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EDITORIAL
We hope you all enjoy this, the second EGS newsletter. No doubt yöu will have
already noticed the difference between this and the last one !
At a recent meeting in Holland it was decided by the council that the ECS
newsletter should take one of two forms. Following éach conference a newsletter
similar to no.l .will be produced which wilt lnclude conference proceedings,
details of the AGM and reports from all the working groups. Three tímes a
â
short informal news bul[etin witl be produceO cãñtainìng current newsVelr
from
member countries, general cetacean hews, details of mãetings, publications,
current conservation issues etc. So here it is ECS newstetter ho.2 the first oi
its kind.
Any contributions for future issues woutd be welcomed, ¡t is onty by the
m-embership responding with material that we can provide a regular newsietter
of interest to European cetacean workers.
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REGENT RESEARGH
BOURGAT, R. & DUGUY, R. 1995. Premier échouage
d'un Ziphius cavirostris (Cuvier,1B23) sur le littoral

The following section will be a regular feature in all
future newslettsrs, each issue containing
information from two to three member countries. lt
is hoped that this will provide readers with a brief
update of current scientific rasearch in the country
concernsd, details of recent publications and any
ongoíng conservation issues.

roussillonnais. Róférences bibliographiques et

Coming in the next lssue.. Research summaries from
Denmark, Spain and UK.

BUFFRENIL, V. de, COLLET, 4., & PASCAL, M. 199s.
Ontogenic development of skeletal weight in a small
delphinid, Delphinus delphis (Cetacea, Odontoceti).
Zoomorphology, 105: 336-44.
BUFFRENIL, V. de, SIRE, J. Y. & SCHOEVAERT, D.

historiques sur les Cétacés de cette zone. Conflent.

133:

s0 (1): s7-86.

\
FRANCE
The main French organisation working on cetaceans
(and pinnipeds) is the CNEMM (Centre National d'
Etude des Mammifères Marins) which includes two
sections: the French and European department based

in the Musee Oceanographique of La Rochelle, and the
overseas department based in the Museum National
d'Histoire Naturelle in paris.

The laboratory of La Rochelle has organised a
network for the collection of informàt¡on and
scientific material from any strandings on the
French coast. This will allow studiès on the
distribulion and f requency of the species, and
various aspects of their biology such , as
reproductive cycles, age determination, pathology
and pollution.

The studies organised in paris are concerned with
lhe anatomy of cetaceans and some observations
from the French ovsrseas departments such as the
biology of Commerson's dolphins in lhe Kerguelen
lslands.

These two sections work with the cooperation of
various naturalist groups and scientists from other
national research organisations.
Anne Collet

Recent Publications
ABARNOU,

4., ROBINEAU, D. & MICHEL, P. 1986

Contamination par les organochlorés des dauphins de
Commerson des îles Kerguelen. Oceanologica Acta, 9

(1): 19-29.
ABRIL, E., ALMOR, P., RAGA, J. A., & DUGUY, R.
1987. Parasitísms par Anisakis typica (Diesing,
1860) chez le Dauphin bleu et blanc (Stene//a
coeruleoalöa) dans le Nords-Est Atlantique. Bull.
Soc. Zool. France. 111 (1-2): 131-3.

21-29.

BREE, P. J. H. van, COLLET, 4., DESPORTES, G.,
HUSSENOT, E. A RAGA, J. A. 1986. Le Dauphin de
Fraser, Lagenodelpâr's áosei (Cetacea, Odontoceti)
espèce nouvelle pour la faune d'Europe. Mammalia,

1986. Comparaison de la structure et du volume
squelettiquas enlre un delphinidé (Delphinus detphis
L.) et un mammifères terrestre (Panthera leo L.).
Can. J. Zool., 64: 1750-6.
CARUEL, L. & DUGUY, R. 1986. Les fractures

osseuses chez les Cétacés. CIEM, Copenhagen,
cM86/N
"7,7p.
DAMIENS,
M. 1986. Contribut¡on a l'étude de I'Orque:
Orcinus orca Linné 1758. Thèse de doctorat
vétérinaire, Université de Toulouse, no. 44, 116p.
DESPORTES, G. 1985. La nutritlon des Odonlocètes
en Atlantique Nord-Est (côtes françaises et îsles

Féroti¡. Thèse de 3ème. cycle, Université

de

Poitiers, 223p.
DUGUY, R. 1985. Rapport annuel sur les Cétacés et
Pinnipèdes trouvés sur les côtes de France. XlV.
Annêe 1984. Ann. Soc. Sci. nat. Charente-Maritime.
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(3):34e-64.

