackled
by the Workshop were the development of
common terms of reference for coding and
matching of photographs, comparison of
various field techniques and equipment and

the evaluation of current and potential
levels of precision of PoPulation
parameters eslimated from such data. The
report of the workshop is essenlial reading
for all those involved in studies of
cetaceans based on the recognition of
individual animals.

This proceedings volume contains the
reporl of the workshop and some 49 papers

either presented to the Symposium or
arising out of discussions in the Workshop.

As for all IWC publications, all the papers

have been anonymously peer-reviewed
before their acceptance.

The papers cover a wide range of topics
within the subject matter and can be
grouped under the following major
headings:
(1) theoretical stud¡es of the applicability
of individual recognition techniques to the
estimat¡on of abundance and other
population parameters, e.g. reproductive
rates and survival rates;
(2) guides to handling large data bases of
individual recognition data efficiently;
(3) general reviews of the applicability of
such techniques to certain groups of
species, for example small cetaceans;
(4) results from groups of animals which
have already been the subject of many
years of study, for example right whales
off Patagonia, New England and South
Africa, killer whales off British Columbia,
humpback whales of the western North
Atlantic, bottlenose dolphins ofi Florida;
(5) early results from studies of species
f or which it has only relatively recently
been realised that photo-lD techniques can

be used, for example blue whales in

various coastal waters of the Atlantic and
Pacific, sperm whales off the Galapagos;
(6) feasibility studies on new species for
which photo-lD techniques have not been
previously tried, e.g. the beiii of China;
(7) the use of "genetic fingerprinting" to
identify individual animals and hence to
estimate population parameters.

This volume should be Part of every
cetologist's library!

GREGDONOVAI.I

R.tsCtsNll PUBI,ICA,TIONS

BAKER, A.N. 1990. Whales and Dolphins of
New Zealand and Australia. 133 pp..

Victoria University Press. Price î9.95
(reprint).

CURREY, D., LONSDALE, J., THORNTON, A.

& REEVE, R. 1990. The Global War Against

Small Cetaceans. A report bY the
Environmental lnvestigation Agency,
London. 56 pp.. (obtainable from ElA,
2081209 Upper Street, London N1 1RL).
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D',VtNCENT, C. 1990.
Whales. Bloomsbury,
Price 117.99.

Voyaging with the
London. 224 pp..

DIERAUF, L.A. (editor) 1990. Handbook of
Marine Mammal Medicine. 725 pp..
CRCANolfe. Price 1130.

DONOGHUE, M. 1990. Dolphins. Their Life
and Survival. Blandford Press, London. 1ô0
pp.. Price î14.95.

RELA]TED SOG[E]T[ES

WHALE AND DOLPHIN CONSERVATION
SOCIETY & THE LONG TERM

RESEARCH INSTITUTE

During 1990, the Long Term Research
lnstitute run by Roger Payne at Lincoln,
Massachusetts, merged with the Whale and
Dolphin Conservation Society to extend its
expansion into the United States.

Although the lnstitute will adopt the name
of the WDCS, its objectives will remain the
same. These are: (1 ) to off er an
international centre for the study of
whales and the marine environment; (2) to
conduct long-term, non-lethal research on
endangered whale species such as right and
humpback whales; (3) to sPeak out on
behalf of whales and the marine
environment throughout the world; (a) to
train young biologists in developing nations
in the techniques of non-lethal research and
conservation advocacy; and (5) to educate
and inform the public, awakening a broader
respect for the marine environment and its
inhabitants.

Established in 1970, the Long Term
Research lnstitute is staffed by four
researchers and an international
conservation co-ordinator who work out of
its Lincoln laboratory. Twelve field
research associates participale in LTRI's
international training and scientific
research programmes. Besides research
on live, free ranging animals using
techniques such as photo-identificalion,
LTRI are exploring the uses of DNA
fingerprinting under the leadership of
Research Associate Judy Perkins.
lnternat¡onal Conservation Consultant Kate

O'Connell represents LTRI as a non-
governmental observer at lwc Meetings,
and also runs a Latin American nelwork of
marine mammal bio-conservationists.
Roger Payne's work on the US National
Recovery Team for right whales and the
NAS/NRC Committee helps to advise the US

National Marine Fisheries Service on
managemenl strategies.