DUGUY, R. 1986. Cétacés observes dans le Nord-Est

Atlantique en 1984. Annales Biologioues. 41 :
163-4.
DUGUY, R. 1986. Cétacés et Pinnipèds de la region
arctique et subarctique observês sur les côtes de
France. CIEM, Copenhagen, CM86/N:6, 5. p.
DUGUY, R. 1986. Rapport annuel sur les Cétacés et

Pinnipè des trouvés sur les côtes
Année 1 985 Ann Soc Sci.

de France. XV.
nat. Charente-

Marilime,T (4): 5o7-22.
DUGUY, R. 1987. Un ôchouage €n masse de Delphinus
delphis à Lle d'Oléron (Charente-Maritime). Ann.

Soc. Sci. Nat. Charente-Maritime, 7 (5): 615-6p.
DUGUY, R. 1987. Rapport annuel sur les Cétacés et
Pinnipèdes trouvés sur les côtes de France. XVl.

Année
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986.

Ann Soc. Sci. nât

C harente-

Maritime.T (5): 617-39.
DUGUY, R. & DESPORTES, G. 198s. Cótacés
observés dans le Nord-Est Atlantique en 1982.
Annales Biologiques, 39: 190-1.
GLEMOT, J. M. 1986. Le m€rcurê chez les Cétacés:
intoxication et détoxication par le sólénium. Thèse
de doctorat €n pharmacie, Universitô de Poitiers,
97p.

GUINET,

C. 1986. Etude de deux

populations

sympatriques d'Orques le long des côtes de Colombie
't08 p.
.Britannique. ENITA de Dijon-Quêtigny,
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PREAU, C. G. 1987. Contr¡burion

à

I'dtude de la

pathologie cardio-palmonaire du dauphin. Thèse de
doclorat vótérinaire, Ecole Nationale Vétérinaire

d'Alfort, 66 p.

RENAGLIA,

P. 1986. L'acuité visuelle

er

Thèse de doclorat vétdrinaire, Universitô de Lyon,
79 p.
ROBINEAU, D. 1985. Donnáes préliminaires sur ta
repartition du dauphin de Commerson,
Cephalorhynchus commersonii, aux îles Kerguelen,
en particulier dans le golfe du Morbihan.
Biological Conservation. 31: 85-93.
ROBINEAU, D. 1985. Relation de la pêche de la
baleine à la côte d'Afrigue. Ann. Soc. Sci. nat.
Ch ¡ ren te- h¡l¡ rit ima 7 (3): 36s-78.

ROBINEAU, D. 1986. Valeur adaptative des
caracteres morphologiques distinctifs (taille et

d'un

dauphin

subantarctique, Cephalorhynchus commersonii
(Lacêpède, 1804). Mefl¡IraLja, s0 (3): 357-68.
ROBINEAU, D. & BUFFRENIL, V. de. 1985. Données
ostéologiques et ostéométriques sur le dauphin de

Commerson, Cephalorhynchus commersonii
(Lacépède, 1804), en particulier celui des îles
Kerguelen. Mammalia. 49 (1) : 109-23.

J. P. 1986. Le cycle annuel d'abondance des
orques, Orcinus orca, aux îles Saint-Paul et
ROUX,

Amsterdam. Mammalia. 50 (1): 5-8.
SANPERA, C., GRAU, E., JOVER, L., RECASENS, E.,
AGUILAR, 4., OLMOS, M., COLLET, A. & DONOVAN,
G., P. 1985. Report of the "Balena 3" fin whale
marking and sighting cruises off Spain, '1983. Rep.
lnt. Whal. Commn., 35: 495-97.
VIALE, D. & FRONTIER, S. 1985. Exploitation
statistque des signalements d'êchouages de Stenella
coeruleoalba en MôditerranÉ¡e Nord Occidentale:
mortalité juvénile. Rapo. Comm. lnt. mer Medit., 29

(8)

the

Oceanographic Museum is

coast.

l'accomodation chez le dauphin Tursiops truncatus.

pigmentation) d'une population isolée

Furthermore,

participating in the nelwork sst uP by the Marine
Mammal Centre of La Rochelle, to collect
information on animals stranded on the French

: 165-6.

The Oceanographic Museum houses a

very
interesling collection gathered by Prince Albert I of
Monaco. The catalogue of this collection was
published in 1986 by C. Carpine, curalor of the
collections.
J. Malgret

Recent Publications
CARPINE, C. 1986. Catalogue des Vértebrés des
Collections du Musóe Océanographique de Monacc
1-Amphibiens, Reptiles, Oiseaux et Mammifères.
Bull. lnst. Océanogr. 73 (1436), 73p., 1pl.
DUGUY, R., & MAIGRET, J., 1985. Les Mammifères
marins des côtes du Sénégal. 5.- Observations
signalées en 1980-1. Bull. IFAN. 44, sér. A (1 et
2), 1982, pp. 211-8.
MAIGRET, J. 1986. The Monk seal, Monachus
monachus (HERMANN, 1779) on the West African
Coasls. Aquatic Mammals 1'2 (2): 49-51.

GREENLAND
Killer whale studies in Greenland are currently
being undertaken by Danbiu ApS., Biological
consultants. The study is part of the 1986-87 North

Atlantic Killer Whale Project that was initiated by
Hubbs Marine Research Center involving compilation

of observations añd catch slatistics of Killer Whales
in Greenland waters.

MONACO
Studies carried out by the Oceanographic Museum on

marine mammals are mainly oriented towards the
Mediterranean Sea and Wesl Africa. J. Maigret
continued his study of data collected on the African
coast between 1970 and 1982 and published several
papers on the monk seal Monachus monachus, lhe

humpback dolphin Sousa, teuzsii, and

the

relationship between tuna fisheries and Delphinidae

in lhe tropical Atlantic. other publications are

in

preparation.

addition, a data base of the observations of
marine mammals in the Maditerranean is being
developed by the Marine Mammal Working Group of
the lnt€rnational Commission for the Scientific
Exploration of th€ Medilerranean Sea.

ln

Leaflets have been sênt

to 2000 hunters

and

fisherman throughout Greenland. They contain Killer

whale information and a questionnaire wilh
prestamped answer card to improve the chances of
receiving any information.
For further information contact:
Danbiu ApS.,
Blological Consultants,
Hennlngsens Alle 58,
DK-2900 Hellerup, Denmark.
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Recent Pt'blications

in

DIETZ, R., HEIDE-JØRGENSEN, M.-P., BORN, E.W.,

1985. Havpattedyr ¡ Østgrønland -

en

littaraturundersøgelse (Marine Mammals in East
Greenland - a lilarature survey). Report to The
Mineral Resourcss Administration of Greenland and
Greenland Fisheries and Environment Research
lnst¡tutê from Danbiu ApS. (Biological Consultants),
Henningsens Alle 58, DK-2900 Hellerup, Denmark:
93pp.

DIETZ, R. 1986. A feasibility study on satellite and

YHF tracking of marine mammals - report to
Greenland Fisheries and Environment Research
lnstitute and the Commíssion for Scienlific

Research in Greenland from Danbiu ApS. (Biological
Consultants), Henningsens Alle Sg, DK - 2-gO0
Helleru.p, Denmark: 93pp.

T. 1996. Guide to the otoliths of the
bony fishes of the Northeast Atlantic. Danbiu Aps.
(Biological Consultants), Henningsens Alle Sg, DK2900 Hellerup, Denmark: 256 pp.
HEIDE-JøRGENSEN, M.-p. 1986. Hvalundersøgelser i
Dì.sco Buglen - Rapport til Grøntands Fiskeã - og
Miljøundersøgelser fra Danbiu ApS. (Biologicaì
Consultants), Henningsens Alle Sg, OX _ ãgOO
Hellerup, Denmark 35pp (in Danish).
HARKONEN,

W@RKÛNG GR@UPS

By-calches of celaceans in fisheries ars imporlant
from two points of view. Firstly, where lhey occur
in large numbers such catches can dramatically
affect the cetac€an population size, as has beeñ
documented in other parts of the world. Secondly,
because by-catch animals are probably less likeiy
to be diseased than stranded animals, they are an
important source of biological reference material to
discover more about celacean biology and ecology.
The by-catch working group has been set up to iry
to provide an information network for people within
Europe who are working on or with, or are
interested in, by-catch animals.

So far, information on by-catches comes primarily
from Denmark. However, I have recently finished a

study into lhe extent

of

by-catches in British
fisheries. Occasional catches of porpoises, dolphins
and even pilot whales have been recorded in Britain,
but catch rates depend very much on the type and

intensity, and location of the fishery. For example,
whereas inshore gill nel fisheries ín the eastern
Channel and southern North Sea appear rarely if
ever to catch cetaceans, offshore gill net fisheries

Cornwall will catch dolphins every year, and

inshore nets in Scotland and northeast England will
catch porpoises. There are also reports of catches
of white-beaked dolphins in salmon nets in western
lreland (P.G.H.Evans, pers comm.).