EVANS, PETER. 1990. Whales. Whittet
Books, London. 136 pp.. Price Ê6.95.

GERACI, J. & ST AUBIN, D.J. (editors)
1990. Sea Mammals and Oil. 259 pp..
Academic Press, London. Price Ê40.

HOYT, E. 1990. Orca. The Whale Called
Killer. 288 pp. Hale, London. Price Ê12.95
(reprint).

MARTIN, TONY. 1990. Whales and Dolphins.
Salamander Books, London. 192 pp.. Price
r 1 8.95.

VESTERGAARD, E. (editor) 1990. Whaling
Communities. North Atlantic Studies, vol.
2, no. 1-2, special issue.220 pp..
(obtainable from Center for Nordatlantiske
Studier, Aarhus Universitet, Finlandsgade
26, DK-8200 Ãrhus N, Denmark, price DKK
240 plus postage).

unless otherwise stated, all the above
books are obtainable from:
Natural History Book Service Ltd.,
lnternat¡onal Book Suppliers, 2
W¡lls Road, Totnes, Devon TOg
sXN, UK. Payment can be by Sterling
cheque, Bank draft, Eurocheque,
lnternational Postal Giro, or Bank
Transfer, Credit Card (Access,
Mastercard, or VISA account), or
lnternational Girobank Transfer. For Non-
UK destinations add the following charges
for postage & packing: orders totalling up
ro Ê10 (13), C10.01-r35 (Ê5), Ê35.01-
f60 (Ê7) though maximum charge on single
item is Ê6. All overseas dispatches are
sent by surface mail. For airmail, double
the above charges.

Please note that the above list involves
mainly UK publishers. lf you know of recent
books not listed above, do give us details.

PETER EVANS
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ÀIXtERffSEIttEltT

I'{arixe l{an¡mals are ttr:¡eatened today i¡ all tlre world's oceans þr nany
prrcblenrs: dj::ect. hunting, recl<less fishing nethods, lack of food,
disease ard. ttre destn¡ction of habitåt - car¡sed no't, i¡ the last place
by hi$ concenb:ations of toxic substances i¡ ttre oceans.
wé are sea:rtri¡g for ways to ensu¡e tìe su¡¡ir¡al- of tlrese species in a
clean ern¡i::orment - j¡ a world vitrich we ht¡nans hardle responsibly.

I{e aæ lookirg for a ømntttæd coorråi¡ator for cr¡r carpaigns to prrcÈecÈ
r¡arirre nanrnals, to statt, as soon as ¡resiJrle.

Vûhil-e ttre coonli¡ator's jù is prÍrnarily to corducÈ the German
cangnign, r"esponsible leaderstrip j¡ch¡des continuirgr t.lre Ðcistirg
i¡ter¡ational- efforts ard canpaigins:
- (fu¡{trer) denrelcçnrent of th¡e calrpaign j¡ consideration of political

ard scientific aspects;
- Plarmirg;
- organisaÈion;
- Prractical inplenentation on tÌ¡e rntional levelt ard
- R.rblication ard prcsentation of olr position i¡r p:lclic.

In addition to sen¡e¡:al years of biological or envi:orurental - political
jcb oçerience an{/or a corpleted r:nivarsiQr degn¡ee - preferably j¡l
narj¡e biology - a sor¡rd larorledge of tt¡e prdlam a¡ea of ¡r¡ari¡e
nanunals ard tlre associatæd political bad<rycrrrd is desired of tlte
cardidate.

Dçerienæ in citizen i¡ritiatives or otÌ¡er or¡anisations is also
favcn¡r'able.

ccrrrrúünent, crreativity ard hr¡rrcr¡r a¡e as neæssar':f for this jù as
s:trategic skill, risk-trainirg, flelcibility, (diplc¡natic) leaderstrip
ard irdeperdence withi¡ tlre team.
Ihe internatioral dta¡:acter of Gæerpeaæ nal<es very good cc¡tunard of
tlre C,enna¡r ard Bglisf¡ larguagres a rtû.¡st. Ihe pIaæ of work is lta¡rür¡rg.

canùidates j¡teæsted i¡r this dsnarding jcb shcn¡ld sr¡tcnit their firll
aFplication to Ðau Elfriede l{air:

G)reergæaæ e.V.
Vorsetzen 53
2000 l{anlrurg 11
GR¡{A¡fv