Bottom trawls and seines are the mosf important
fishing methods in Britain (in lerms of effort and
catch), and lhese were found to take occasional
porpoises and dolphins, whereas the much less
frequently used midwater trawls which make up
only a small fraction of British fisheries apparentli
take dolphins and porpoises (and seais¡ rnorä
frequenlly than their numbers suggest. The purse
seine fleet which lands a large proportion of
Scotland's total catch on the other hand probably
accounts for only a few animals a year.
It was seên to be very important lo understand how
and where different types of fishery operate, as
any extrapolation from a small number of
by-catches by a few boats to the entire fleet can be
very misleading.

At present in Britain there is no way of
coordinating the collection of by-catch animals, not
least because any capture of cetaceans is

technically illegal, although the accidental capture
of most species should soon be exempt under new
legislation. We would be very interested to hear
from people, especially those at fishing ports who
might be interested in setting up a scheme to collect
biological material and information on by_catches,
and from people who might be interested in working
with such materials.
At present the only scheme in Europe specifically

working with the collection of material and
information on by-caught animals of which I am

aware is Carl Kinze's collection of porpoises from a
number of Danish ports .
The only by-catch estimate currently available is
one of an annual catch of 3000 porpoises from the
Danish 'wreck-fishery' for cod (using set nets)
operating in the North Sea and Skagerak (Andersen
& Clausen 1984. IWC/SC/3S/SM 14). This is based
upon the supposition that thê hundred boats
operating in this fishery catch about one animal on
every one of the thirty trips that each boat makes.
By-catches also occur in the trawl fishery and in
nets set for plaice. Even if the above estimate is loo
high, there is clearly quite a substanlial by-catch
which needs better documentation.

By-catch records also turn up in strandings
reporting schemes in other countries includiñg
France, the Netherlands and Britain, and biological
material has been collected from some of thes; in
the past, so no doubt there will be some overlap of
interests with the strandings working group.
Anyone who is involved in work on by_caught
animals, or who is in a position to provide
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information or matarial relating to by-catches in
fisheries (including fisheries data), or anyone else
who would like to become involved, is encouraged to

Following consultalions with experts, including
participants at the Founding Conf erence of the
European Cetacean Society in Hirtshals, a draft
Agreemenl covering all small cetaceans in the North
and Baltic Sea was prepared. The reason for this
modification was that a range of small cetacean
species were considered lo face the same threats
and would therefore benefit from international
cooperation to conserve lhem.

join the working group. With boats from many

European nations fishing throughout European
walers, and landing at each other,s ports, it is
important for those of us involved in this area of
work to communicate and co-operate. lt would also
be useful to know which other strandings or
sightings schemes have information on by-catches
too.
Questions that the group might address include:

The draft was then revised furlher following review
by the Working Group on Small Cetaceans, which
includes Kees Lankester from the European Cetacean
Society (advised by Margaret Klinowska, Ronald

(1) how to collect and possibly collate national
fisheries data and information on by-calches
throughout Europe;

Kroger and Peter Evans

(2) how other collection

schemes could be
attempted, along lhe lines of the one which Carl

A variety of recommendations were made over
which species should be covered in the definition of
"small cetaceans" . They were:
(1) the minke whale and all odontocete specie
except the sperm whale;
(2) all species except Mysticeti and the sperm whale
(i.e. this excludes the minke whale);

Kinze is organising; and

(3) how material could be distributed, who would be
interested in working with such material, and what
types of information and material do we need to try
to collect. For this working group to operate
effectively, we need active participation. Anyone
interesled please contact:
Slmon Northrldge,
Marlne Resources Assessment Group,
lmperlal College Centre for
rV-oa* ? f
Environmental Technology,
48 Prlnces Gardens,
London SW7 1LU, UK.

(3) all species except those managed by

'-

l'a'^

UN1EP

/ G[\AS AGREENNENT

).

the

lnternational Whaling Commission (i.e. this excludes
small cetaceans such as the minke whale, northern
bottlenose whale, pilot whale, and killer whale);
(4) all species smaller than and including the killer
whale (i.e. this excludes the m¡nke whale, northern
bottlenose whale and oilol whale). ti,. n
Agreement was no'í-r"" on't*o points; whether

species covered or species not covered should be
specified and whether the Agreemenl should be
limited to harbour porpoise and bottle-nosed dolphin
or should apply 1o all small cetaceans.

Accordingly the draft, including alternalive
formulations on these points, is being referred to
the Scientific Council of the Convention for their
guídance.

ln October 1985, in Bonn, lhe first Conference of
the Parties to the Convention on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (referred to as
the 'Bonn Convention") asked the Convention
Secretarial to take steps lo develop an Agreement
under the Convention, for North and Baltic Sea
populations of the harbour porpoise phocoena
phocoena and bottle-nosed dolphin Tursiops
truncatus. The aim of this Agreement was lo:
(1) recognise the major threals those species face
(notably incidental catches, disturbance such as that
by ships and oil surveys, pollution and direct kills
and competition with fisheries and coastal
development);
(2) encourage research on small cetaceans; and

(3) ensure awar€n€ss of new scientific information
that might require additional conservation measures
to b€ laken at intervals.

lf you would like further information on the
Convention, the draft Agreement, or activities of
the Small Cetace4ns Working Group, please contact:
The Co-ordlnator,
Judith C. Johnson,
UNEP/CMS Secretariat,
Ahrstr. 45,
D-5300 Bonn 2,
Federal Republlc of Germany

Telex: 885 420 wz d
Tel.: (0228) 3o2 152

Telefax

(0228)302152
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OBIlTU.AIRV
This summer 1987, ths success of the major
internalional survey of whales in the Northeast
Atlanlic undertaken by lceland, Norway, Spain,
Denmark, the Faroe lslands and Greenland, as part

of the lnternational Whaling Commission's
comprehensive assessment of whale stocks, was
tragically marred by an air disaster which resulted
in the dsaths of two scientists, Timothy David
Waters and Frederic Fairfield, as well as the British
pilot Raymond Hughes.

The disaster occurred on 6 July, at the start of a
three week air survey around the Faroe lslands. The
aeroplane, a Partenavia P68 Observer aircraft, one
of three similar aircraft scheduled for use this
summer around Nonray, Greenland and lceland,
crashed into a mountainside on ths approach to
Vagar airport in the Faroes.

Tim Waters worked for the Natural Environment
Research Council at their Cambridge, UK-based Sea

Mammal Research Unit which was closely involved
in the planning and design of the survey. Tim, who
was heading lhe Faroes survey team, had seven
years experisnce in the field of whale research
which had, over the years, laken him to lhe
Antarctic, lceland, Azores and Spain. ln 1g96, he
became actively involved in the scientific research
programme currently underway on pilot whales
taken in tha Faroese drive fishery. He was greatly
experienced in survey work and familiar with the
practical problems which can arise in the field.
Fred Fairfield was from Rhode lsland, USA and was
working as a free lance specialist when he was
selected to join the Faroes survey team because of
his extensive experience in surveys. He too was
closely involved in the planning of the survey.

face, and how people can participata to improve our

knowledge of their status, distribution and threats.
As part of this DOLPHIN LOOKOUT campaign we

visited as many coastal towns as possible duriãg the

summer. We contacted natural history and
conservation groups in coastal counties of ths UK,
and with the help of coverage on television, radio
and in national and local press, we encouraged
interested peopte to rake part in DoLpHlN LooKoúT.

ln most ports we gave a slide-show and talk on how
to watch for UK cetaceans and on the work of the
Cetacean Group.

An important outcome from the tour has been the
a network of local contacts who ars
collecting information on bycatches, numbers of
speedboats in various ports, local sources of
pollution, overfishing, hunting, etc.
development of

An. information pack was prepared containing an
article on cetacean watching in the UK, a review of
their major threats, an identification guide, and
standard recording forms. During lhe year we have
sent or given out over thres thousand packs. The
response has been extremely impressive and the
network of observers, who send in sightings
records, has almost doubled. particularly
encouraging has been the number of people who have

offered to watch regularly and
effort they put into watching.

to quantify the

Mary-Rose Lane and Glna Scanlan,
UK Cetacean Group,
c/o Dept. of Zoology,
South Parks Road,
Oxford OX1 3PS, UK.

Tim Waters leaves a widow and two infant boys, and
Fred Fairfield leaves a widow.

Christlna Lockyer.

ARCHIVE PROJECT
During 1987,

in

conjunction with the DOLPHIN

LOOKOUT campaign, the Cetacean Group has been

UK L@GAL NEWS

undertaking an archive study to look at the
hislorical slatus and distribution of British and lrish
cslaceans. To do this a circular letter was sent to
coastal museums, llbraries, county archives,
quant¡fied effort sites and any other organisations
or people who may have cetacean records. We
wanled to hear of any records or references lo
celaceans.

uK

poLPHtN LOOKOUT

Most people have been very helpful and the response

to the original mail out has

During 1987, with the support of Greenpeace
Environmental Trust, tha UK Mammal Society's

been good. At the
momenl the data is being put onto computer and
hopefully will be ready for analysis in the New
Year.

Celacean Group has mounted a campaign to improve
public awaren€ss of cetaceans, the problems they

Glna Scanlan
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UK & IRISH NEWS
The efforts to expand the observer network in UK
have yielded a number of interesting results this
summer. Most notable of these was a white whale
observed and photographed off the Yorkshire coast
near Whitby on Juna 14th. The whale was first seen
about fifteen miles off Scarborough and stayed
around a fishing boal for about four hours, feeding
on small fish when the nets were hauled in. lt was
then sighted from a sailing yacht about half a mile
off Whitby Piers.
Elsewhere in the North Sea, small numbers of
harbour porpoise have been seen off the coast of
easlern England as far south as the East Anglian
coast, but most remain in northern Scotland, the
Western lsles, and western lreland. Resident herds
of bottle-nosed dolphins continue to be seen
regularly in the Moray Firth, Grampian, and in
Cardigan, West Wales. The regular herds that have
been recorded over two decades in Ballinakill Bay,
Co. Galway, Weslern lreland were much reduced
lhis summer. Sightings in the central and southern
North Sea have been very few, although small
numbers have been seen at scattered localities in
the Channel. The large herds of white-beaked
Colphins which were seen regularly in the summer
in the Minches and off the Sutherland coast in the
1970's, appoar to have declined, possibly associated
with the changes in the distribution of mackerel to
lhe west of the Outer Hebrides. The species is still
to be seen in reasonable numbers around the
Northern lsles and in the North Sea, with records as
far south as the Dogger Bank.
Offshore

in the North Atlantic, the weather ships

to provide invaluable records. Nolable
amongst these has been a sighting of a Cuvier,s
whale southwest of lreland (51o 17'N, 1Oo 02,W) on
27 July. Further sightings have been made during
Seplember of striped (Euphrosyne) dolphins in mid
Atlantic, at 560 N, 120 30,W and 560 30,N, 1gow,
whilst Trinity House recorded a small school near
the Channel lslands in the same month. Otherwise,
pilot whales and common dolphins continue to be the
conlinue

mosl f requently recorded cetaceans f rom

the

weather ships.
A few records of fin and sperm whales and one sei
whale have been reported from mid Atlantic this
year. However, the most notable record has been a
northern right whale observed for a full five
minutes by a MAFF (Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food) research vessel due west of La
Coruna, northern Spain (44o so'N, 140 59'W) on 4
July.

The most f requently recorded whale species
contir,Js to be the long-Jinned pilot whale, with
coastal s¡ghtings mainly in the northern North Sea,

Northern lsles, and wesl of Scolland, but with a fe
sightings in the lrish Sea and off SW England. The
second most common whale appears to be the minke
whale, mainly along the Atlantic seaboard of
Scotland, but also in western lreland and the
northern North Sea (as far south as the Dogger
Bank). A small number of killer whale sightings

were made during the summer, mainly off NW
Scotland and the Norlhern lsles, but including
several records of a herd in lhe Aran lslands, Co.
Galway, and a sighting in the lrish Sea.

Anyone who can contribute to ths UK sightings
scheme, please write to the Mammal Soc¡ety
Celacean Group, address as above. Standardised
recording forms and a field identiflcation guide are
also available from this address.
Peter Evans

RE@UESTS
EYES !!
Many features of the celacean eye, líke the ocular

rete mirabile, lhe surprisingly thich sclera anrJ tha
oily secretion of circumocular glands, are unusual
among mammals and offer a wide and interesting
field of research. There is also the intriguing
puzzle of equivalent vision in water and in air, which
in my opinion is not explained in a satisfaclory way
by existing theories.
From information in the literature

I have

developed
by

a new hypothesis, which I want lo test

anatomical and histological studies, and b,
measurements in living animals. Preserved eyes
from stranded and incidentally caught celaceans
have been obtained from several colleagues in

Europe. Tests on living animals have also been done
at Duisburg Zoo, West Germany, and Kolmarden Zoo,
Sweden.

ln order to complete my series of experiments, I am
in need of freshly deep-frozen eyes. My request to
anyone who has access to cetacean carcasses, is to
excise the eyes, deep-freeze lhem immediately with
a cover of muscle tissue on the cornea and wrap
them in aluminium foil to protect them from drying
out. That should be done as soon as possible after
lhe death of the animal, though all eyes which do not
yet show gas bubbles from internal decomposition
are useful.

I am interested in all species, as it is my intention
to find a general explanation of the function of thr
celacean eye by a comparative approach. I would be
very grateful for your help. Please contact me if
you are interesled this project.

I
When removing the eyes from a carcass, please,
follow the instructions below:

Tha eye is most easily removed by first carrying
oul a circular, vertical ( with respect to body
surface ) cut around the eye. The diameter of the
cul should be about double the longest visible
diameter of the eye and it should be as deep as
possible.
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Thereafter make a cut from one corner of the
eyelids meeting the circular perpendicularly. ln
order not to destroy the bulbus, lift one eyelid until
the connectiva are stretched a liille and orient the
cut about 45o downward.
Starting from the second cut, you can remove the
circular bit of tissue (eyetids and blubber) by lifting
a free end of it and cufling at an angle of 45o
outwards to meet the circular fissure all around the
eye. With some cars this cut can be done quite near
to the bulbus, removing connecliva and fibrous
tissue, holding the eye in the orbit.
Now it should be possible to feel under the bulbus
with one finger. Lifting it slighily, you can remove

the eye by cutting lhe tissues further inward

(muscle, fibrous tissue and vessels). please remove
as much as possible of the rete mirabile together

with the eye.
Many thanks in anticiparion!

only
organisation in the United Kingdom devoted solely to

the conservation of all species of cetaceans. lts
main purpose is to provide up-to-dats information
on all aspects of its publications, such as the
lnternational Whale Bulletin, a unique, eight-page
newspaper containing news items and topical,
informative and well-informed articles by such
wrilers as Victor Scheffer, Sidney Holt and Roger
Payne. At present, the Society's major research
interests include small cetacean fisheries and
incidental take and entanglement, and its director,
Kieran Mulvaney, would welcoms any information on
either of these subjects from ECS members. Please

write lo:
Whale Conservation Society,
20 West Lea Road,
Weston,

Bath BA1 3RL,
England.

Tel: (0225)

334511.

Ronald Kröger

CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS
lnvestigations on Dotphins in Gibrattar

The waters of the Bay and Straits of Gibraltar
offer a wide variety of cetaceans. The common ,
striped and bottle-nosed dolphin are three of the
most common species in the Bay of Gibraltar. ln the
Straits pilot whales, the above dolphin species and
possibly baleen and sperm whales are to be seen,
although their abundance is unknown. We are
planning to carry out benign investigations on the

abundance, migration and behaviour of delphinids in
this area on the basis of cost-sharing.
lf you ara interested in participating please contact:
Borls Adloff,
Rosenslr.6, D-225O Husum,
F.R. Germany,
Phone 49-(0) 4841- 81370 (Evenlng)
Or - 65944 (Offlce)

SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OF THE
EUROPEAN CETACEAN SOCIETY

The meeting will take place at Troia, nr. Lisbon
Portugal, between Friday 5th and Sunday 7th of
February 1988. All Cetacean enthusiasts are
warmly invited to a series of Lectures, reports
from all six Working Groups and the AGM.
Conference costs have been kept to a minimum and
there will a local excursion on the Sunday.

lf you are interested in coming, please contact the

Conference Secretary, as soon as oossible.

Manuel dos Santos,
lnstituto Superlor de Pslcologia Aplicada,
Grupo de Estudos Eco-Etologlcos,
Rua Jardlm do Tabaco, 44
1 100 Llsboa,
Portugal

(Tel. no. 11. 86.

3184)

Looking Fon¡¿ard to seeing You

!
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G@NITAGT ADDRESSES
Belglum:
See Netherlands

Non,lray:
Arne Bjørge,

The Ministry of Environmenl,
Denmark:
Cad Kinze,
Zoological Museum of Copenhagen,
U

niversitetsparken 1 5,
00 Copenhagen.
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East Germany:
Gerhard Schultz
Meeresmuseum Stralsund,
Museum fur Meereskunde und Fischereider DDR,
Katharinenberg 14a,
2300 Stralsund.

Faroes:
Genevieve Desportes,
N aturhistoriske Museel,
Torshavn,
3800 Torshavn.
FDR (W. Germany):
Ronald Kröger,
Max-Planck- lnstitut f ur biologische Kybernetik,
Spemannstrasse 38,
,7400 Tubingen.

Myntgaten 2,

Oslo 1.
Por{ugal:
Anlonio Tiexeira
Servico Nacional de Parques Reservas e
Patrimonie Paiasagistico,
Rua da lapa 73,
1200 Lisboa.

Spain:
Alex Aguilar
Catedra de Zoologia (Vertebrados),
Facultad de Biologia,
Universidad de Barcelona,
Diagonal, 645,
08071 Barcelona.

Sweden:
Bernl Dybern,
lnstitute of Marine Research,
Box 4,

45300 Lysekil.

Turkey:
France:
Anne Collet,
Musee Oceanographiq ue,
Port des Minimes,
17000 La Rochelle.

B. Mursaloglu,

Ankara Univ.,
Fen Fakultesi,
Ankara.
UK.

Greenland:
Mads-Peter Heide-Jgrgensen
Danbiu ApS Biological Consultants,
Henningsens Alle 58,
DK-2900 Hellerup,
Denmark.

Italy:
Michela Podesta,
Museo Civico di Storia Naturale,
Corso Venezia 55,
20121 Milano.

Monaco:

J. Maigret,
lnslitute Oceanog raph ique,
Musee Oceanographique,
Avenue Saint-Martin,
Monaco-Ville,
MC 98000 Monaco.

Netherlands:
Chris Smeenk,
Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Historie,
Postbus 95 t7,
2300 RA Leiden.

Peler Evans,
Cetacean Group,
c/o. Zoology Dept,
South Parks Road,
Oxford OX1 3PS.

Council of lhe ECS
Carl Kinze: Co-Chairperson
Ronald Kroger: Co-Chairperson
Peter Evans: Secretary
Chris Smeenk:Treasu rer
Mats Amundin
Anne Collet
Genevieve Desportes
Michela Podesta
Newsletter Edilors:
Gina Scanlan and Juliet Vickery,
UK Cetacean Group,
c/o Dept. of Zoology,
South Parks Road,
Oxford OX1 3PS.

EUROPEAN CETACEAN SOCIETY

SUBSCRIPTIOTS, 1988

The Treasurer klndly renlnds all members to pay the subscrlptlon
for 198E 1n January of that year. The amount d.ue is Hfl 30, - for full
or lnstltutlonal menbers, Hf1 i.5, - for student rnembers or nernbrs

wlthout a pald Job.

Paynents should be nade lnto bank account 49. ô5. BB. ô46 of Anro
Bank, Lelden, tbe fetherlands, ln the name of the European cetacean
saclety, or lnto Postbaok (glro) account 9200, ln the naue of anro Bank,
L1den, under reference to the above bank account nunber.
Any type of cheque ls accepted. please keep 1n nlnd. that cheques
and bank transfers to the l{etherlands are free of bank charges at the
recelver's end, only lf the total sum does not exceed Hf1 50. l{erabers
Pa!1ng Jolntly shouLd add Hfl 9, to cover bank charges to the soclety.
The sarne regulatlons apply to payroents through postãl giro accounts.
Eurocheques and lnternatlonal money orders are exempt
charges at the recêlvêr,s ead.

of

bank

The Treasurer also accepts payrnent ln Dutch bank notes sent Lo hln
1n an envelope, at the sender's rlsk. Thls and sendlng a Eurochâque are
the easlest and cheapest ways of transferrlng these anounts.
Because of flnanclal constralnts, members please und.erstand that if
they have not pald thelr subscrlptlon ln Januaryr they w111 fail to
recelve further newsletters.: Thalk you very nu"L for your cooperation.

Dr C. Smeenk, Treasurer ECS, RlJksnuseum van l[atuurllJke Hlstorle,
Postbus 9517, ilL-2300 RA LEIDEU, The ilEtherlands.

THE I{ATURALHISTORYOF
\ryHALES & DOLPHINS
Peter G.H. Eztans

Over the last decade rhere has been an enoûnous growth in srudies
of whales and dolphins, in ail sub ject areas but panicularly involving
observations on behaviour and ecology of living cetaceans in the wild.
This book provides an up-to-date review of recent advances in all
these fields.

Ä,lthough concentrating upon ecological and behavioural srudies of
wi.ld cetaceans, the book also considers recent advances in our
understanding of evolutionary history of the order Cetacea, past and
present population sizes for commercially exploited species, the most
up-to-date system of classification with key identificarion fearures for
all species, zoogeography and dist¡iburion, breeding biology, diet and

migration patterns, the history of whaling and conservation problems.
Drawing on a considerabie amou¡t of new and unpublished data,
this book will be of interest both to rhe informed naturalist and the
professional biologist.
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